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Friday | July 17 | 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Saturday | July 18 | 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday | July 19 | 11:00 am - 7:00 pm

ALDER RECREATION CENTRE

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
GREAT FOOD
COLD BEVERAGES

...and tasty, messy,
meaty Ribs that
you will only
get at RIBFEST!

Fifty50
Fiddle Stix
The Nobs
Kvetch
NorthGoneSouth

Larry Kurtz &
the Lawbreakers

Campfire Poets
Hit Disturbers
Silver Crickets
Gary & Scooter

Mossy Frog
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Club of Orangeville

orangevilleribfest.com
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in partnership with BioPed Orangeville,
S H o E we’re doing a shoe drive for Soles4Souls.
D R IVE you can drop off your gently-used shoes at
the Ribfest entrance during operating hours

SOLES{SOULS S bioped /&5

CANADA bioped.com/orangeville

ADMISSION
IS FREE!

but cash or card
donations—we have tap—
are gratefully accepted!

Club of Orangevﬂl .
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1-888-243-6343 www.orangevillechrysler.com

AM. KORSTEN
JEWELLERSINC

Got an idea?
Let’s talk.

163 Broadway
Orangeville

519.941.1707

www.korstenjewellers.com
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2026 BUICK ENCORE

)W BUICK GMC
1-888-243-6343

www.macmastergm.com 0% Financing Available!

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTO

EXPLORING FIRE CAREERS: For four days, young girls and non-binary youth from across Dufferin County participated in Camp Molly
with the Orangeville Fire Department. The firefighting and first-responder camp ran from July 2 to 5 and taught participants various
skills, including first aid, vehicle rescue, breaching, and ladder training. The camp is meant to give participants a chance to build their
confidence, develop teamwork and learn if this career path is something they are interested in pursuing. Read a full story on Page A4.

Orangeville Rotary Ribfest closing in on $1 million
raised for commynity projects since inceptio

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Entering its 17th year of serving up barbe-
cue and community spirit, Orangeville Rotary
Ribfest is nearing a major milestone: $1 mil-
lion raised for local projects.

The ribfest has grown considerably since
its debut in 2010, expanding from about 9,600
attendees and $10,000 raised to one of Oran-
geville’s largest annual gatherings, attracting
more than 20,000 visitors each year.

“Since 2010 we have raised just over
$950,000,” said Ingrid Sproxton, a Rotary Club
member and Orangeville Ribfest co-organizer.
“We’re hoping to break $1 million this year.”

The annual fundraiser returns to the Alder
Street Recreation Centre from July 17 to 19,
with organizers hoping to surpass last year’s
attendance of just under 25,000 visitors.

This year’s proceeds will support the rede-
velopment of Rotary Park, where the Rotary
Club has committed $250,000 toward rebuild-

FILE PHOTO

GRILLING AND GLAZING: A vendor tends to a rack of ribs and chicken on the grill during
a previous Orangeville Rotary Ribfest. The annual fundraiser returns to the Alder Street
Recreation Centre from July 17 to 19, with organizers hoping to push total funds raised past

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

ing the playground as part of the park’s broad-
er revitalization. Sproxton said the club has
already raised $116,000 toward that commit-
ment and hopes this year’s Ribfest will help
move the fundraising effort beyond the half-
way mark.

The Orangeville Rotary Club has a long-

$1 million.

standing connection to Rotary Park on 2nd
Avenue, building it decades ago. The redevel-
opment project is a large undertaking with a
new playground, revitalized tennis courts, im-
proved sports fields, an artificial skating loop,
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and other improvements aimed at creating an
updated community space for future genera-
tions.

Continued on Page A9
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Orangeville
Precast

ﬂl’[: Concrete Ltd.
Landscape,
Masonry &
Septic Products

For All The Supplies
You Need

519-941-4050
633341 Hwy. #10

1.5 miles N of Orangeville
orangevilleprecast.ca

$1.00 per copy (95¢ + 5¢ G.S.T)

.“,’alkmshaw
Partners in Real Estate
Looking to sell
or buy a home?
519-942-7413

John@johnwalkinshaw.com "=

exp

EROKERAGE

www.JhnWaIkinshaw.com

® Registered trademark of
The Bank of Nova Scotia.

Scotia.

1 Topping
Pickup Special

MEDIUM LARGE X-LARGE

$9 $'I'I N4

50 ath Ave
919-942-0241

Optimized for Maximum

24

PIZZA

Efficiency &
Performance
from $55.99*/gal

ABenjamin Moore

FOCUS ON DECORATING
88 First St. Unit #4A, Orangeville
519-942-8171 focusondecorating.ca

©2025 Benjamin Moore & Co. Ltd. Benjamin Moore and the triangle M
symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited.
All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Offer valid at Focus On Decorating location only and can be terminated
at any time. See in store for details. *F535

BRAKES
Gomulete,Auto,Service;
Summer is
Here!
Book Your
A/C Tune-Up

519-940-8521
324 Broadway, Orangeville
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*Offer valid until July 16, 2026. Taxes extra.
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Mono man questions arsenic problem in municipal water supply

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Mono’s arsenic level in drinking water has
been fairly stable over the years.

The municipality is considering means to
address arsenic, but at least one resident
questions the need to spend money on the
issue.

Airport Road resident Ed Krakar is an
environmental engineer who specializes
in water and wastewater system design.
He was part of a team that successfully de-
signed an arsenic removal system. And he’s
had an interest in the situation regarding
arsenic in water from some of Mono’s mu-
nicipal wells.

“I think we need to really look seriously
(into) whether we really do have an arsenic
problem,” he said. “There is no long-term ev-
idence that we have high arsenic concentra-
tions in the ground water.”

He said there have been “grab samples”
over the years that have shown levels close
to the drinking water limit. But the accept-
able levels are not set according to health
concerns. Rather, the level is set by what
current technology can handle, he said.

“We get far more arsenic from our food
than we do from our water,” Krakar said.

He said he doesn’t believe Mono has a se-
rious arsenic problem in its water.

“I question whether we need to do any-
thing at all,” he said.

Councillor Melinda Davie said one of the
available options is indeed for the town to
do nothing. But there’s a broader issue that’s
created by Mono’s anticipated population
growth.

“We need to be prepared for it,” she said.
“And so the actual water capacity is an is-
sue.”

Removing arsenic will increase water ca-
pacity to meet anticipated demand.

Davie agreed with Krakar’s point that the
provincial government has a practice of
changing the limit of a maximum acceptable
concentration of arsenic in potable water.

“Let’s settle on a number,” she said.

Coun. Ralph Manktelow asked Krakar to
elaborate on his idea.

Krakar said there is iron in the groundwa-
ter. With the oxidation of iron, arsenic readi-
ly precipitates out with the iron.

“It'll collect in the well screens or it’ll
collect in the piping,” he said. “Then when
somebody cracks a valve to collect a sam-
ple, you'll get some particles breaking loose
from the walls of the pipe.”

That’s why that sample will indicate a high
arsenic level, he said.

“But there hasn’t been a program of con-
tinuous sampling from those wells that has
demonstrated we have an arsenic problem
in the well, in the groundwater itself, in the
aquifer,” he said.

One option to establish a baseline is con-
tinuous sampling over a period of time.

Manktelow said arsenic levels have been
increasing over the years, likely because of
arsenic dissolving from rocks in the aquifer.
And that’s a concern.

“I haven’t seen that data,” Krakar said.
“You may be right.”

Matt Doner, the town’s public works di-
rector, said the town samples its water quar-
terly as required.

“It’s been consistent,” he said. “We’ve had
spikes. We do flush and sample regularly.”

But Doner said he doesn’t think the arse-
nic level has necessarily increased over the
last 10 or 20 years.

“Arsenic is hard to predict because it’s
naturally occurring in the rock,” he said. “It’s
hard to predict and this is the reason why. It
could highaer. It could go lower.”

Over time, the level has been fairly stable
at six to eight micrograms per litre.

STOCK PHOTO

Nashville Takeover brings three-day songwriter experience to Orangeville

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Nashville Takeover is coming to Or-
angeville this weekend, providing a three-
day town-wide music experience bringing
original songwriting, storytelling and inti-
mate performances.

Presented by Backyard Music Co. in part-
nership with Josie’s Taphouse Craft Beer &
Kitchen and Barley Vine Rail Co., the event
will transform venues throughout town into
intimate stages featuring 15 songwriters
from Nashville and Canada from July 10-12.

Unlike a traditional music festival with
one main stage, The Nashville Takeover
is designed as a town-wide cultural expe-
rience, with performances taking place
across multiple venues and spaces.

While there has been a shakeup in par-
ticipating venues in the weeks leading up
to the event, with several withdrawing, six
are confirmed: Opera House, Orangeville
Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall, Kelsey’s Pa-
tio, Deja Vu Diner, Barley Vine Rail Co., and
Josie’s Taphouse.

The event will feature songwriter rounds,
one-off performances, and late-night expe-
riences where audiences can hear the sto-
ries behind the songs, while connecting di-
rectly with the artists.

“We're excited to bring the Nashville
Takeover to town and partner with an in-
credible group of local venues to create a
one-of-a-kind weekend built around a cu-
rated songwriter experience,” said Scotty
Grieve, Nashville Takeover founder and or-

ganizer. “Our goal is to help guests discover
new favourite venues, support local busi-
nesses, and create meaningful connections
through great songs and great company.”

He added, “We can’t wait to welcome ev-
eryone for an unforgettable weekend.”

Following successful takeovers in Port
Stanley and Collingwood, the Nashville
Takeover is now happening in 13 towns.
Orangeville was selected from hundreds of
communities across Canada based on its
cultural identity, downtown core and com-
munity spirit.

Organizers say the event is focused on in-
timacy and discovery, giving attendees the
chance to experience performances just
feet away from the artists while hearing the
inspiration and stories behind the music.

The lineup of performing artists is in-
tentionally unreleased until closer to the
event, with organizers emphasizing that the
weekend is about discovering emerging tal-
ent rather than following a traditional festi-
val lineup.

Performers from Nashville and Cana-
da are expected to bring a mix of country,
Americana, pop and folk music, with a fo-
cus on original songwriting and storytell-
ing.

Organizers say the weekend will also fea-
ture after parties, bar hops and exclusive
experiences designed to connect perform-
ers, attendees and local businesses.

The full schedule and venue details are
released to ticket holders ahead of the
event.

44-year-old Essa man dies following single-vehicle collision on Broadway in Orangeville

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers, along with local EMS and fire ser-
vices, responded to a serious single motor
vehicle collision in Orangeville, involving
an Essa man.

Emergency crews were dispatched to
the area of Broadway between Diane Drive
and Blind Line for a single motor vehicle

collision involving a passenger vehicle, on
the afternoon of June 30.

The driver, an adult male, was transport-
ed to a local hospital and subsequently air-
lifted to a Newmarket-area trauma centre
due to the severity of his injuries.

As a result of the collision, on July 1,
2026, the driver, a 44-year-old male from

Essa, was pronounced deceased.

Members of the OPP Technical Collision
Investigation (TCI) unit attended the scene
to assist with the investigation.

The investigation remains ongoing.

Anyone with information or dashcam
footage related to the incident is asked
to contact the Dufferin OPP at 1-888-310-

1122. To remain anonymous, please con-
tact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or
submit a tip online at ontariocrimestop-
pers.ca.

Anyone who witnessed the collision and
wish to access support services, Caledon/
Dufferin Victim Services can be reached at
905-951-3838.

Electronic waste

Limitations

Dufferin

county

G

519.941.2816 .

hazardous & electronic
waste event COMING SOON!

Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2026
Time: 3pm-8pm
Location: Orangeville Agricultural Society Event Centre
247090 Side Rd. 5, Mono
Hazardous waste

includes automotive containers, cleaning products, fluorescent lights,
batteries, paints, pesticides, pharmaceuticals, syringes, and much more.

includes audio equipment, cameras, computers, home entertainment
equipment, phones, and household electronic items, including lamps,
alarm clocks, microwaves, toasters, and small appliances.

No waste from industrial, commercial, or institutional sources. No white
goods/large appliances (including any appliances with freon). No garbage,
or recycling. No unidentified/unknown materials. No drums of materials.

Visit dufferincounty.ca/waste for updates and a full listing of acceptable materials & limitations.
Future events: August 19, September 19, October 31.

See website for details on hours & locations for each scheduled event.
Dufferin County residents, including Amaranth, East Garafraxa, Grand Valley, Melancthon, Mono,
Mulmur, Orangeville and Shelburne

can attend any of these events.

@dufferincounty.ca [l X dUﬁe rn

Edgar came to us from roaming wild in the
countryside. He’s come a long way and is
now such a sweet love bug who craves his
pets and Temptations these days! He is
looking for a peaceful loving home he can
finally call his own and adjust to living life
as a well deserved spoiled kitty!

Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

RED & BLACK CURRANTS & STRAWBERRIES ARE HERE!
- NEW POTATOES, FRESH PEAS, ASPARAGUS, GARLIC, RADISHES,
LETTUCES, GARLIC SCAPES & RHUBARB ARE HERE!

LOCAL PRODUCE - PLANTS - GROCERY - BAKED TREATS - SEASONAL FLOWERS

Eat Locally Grown And Taste The Difference | Open Daily 8am to 7pm | 905-584-9461
16930 Airport Road « 2.5 km North of Caledon East » @rockgardenfarms




Mono considers options to improve
drinking water system, reduce arsenic

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Mono has identified a need to re-evaluate
its water supply in relation to changes in pro-
vincial standards for arsenic concentrations
in potable water,

In light of planned and approved growth,
the municipality will consider reducing arse-
nic concentrations that exceed the maximum
allowable concentration limits.

When the town’s wells were commis-
sioned, the maximum acceptable concentra-
tion (MAC) for arsenic, as stipulated in the
Ontario Drinking Water Quality Standards
(ODWQS), was 0.025 mg/L, and all the wells
were comfortably within this limit.

Accordingly, the Island Lake Drinking Wa-
ter System (DWS) does not have treatment in
place for arsenic.

Four of the five wells in the Island Lake
DWS are in compliance, but all five wells have
raw water concentrations of arsenic that are
reported to be above half of the MAC, which
is now five micrograms per litre or 0.005 mg/L.

Additional care and monitoring are re-
quired when arsenic levels exceed the half
MAC.

According to a presentation from R.J. Burn-
side and Associates, arsenic levels tend to
fluctuate and may increase over time, posing
a threat to the town’s Island Lake DWS and a
major concern for the municipality.

“There is a slight trend upward is what
we've been seeing over the years,” said Matt
Paznar of R.J. Burnside. “There isn’t anything
too major. But they do seem to be averaging
slightly higher over time.”

Sometimes one of the wells (Coles Well
Production Well 1) has had arsenic concen-
trations exceeding the 10 micrograms per li-
tre MAC. As such, Coles Well PW1 was taken
offline in late 2017, causing a loss of raw wa-
ter supply to the system and thereby reducing
the firm capacity of the Island Lake DWS.

The Ministry of the Environment, Con-
servation and Parks (MECP) requested that
the town implement measures to restore the
potable water supply that comply with the
ODWQS, including reducing arsenic concen-
trations.

Paznar said there are three broad cate-
gories of technical solutions to the arsenic
problem. Remove arsenic from the raw water
using a water treatment plant. Seek hydro-
geological solutions, such as drawing water
from aquifers with lower arsenic levels, or

address the potential for fluctuations and/or
increases in arsenic concentration in existing
wells. And obtain water from the supply of a
different municipality.

“The preferred alternative may include a
combination of solutions, implemented in a
staged approach if required,” he said.

The preferred alternative is to drill new
wells and connect Island Lake and Cardinal
Woods drinking water systems together, to be
implemented in the following stages:

Stage 1: Drill two new wells at the Klon-
dyke Gravel Pit site (Klondyke Test Well site),
complete with a building that provides the
required disinfection, and connect to the Car-
dinal Woods DWS (immediate);

Stage 2: Connect the Island Lake and Car-
dinal Woods systems together by a transmis-
sion main to form one drinking water system
(short-term);

Stage 3: Decommission Coles PW1 (the
well is currently above the arsenic limits and
has been out of service since 2017) (short-
term); and

Stage 4: Reduce reliance on remaining Is-
land Lake DWS wells by decommissioning all
but the largest capacity wells when there is
an adequate supply of non-arsenic water and/
or arsenic limits are further reduced in the fu-
ture (long-term).

“So not everything will happen right away,”
Paznar said. “It will be done likely over a sev-
en to 10 year range depending on the growth
that the town sees.”

The preferred alternative is the only one
that can supply enough raw water to meet the
existing demands; accommodates all antici-
pated growth within the town in proximity to
both existing systems; does not require reli-
ance on the Island Lake DWS wells that have
naturally occurring concentration of arsenic;
meets the current provincial drinking water
standards for the concentration of arsenic in
the drinking water as well as treatment (i.e.,
disinfection only); has the lowest capital, op-
eration and maintenance (O&M), and 20-year
net present value (NPV) estimated costs and
is easy to implement and operate; and meets
the problem/opportunity statement.

He said Mono will need more water storage
when the population increases by 1,300 peo-
ple. That may require a new water tower at
the Klondyke test well site.

“That would be the long-term plan for the
drinking water systems for the Town of Mono
at this time,” Paznar said.
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FUNDING BOOST: The Grand Valley Library recently secured $20,000 in funding from the
Government of Ontario, which will be used to further expand and develop the Library of
Things program, offering sports equipment and games to loan with a library card. Grand
Valley Mayor Steve Solomon (right) and Dufferin-Caledon MPP Sylvia Jones (left) attend-
ed the celebration and ribbon cutting to show their support.

Grand Valley Public Library receives
$20,000 for Library of Things program

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Grand Valley Public Library will ex-
pand its newly launched Library of Things ini-
tiative after receiving a $20,000 grant from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation.

Sarah McTaggart, program and outreach
manager for the Grand Valley Public Library,
said the funding will allow the library to add
more resources for residents of all ages.

“The library is over the moon excited to be
able to provide this to the community,” she
said. “This is a great way in which we can
provide affordable, equitable resources to the
community of all ages. We have a few items
in our Library of Things already, but this has
just expanded it, and we definitely have heard
from community members that they would
really like to see more accessible items for
them.”

During the grant reception ceremony on
July 2, public officials attended, including
Dufferin—-Caledon MPP Sylvia Jones and
Grand Valley Mayor Steve Solomon.

Mayor Solomon recognized the tremen-
dous accomplishment of securing this grant
and thanked the Ontario Government for its
continued support.

“The Ontario Government, they have been
very good to this town,” he said. “This was
a one-in-a-million opportunity. It’'s good that
we have a good rep over at Queen’s Park; she
seems to think we're in need of some things
and gets them delivered. So, thank you.”

The Library of Things is a relatively new
initiative that allows libraries to provide free

access to sports equipment and large-scale
games that library patrons can take out with
their library card.

The library already has several options
available, such as oversized Connect Four,

Tetris, and Jenga, along with several sports - 5

options, such as the popular Pickleball and
Spikeball. With the new funding, even more

activities are expected to be added in the near )

future.

McTaggart said that the Library of Things
specifically offers kids and their families the
chance to have fun without the need for tech-
nology.

“The nice piece about it is that it gives
families and kids something to do that’s com-
pletely different from a normal routine,” she
said. “Sometimes parents will find themselves
thinking, we don’t want them on a screen, so
Tetris, instead of being on a screen, for exam-
ple, is right here in physical form.”

McTaggart said the expansion reflects the
changing role of libraries in communities.

“We have known for several years that li-
braries are definitely becoming so much more
than just places for books,” she said. “We are
working each and every day to become more
inclusive, welcoming, and allowing people so
much more access to other things than just
books, from technology, entertainment and
more.”

With this extra funding secured, the library
will continue to focus on what it does best:
providing a welcome, well-stocked communi-
ty space that lets local residents access cut-
ting-edge technology, education programs,
entertainment options, and, of course,
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Camp Molly inspires future flreflghters throughhands on experlences

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Camp Molly finished up in Orangeville
with strong participation, high engagement
and a growing number of young people now
considering careers in the fire service.

From July 2 to 5, dozens of female and
non-binary youth campers came to the Or-
angeville Fire Hall to participate in Camp
Molly, a firefighter camp meant to introduce
them to the basics of the trade.

According to Orangeville Fire Chief John
Snider, the camp exceeded expectations de-
spite challenging weather, with 35 female
and non-binary campers participating along-
side approximately 25 to 30 volunteers and
instructors.

“I'd say it was a great success,” he said.
“Everything went incredibly well. The camp-
ers were phenomenal. We worked our way
through the heat and the challenging weath-
er, but I think that helped bring all the girls
and the campers together.”

Camper Meredith Beattie said the expe-
rience was positive, filled with learning and
support.

“Camp Molly provided such an empow-
ering and rewarding experience,” she said.

“Learning from so many strong women who
shared their knowledge was inspiring. Every
day was filled with hands-on training, and I

enjoyed hearing about the relat-
ed professions of the fire service.
The staff and volunteers were
super welcoming and supportive
and they pushed me to challenge
myself in all evolutions.”

While extreme heat forced
organizers to adapt by adding
cooling stations, fans and extra
hydration breaks, Snider said
safety remained the top priority,
and campers handled themselves
well.

Throughout the camp, partici-
pants rotated through a wide va-
riety of practical and educational
stations designed to showcase the
many roles within emergency ser-
vices.

Activities included operating
fire hoses and hydrants, ladder
work, auto extrication, donning
firefighting gear and self-con-
tained breathing apparatus, forc-
ible entry exercises, fire investiga-
tion, emergency medical response
with Dufferin County Paramedic
Service, public education and
emergency communications.

The goal, Snider said, was to
expose campers to far more than
the traditional image of firefight-

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTOS
EXPLORING FIRE CAREERS: For four days, young girls and non-binary youth from across Duf-
ferin County participated in Camp Molly with the Orangeville Fire Department. Some participants
came from the northern parts of Dufferin, including Shelburne, to take part in the firefighting and
first-responder camp from July 2 to 5. Participants learned a variety of skills, such as first aid, vehi-
cle rescue, breaching and ladder training. The camp is meant to give participants a chance to build
their confidence, develop teamwork and learn if this career path is something they are interested
in pursuing.

ers, highlighting the many career opportuni-
ties in prevention, inspections, dispatch, and
other support roles.

“That’s what the whole camp was about, is
opening eyes to things that aren’t maybe the
Hollywood version of firefighters,” he said.
“That concerns the inspections and preven-
tion and the dispatch and more. There’s a lot
of different opportunities that aren’t on a fire
truck in the fire service.”

Representatives from the Ontario Provin-
cial Police and the Ministry of Transporta-
tion also participated, providing campers
with additional insight into careers in public

with their fitting for bunker gear on Tuesday
night, and there were a lot of quiet, intimi-
dated and nervous campers, but they just
continued to grow. From being afraid to talk
to working great in a group, working with
the instructors and their teammates, and all
that stuff, it was just really great to see.”

The experience appears to have had a
lasting impact, with several campers already
planning to pursue careers in firefighting and
some enrolling in fire pre-service college
programs this fall.

The camp was also offered free of charge
thanks to extensive community support.

Snider credited the Ontario Fire Academy’s
$10,000 donation, along with contributions
from Firehouse Subs, Dufferin Emergency
Management, local grocery stores, Star-
bucks, Tim Hortons and many other busi-
nesses that donated meals, supplies and re-
freshments throughout the event.

Although Camp Molly is expected to ro-
tate to another community before eventual-
ly returning to Orangeville, Snider said the
local fire service remains committed to sup-
porting the program in the future.

To learn more about Camp Molly, go to:
campmolly.ca

safety.

Snider said one of the most rewarding
aspects of the camp was watching partic-
ipants grow in confidence throughout the

program.

“It's heartwarming to see the change
“We first started off

over time,” he said.

The Citizen would like to correct in-
formation included in a story that ran on
page A3 of the July 2 edition. The story,
with the headline “County increases price
for garbage bag tags, revenue to reach
$150,000,” incorrectly stated that garbage

Correction

bags placed at the curb could be black
bags. Dufferin County’s clear garbage bag
program, implemented in 2013, requires
all garbage to be placed in clear garbage
bags. Black garbage bags are not permit-

ted.
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BRINGING FLAVOURS HOME: Lisa and Kevin John (Centre), owners of Lisa’s West
Indian Grocery, celebrate the store’s grand opening on June 27 at 15 Brenda Blvd,,
Unit 103, Orangeville, alongside Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post (left), Coun. Joe Andrews
(right) and their two children. The new locally owned grocery store brings West In-
dian products and specialty foods to the community, with the owners thanking town
officials, family, friends and customers for their support in marking the milestone.

BROWSING THE SHELVES: Customers browse the shelves at Lisa’s West Indian Gro-
cery during the store’s grand opening on June 27 at 15 Brenda Blvd., Unit 103, Oran-
geville. Owners Lisa and Kevin John welcomed members of the community, including
Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post and Coun. Joe Andrews, who attended the opening cel-
ebration to mark the arrival of the new West Indian grocery store.
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Advocates seek support for new
fairgrounds’ community centre

Written By MUHAMMAD HAMZA

Caledon advocates are encouraging resi-
dents to support the construction of a new
community centre in their community.

Once constructed, the building will be lo-
cated at Caledon Fairgrounds.

Mustafa Ali, Treasurer of the Caledon Agri-
cultural Society (CAS), explained the signif-
icance of building a new community centre
for residents.

“For a long period of time, this area of
Caledon has [needed] a community centre or
maybe a fitness centre,” he said.

As the Fairgrounds have long been in use
for celebration events like the Canada Day
festival, Caledon Fair, and other social com-
munity events, Ali said that CAS has decided
to expand the use of these parcels of land to
build a community centre on one portion,
and the other will be used as a high-level fit-
ness centre.

“We are partnering with the organization
called C3, which trains Olympic-level ath-
letes, so they will have the fitness facility
available within the same building,” he said.

C3 (Canadian Cross Training Club) is a
non-profit organization that helps people of
all ages to adopt a healthy multi-sport life-
style and achieve athletic fitness goals.

With a headquarters in Bolton, the club
offers a range of programs for people of all
ages, like swimming, running, cycling, and
more.

Ali added the CAS also has an “ambitious
plan” to eventually build an Olympic-class
training pool if funding and community sup-
port can be secured, with assistance from C3.

“This is just a beginning,” he said.

Ali said that the proposal will be submitted
to the Town of Caledon “very soon” to seek
approval.

“We have already done the plan layout,
land studies, and things like that,” he said.

While speaking about the timeline of the
project, Ali said that, once the proposal re-
ceives approval from the Town of Caledon,
he is hopeful that “the ground-breaking will
either be the end of this year or early next
year”.

Although events like the Caledon Canada
Day and Strawberry Festival, and the Cale-
don Fair have been ongoing for years, he add-
ed they generate little surplus revenue for the
CAS to run its programs.

“We barely even break even with the funds,”
Ali said. “Otherwise, it is usually through the
funding we receive from different people,
the Town, the Regional government, and the
Province.”

For a community centre project, he said
the society has started several funding ini-
tiatives, including a Kubota raffle, as well
as “generous support” from former Caledon
mayor Allan Thompson and his wife, Anne
Thompson, who are helping through their
foundation and Legacy Golf Classic at Osprey
Valley.

Giving a message to the community, Ali
called on residents to come out and support
the society in this important project.

“We are doing this for you. We need your
financial support and volunteer support as
well,” he said.

“This is a need we have found in the com-
munity, and everyone I have spoken to appre-
ciates us taking that initiative, but we can’t
do it alone.”

Dufferin Ghild and

Family Services

urgently seeking local foster families

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Dufferin Child and Family Services
(DCAFYS) is encouraging more local residents
to consider becoming foster families, as the
organization continues to seek safe, stable,
and supportive homes for children and youth
in need throughout the region.

In a statement published in its latest com-
munity newsletter, DCAFS said there is an
urgent need for foster families from across
Dufferin County and emphasized that people
from all walks of life can make a meaningful
difference.

“At DCAF'S, we are urgently seeking fami-
lies from the Dufferin region who are willing to
open their hearts and homes to these vulnera-
ble children,” the statement read. “Regardless
of your background, there is a place for you
in our mission to provide the hope, care, and
support these children and youth deserve.”

The organization noted that while becom-
ing a foster parent involves a thorough screen-
ing and training process, prospective families
are supported at every step.

“Becoming a foster family involves vari-

ous essential steps such as criminal record
checks, home visits, training, and more, all
of which are crucial in ensuring the safety
and well-being of the children,” the statement
continued. “But we are here to help and pro-
vide all needed support in every step of this
rewarding journey.”

According to DCAFS, foster families play a
critical role in helping children through diffi-
cult periods in their lives by providing stability,
encouragement, and a caring home environ-
ment.

The organization stressed that every child
has different experiences, strengths, interests,
and needs, meaning there is no single type of
family that is the right fit for every child.

Whether providing short-term care, emer-
gency placement, or longer-term support,
foster families can have a lasting impact on a
child’s future.

DCAFS encourages anyone interested in
learning more about fostering to reach out
to the organization to discuss the application
process and determine whether becoming a
foster family is the right fit.

To learn more, go to dcafs.on.ca/services/
child-welfare/foster-care-adoption
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Theatre Orangeville’s Young Company set to premiere ‘Into the Woods’

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Theatre Orangeville’s Young Company is
heading Into the Woods this summer, bring-
ing fairy tales and their consequences to life
on the stage as they explore classic tales
through song.

Running July 24 to 27 at Theatre Oran-
geville, Into the Woods reimagines some of
literature’s most recognizable fairy tale char-
acters, weaving them into a single narrative.
While audiences may be familiar with the
characters, the production takes a different
approach than the traditional fairy tale for-
mula, exploring what happens after wishes
come true and examining the consequences
that follow.

Rather than ending with a conventional
happily-ever-after, Into the Woods challeng-
es audiences to consider the complexity of
its characters and the choices they make.
Throughout the production, seemingly sim-
ple stories become interconnected as charac-
ters pursue their dreams, confront unexpect-
ed outcomes and learn that every action has
lasting consequences.

For the cast, that complexity is part of
what made the production so appealing.

“Into the Woods is not like any other show,”
a Young Company member said. “Most of the
time, musicals will have this big happy end-
ing, and you can normally predict, alright,
beginning they have an issue, they solve it,
happy ever after. But with Into the Woods, it
is very bittersweet. It’s again actions and con-
sequences... it’s unlike any other show, and I
think it’s very special, and it should be shown
as often as it can.”

Performers described the musical as one
that offers something different from a typical
family show, with layered storytelling that
allows audiences to interpret its themes in
different ways depending on their own expe-
riences. Familiar fairy tales provide an acces-
sible starting point, but the production delves
deeper into questions about responsibility,
morality and the realities that follow achiev-
ing one’s goals.

The music itself presents another chal-

lenge. Sondheim’s intricate score is known
for its rapid-fire lyrics, demanding harmonies
and carefully crafted musical motifs, requir-
ing performers to master technically diffi-
cult material while conveying the emotional
depth behind every scene.

The show’s structure also gives nearly ev-

ery performer a chance to shine. Instead of

revolving around a single protagonist, Into
the Woods follows multiple storylines simul-
taneously, allowing each character to play a
meaningful role in moving the story forward.

“Every single character in this show is
important in some way, shape, or form,” a
Young Company member said. “Whether it
be following them in a lot of the scenes, or
they are the one person that you might think
is not really super important, but then they
do something that changed the entire course
of the story... I feel like Into the Woods is a
really good show for having everyone in the
cast feel like they're doing something really
important, they're contributing to the show,
and they are making the show better.”

The approach is reflected in the casting,
with several performers taking on multiple
roles throughout the production. Switching
between vastly different personalities - from
fairy tale heroes to villains and comic char-
acters - has challenged the young actors to
develop distinct performances while helping
create the production’s expansive world.

The production also emphasizes ensemble
work. Although individual characters each
have defining moments, cast members say
the musical relies on everyone working to-
gether to tell the story, making collaboration
as important as any single performance.

Bringing a production of this scale to life is
no small undertaking.

Preparation for the show began months be-
fore rehearsals officially started. Theatre Or-
angeville’s production team began planning
late last year, securing performance rights,
assembling the creative team and develop-
ing the production schedule before moving
into set, costume and design work. Once
rehearsals began, the cast worked through
an intensive four-week process to transform
the musical from auditions into a fully staged

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTO

TELLING OF TALES: The cast behind Into The Woods, the newest production by Theatre
Orangeville’s Young Company, takes a break from rehearsals. Featuring a medley of fairy
tales, the production takes each tale, systematically breaks them down, and analyzes the
values within through song, offering unique perspectives to both those familiar with the

tales and those coming in blind.

production.

The production is the culmination of The-
atre Orangeville’s annual Young Company
program, which brings together performers
from students entering Grade 7 through grad-
uating high school students.

Unlike some theatre camps, Young Compa-
ny is designed to replicate the experience of
mounting a professional production. Partic-
ipants audition for roles, work alongside in-
dustry professionals and rehearse under the
same expectations found in professional the-
atre, all while developing their acting, singing
and stagecraft.

This year’s production was also shaped
by the participants themselves. Organizers
invited the young performers to pitch shows
they were interested in tackling before ulti-
mately selecting Into the Woods, recognizing
both the enthusiasm for the musical and the
opportunity it offered to showcase the cast’s
abilities.

For many participants, Young Company
has become more than a place to perform.
Returning cast members describe it as a wel-

coming environment where friendships are
formed across age groups and where experi-
enced performers support newcomers.

“That belonging is the biggest reason why
I love Young Company so much,” one Young
Company member said. “I keep coming back
every year, because on the very first day I
spent with Young Company three years ago, I
remember being so scared that I was going to
be on the outskirts and I wasn’t going to en-
joy myself, and as soon as I walked in, there
was a big circle of people, and someone came
and invited me, we sat and we talked in a big
circle.”

“From that day, this became my second
home. It’s so inclusive and welcoming for
anybody, no matter where you’'re from, how
old you are. Without this company, I never
would have met some of my closest friends.”

As opening night approaches, audienc-
es can expect a production that combines
familiar fairy tales with thought-provoking
storytelling, challenging music and the col-
laborative energy of a cast working together
to bring Into the Woods to life.
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Go every service appointment. As a
MacMaster Certified Service ConsulGant, he
works hard to ensure every visit is smooth
and stress-free. Whether you're dropping in
for maintenance or need help navigating a
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Maurice
McDonald

Service Consultant

Maurice is Ghe kind of advisor who makes
service feel easy. He’s known for his warm,
approachable style and his ability to keep
customers informed every stiep of the way.
With strong product knowledge and a
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Jazz Matharu
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Mended

7. Hymns

13. Commercial transport
of goods

14. Poked holes in the
ground

16. They precede C

17. Branch of knowledge
concerned with wealth

19. Larry and Curly’s pal
20. Injured

22. Popular type of dance
23. Moon crater

25. American state

26. Places to lock
valuables

28. Stalk that supports the
capsule

29. Keyboard key

30. °__ death do us part
31. A type of cage

33. A place to sleep

34. Annual music awards
show

36. Made over

38. Hard, stony substance

40. Incantations

41. Long-legged, wading
bird

43. Breathe noisily

44. Congressman

45. Rip off

47. Golf score

48. Popular pickup truck
51. Where infants sleep
53. Music term

55. Small opening in a
surface

56. Musical term meaning
“very”

58. Soviet Socialist
Republic

59. Treats with powder
60. Email subject line
feature

61. A British lawyer

64. Expression of laughter
65. Farmer’s calendar
67. Seeds used as food
69. Eurasian shrubs

70. Periods of inactivity
CLUES DOWN

1. Hard things to kick

2. Collective of countries

3. Letter of Hebrew
alphabet

4. One-time Alabama
running back
Eddie

5. One’s sense of self-
esteem

6. Of the teeth

7. Treat with care

8. Type of whale

9. Curved structure
10. Emits coherent
radiation

11. One of the Gospels
(abbr.)

12. Smallest interval in
western music

13. Netherlands seat of
government

15. Gives to charitably
18. Lout

21. Pastas

24. Release from
restrictions

26. Female sibling

27. Title of respect

30. Silver coins
32.Region in India

35. Partner to cheese

37. Dark or dusky

38. Pacific Northwest tree
39. Exaggerate

42. Toddler

43. Touch lightly

46. Fundamentals

47. Jeopardies

49. Curved structures

50. Isolated, flat-topped
hills

52. Forming the bottom
layer

54. Reciprocal of sine
55. Genus of Old World
birds

57. New York college
59. Cloak

62. Kawhi Leonard’s team
(abbr.)

63. Vietnamese offensive
66. “The Great Lakes
State”

68.“__, myself and I”
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English: Picnic
Spanish: Picnic
Italian: Picnic
French: Pique-nique
German: Picknick
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Orangeville Rotary Ribfest nears $1 million raised since 2010

Continued from FRONT

This year’s festival will feature one new
ribber, Big Texas BBQ, along with new musi-
cal acts The Nobs, Kvetch and Mossy Frog.
Returning favourites include The Campfire
Poets and Larry Kurtz and the Lawbreakers,
while KidsFest will introduce free family pho-
tos for the first time.

Visitors can also enjoy the Classic Car
Show, a variety of food vendors and a return-
ing shoe drive for Soles4Souls in partnership
with BioPed Orangeville. Last year, the ini-
tiative collected about 150 pairs of shoes —
enough to fill a half-ton truck — and organiz-
ers hope to surpass that total this year.

Sproxton said the event’s success has al-
ways been rooted in community support.

“What has contributed to the success of
Ribfest is 100 per cent the great support from
the community, including sponsors, vendors,
volunteers, patrons, the County of Dufferin
and the Town of Orangeville,” she said. “Or-
angeville is a very supportive community for
Rotary, and I think that’s what’s made it the
successful event that it is.”

More than 200 volunteers help make the fes-
tival possible each year, alongside community
partners such as the Orangeville Headwaters
Minor Baseball Association, the Orangeville
Northmen, the Orangeville Flyers, IODE Duf-
ferin, and the Four Scouts of Orangeville.

“We just couldn’t do it without that kind of
volunteer support,” said Sproxton.

Over the years, Ribfest proceeds have fund- g
ed projects including the Fendley Park Splash |

Pad, the natural playground at Island Lake
Conservation Area in partnership with the Or-
angeville Lions, the Rotary gazebo along the
Island Lake trail and the gazebo at the emer-
gency entrance of Headwaters Health Care
Centre.

“We’'ve used that $950,000 towards many
projects ... the money goes right back into the
community,” Sproxton said.

“We hope everyone will leave Ribfest with a
full stomach, a big smile and great memories,”
she said.

FILE PHOTO

Mono man lobbies against heavy truck traffic in residential neighbourhood

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

At least one Mono resident wants council
to put the brakes on heavy vehicles using his
road as a shortcut.

French Drive resident Stephen Russell told
council during a June meeting that the amount
of commercial traffic on his street is “unbeliev-
able.” He’d often heard about it, but he would
typically leave for work at 5:30 a.m. and return
at 4:30 p.m.

“Now that I'm retired, it I unbelievable
during the day the amount of commercial ve-
hicles up and down that road,” he said. “It’s
epidemic.”

French Drive runs parallel to Highway 9.

Transport trucks and tow trucks, of course.
But he said there is no exaggeration when he
say there are about 40 empty school buses that
traverse the road.

“They sound like transport trucks,” Russell

said. “They have the same engines, the same
tires. So it’s an annoyance and they don’t abide
by the speed limit. Not even close.”

French Drive has become a feeder road for
an industrial complex, he said.

And he wanted to know what Mono is doing
to enforce the municipal bylaws in that area.

Mayor John Creelman said he’d met with
Russell and his wife and saw first-hand what
the traffic there was like during his weekend
visit. He said he asked Michael Dunmore, the
town’s CAO, to reach out to the school bus
company.

“You're bearing the brunt of the fact that
they (bus drivers) do not want to go out to the
Second Line to get onto Highway 9,” Creelman
said. “The road is essentially, in my view, an
arterial road in disguise in a residential neigh-
bourhood.”

Dunmore said he had spoken with bus
company representatives about having the

bus fleet, with the exception of the few that
fetches French Drive students, to begin using
Second Line.

Otherwise, speed enforcement falls under
the Highway Traffic Act, he said.

“But we have in the past circulated a letter
to the businesses,” Dunmore said. “I think
it might have helped for a little while. But I
wouldn’t hesitate to revisit that letter to the
businesses as well.”

Matt Doner, the town’s public works di-
rector and roads superintendent, said speed
humps have been installed on French Drive
and he’s hopeful those measures will help.

“It has helped,” Russell said. “But they’re go-
ing to come down in probably September or
October and it’s going to be right back to what
it always is.”

And that means heavy vehicle traffic driving
at 60 km/h or 70 km/h on a 40 knn/h thorough-
fare.

“It's bad,” he said. “It really is.”

Russell likened it to a roller coaster, with
heavy vehicles accelerating without slowing.
He has lived there for more than 30 years and
the problem has gotten worse in that time.

Councillor Melinda Davie suggested that the
trucks and buses may be using French Drive to
avoid the recent construction on Highway 9.

Russell said the recent roadwork was far-
ther west on the highway.

He said Mono doesn’t have the proper road
signage regarding vehicle weight limits to fa-
cilitate enforcement.

Creelman said the enforcement issue will
be pursued with Doner and the Dufferin OPP
detachment.

“We have a difficulty having a bylaw officer
enforce a situation where there’s a moving ve-
hicle,” the mayor said. “It really has to be the
police.”

“There is no enforcement,” Russell said.

Upper Grand District School Bord approves nearly $530 million 2026-27 budget

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Upper Grand District School Board
(UGDSB) has approved a $529-million budget
for the 2026-27 school year.

The budget reflects priorities outlined in the
UGDSB’s Vision 2026+ multi-year plan. These
include student achievement, lifelong learning,
health and well-being, equity and access, foun-
dational education, and sustainability, said the
board in a June 30 press release.

“Since launching our Multi-Year Plan in 2022,
we have worked to build a strong foundation
for student success,” said UGDSB CEO Peter
Sovran. “This budget reflects that journey. With
every decision, we remained focused on pro-
tecting the programs, supports and learning
opportunities that have the greatest impact on

students. It demonstrates our commitment to
delivering on our vision while planning respon-
sibly for the future.”

The board said the approved budget reflects
the financial realities school boards are facing
throughout Ontario. These challenges include
declining enrolment, rising operational costs,
inflationary pressures, and increasing demand
for specialized student supports.

“Developing a balanced budget in today’s
environment requires disciplined planning and
a clear understanding of priorities,” said Scott
Keys, UGDSB’s Chief Financial Officer.

“By using zero-based budgeting and ground-
ing our decisions in the board’s strategic pri-
orities, we have developed financial estimates
that are aligned, balanced, and compliant while
ensuring resources are directed where they

can have the greatest impact for students.”

Both zero-based budgeting and the UGDSB's
Let’'s GO! Methodology was used to create the
board’s 2026-27 spending plan.

The methodology is a planning framework
that guides budgeting, operations and student
achievement. It breaks down the board’s stra-
tegic priorities into measurable outcomes and
uses data to monitor progress.

“As trustees, we have a responsibility to en-
sure every dollar entrusted to us is invested
thoughtfully and responsibly,” said Ralf Mes-
enbrink, UGDSB chair. “This budget reflects
careful stewardship of public funds while re-
maining firmly focused on student learning
and well-being. We are confident this budget
positions the UGDSB to continue delivering
high-quality education and meaningful oppor-

tunities for every learner.”

The board said the 2026-2027 budget invests
in evidence-informed literacy and mathemat-
ics interventions, strengthened human rights
and equity initiatives, proactive mental health
supports, and innovative sustainability proj-
ects. These projects are aimed at improving
operational efficiency while reducing environ-
mental impacts.

Approximately 97 per cent of the UGDSB’s
operating budget supports students, with fund-
ing allocated to areas including teaching and
learning, school operations, transportation
and student services.

The UGDSB'’s 2026-27 financial estimates
include funding for teaching and learning, stu-
dent services, school operations and transpor-
tation, according to the board.
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Kilts, cabers and Highland pride return for Fergus Scottish Festival

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

The Fergus Scottish Festival and High-
land Games are set for their usual tim-
ing; the second weekend of August, this
year Aug. 7-9. The festival is celebrating
81 years of honouring Scottish heritage in
this wider region and beyond, as people
come from far and wide to be part of it.

A festival such as this brings the true
sense of Scotland, “without the airfare,”
says the motto of the show.

For a newcomer, the startling fanfare of
the bagpipes, how they almost screech to
remind us that they were the first wave of
fear the ancient Scottish troops delivered
on their enemies.

Yet, within the other hours of the festi-
val, their rendition of Amazing Grace will
shake the ground under your feet while
thrilling your heart with the power of their
music. Music mixes with tradition for the
three days of the festival, with the tattoo
ceremony on Friday evening, the concert
Saturday night and the dancing music that
lifts the feet of the Scottish dance compe-
titions all weekend.

There are feats tested at the heavy
events when men of endurance and
strength lift and toss huge poles, called
cabers; they spin and toss discs and a va-
riety of heavy things, including 65-pound
stones.

The ladies have long since taken up
these challenges as well, spinning and
tossing, braving the lift and throwing the
logs, but in a stated direction and landing
according to specific placing established
centuries ago.

Up and down the laneways of the fes-
tival’s layout are many tents and shelters
inviting visitors to step in, and these are
the weekend homes for the Clans, the his-
torians, the family researchers who may
trace your family name back a long way.

CONTRIBTUED PHOTO

PIPES IN PERFECT HARMONY: The “mass bands” bring together all of the pipe and drum
bands attending the Fergus Scottish Festival and Highland Games. Gathered on the Main
Field, the combined bands mark the end of the day with performances of traditional piec-
es, including “Amazing Grace,” before marching off the field. This photo shows the 12 bands

that took part in the 2025 festival.

There are vendors galore, selling a wide
variety of food, as well as jewellery, cloth-
ing, ornaments, souvenirs — you name it.

The food is all types of meals that might
come from a Scottish kitchen and fish ‘n’
chips, haggis, fruit dipped in chocolate — it
is a festival, after all.

Fergus Scottish Festival Executive Di-
rector Elizabeth Bendertold the Citizen
they are thrilled with ticket sales so far
and with their special guest from Scot-
land, John Bell.

Better known as Ian Frazer Murray to
millions of viewers of the Outlander series
across the globe. In his role, Bell took the
character Ian to grow to manhood over
the 10-year run of the fabulous and very

famous Outlander. The wind-down to the
end was a hugely emotional time for Bell,
along with the other actors, like parting
with family.

Based on the historical fantasy books
by Diana Gabaldon, which have sold 50
million copies worldwide, the series came
to its 10-year finale this year.

Diana Gabaldon is currently writing a
new book to add to the line of books, and
who knows what the future of Outlander
might be.

Elisabeth Bender commented on how
well the previous visits of other Outland-
er stars have been. They have travelled to
Fergus from Scotland for many years and
have always delighted the fans coming to

the Fergus Highland Games. With the se-
ries finale, the administration of the Fer-
gus festival is still keen to bring the actors
to Fergus.

“We have had tremendous success with
their visits,” she said. “For years, our pa-

| trons are telling us they are loving meet-

ing the artists. We set up a number of oc-
casions over the weekend for chances to
talk to them. This year some of those with
John Bell are sold already out. ”

The conversation turned to the final
touches of the preparation for this 81st
Highland Games, noting that already there
are tentative plans being made for next
year.

This year, there are spectacular events
taking place. Bender praised the Heavy
Events and the Highland Dancers compe-
titions that will be a part of Sunday’s pro-
grams.

Also: Ally the Piper, an internet sensa-
tion, will be on deck for “all three days,
including Sunday.” Bender said. “She’s so
popular — she has become such a hit.”

For Bender, she admits that she has
“fallen in love with the festival. I love to
hear the cheers for the Heavy Events, the
feeling that people are having a good time;
some come for the music and others the
atmosphere.”

Mostly, it is the passion of the people
running every aspect of the festival that
earns Bender’s deep respect and affec-
tion. Like so many other shows, this is
run almost exclusively by volunteers, who
themselves have such a passion for the
festival that they come back year after
year to help run it.

She said, “I am in awe they are so pas-
sionate about the Scottish culture”.

For 81 years now, the pipes and drums
have filled our minds and ears with their
traditional, very specific music, telling us
about the gripping history they represent.

Dufferin Arts Council awards $3,000 scholarships to three graduating students

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Dufferin Arts Council has awarded its
annual Anne Laurier Scholarships to three
local students pursuing post-secondary
studies in the arts.

This year’s recipients — Audrey HawKkins,
Kaitlyn Paula and Savannah Bourne — were
selected from a group of talented applicants
who submitted portfolios showcasing their
artistic abilities.

The $3,000 scholarships are awarded an-
nually to local students continuing their

education in the arts. Each applicant was
required to complete an application and
submit a portfolio of their work, which was
reviewed by arts professionals from a vari-
ety of disciplines.

“The selection process was very challeng-
ing this year,” the application reviewers said.
“It was an honour and a delight to partici-
pate in reviewing all the submissions. These
three students will be a tremendous asset to
the arts community.”

Hawkins is a graduate of Centre Dufferin
District High School in Shelburne and will
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APPLY TODAY!
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Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com

attend the University of Toronto. Her port-
folio highlighted her passion for acting, with
experience in several local productions. She
is also a musician who plays multiple instru-
ments and has participated in a variety of
musical projects.

Paula is a graduate of Mayfield Secondary
School and will continue her studies at the
School of Dance at Point Park University in
Pennsylvania. Her application featured vid-
eos showcasing her dance abilities and pas-
sion for storytelling through performance.

Bourne is a graduate of Orangeville Dis-

DufferinDJs@gmail.com
facebook.com/DufferinDJs

trict Secondary School and will study ani-
mation at Humber Polytechnic. The selec-
tion committee was impressed by her essay
highlighting the importance of human con-
nection amid advances in artificial intelli-
gence. She has also received numerous art
awards and expressed a desire to share her
skills by teaching younger children.

The Dufferin Arts Council is a registered
charity that supports the local arts com-
munity. Since 1996, the organization has
awarded more than $150,000 in scholarships
through the Anne Laurier Scholarship Fund.

Events
Weddings,
and more...

Cell: 289-404-4579

instagram.com/dufferindjs
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Headwaters Health Care Foundation names new chair, vice-chair

The Headwaters Health Care Foundation
(HHCF) has appointed Sandra Hartman as
board chair and Jeet Dhillon as vice-chair.

The leadership changes come as the foun-
dation begins planning for future initiatives,
including early work toward a fundraising
campaign to support the redevelopment of
the Emergency Department at Headwaters
Health Care Centre (HHCC).

Hartman has been a longtime supporter
of the hospital and said her connection to
Headwaters is personal, as she received care
there during a traffic moment in her life.

“I am honoured to serve as board chair
of the foundation,” Hartman said. “Headwa-
ters holds a very special place in my heart.
I know firsthand the critical role our hospi-
tal plays in this community, and I am com-
mitted to working alongside our dedicated
team and supporters to ensure we continue
to raise the funds needed to provide excep-
tional care, close to home, for every patient
who walks through our doors.”

As chair, Hartman will help lead the foun-
dation’s board as it works on future fund-
raising priorities.

Dhillon joins Hartman as vice-chair after
making an impact on the foundation’s board
within a short period. She has supported
fundraising efforts and community events
during her time with the organization.

“I am excited to take on the role of vice-
chair and continue supporting the important
work of the Foundation,” Dhillon said.

“Whether it's connecting with donors,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

LEADERSHIP CHANGE: Sandra Hartman (left) and Jeet Dhillon (right) have been appointed board chair and vice-chair, respectively, of

the Headwaters Health Care Foundation.

supporting campaigns, or volunteering at
events, I am proud to contribute in any way
I can to help strengthen health care for our
community.”

Headwaters Health Care Foundation CEO
K.C. Carruthers said the new leadership
team will help guide the organization as it

continues its fundraising efforts.

“Sandra brings not only strong leadership
but also a profound sense of purpose to this
role,” Carruthers said. “Her personal con-
nection to Headwaters drives her passion
for philanthropy, and we are incredibly for-
tunate to have her guiding the Foundation as

we look ahead to our next chapter.”
Carruthers added that Dhillon’s involve-
ment with the foundation has included sup-
porting fundraising initiatives and events.
The Headwaters Health Care Foundation
raises funds to support patient care and ser-
vices at Headwaters Health Care Centre.

Four days of Pickin’

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Country music fans from across Ontario
and beyond will once again make their way to
the Shelburne Fairgrounds later this month
as Pickin in the Park returns for another four-
day celebration of live music, community and
fundraising.

Running from July 23 to 26, the annual
event has become a summer tradition over
the past 13 years, drawing hundreds of mu-
sicians, campers and spectators for a relaxed
weekend centred around old-time and classic
country music.

Organizer Greg Holmes said that the team
behind Pickin’ in the Park were inspired by
other nearby festivals.

“We went to a lot of festivals, and a bunch
of us, all played music, and we kind of said,
‘Well, why can’t we do this in Shelburne,” he
said. “We had a good CAO in Shelburne at
that time, and the mayor was great, and with
that support, we decided to have a festival in

in the Park coming to Shelburne Fairgrounds Iaterthls month

Fiddle Park. We had the town approval, and
they helped us get things rolling, and it’s real-
ly history from there.”

The festival features continuous entertain-
ment, including open mic performances, lo-
cal bands, circle jams, seminars, and a Sun-
day morning gospel program.

Unlike many music festivals, Pickin’ in the
Park encourages audience participation. Mu-
sicians are invited to bring their own instru-
ments, creating a welcoming atmosphere for
performers of all skill levels.

Attendees are also encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and enjoy the music over the
weekend.

The festival has a surprising reach, bring-
ing in visitors from across the country and
even from the United States.

“Probably 95 per cent of our people don’t
come from Shelburne; they come from all
over the place,” Holmes said. “We got people
coming from all over Ontario to it, and this
year specifically, I have about 10 people com-
ing from the states, maybe about five couples

coming up from Tennessee, Indiana, Iowa,
Michigan.”

Although the event originally took place at
Fiddle Park, organizers have found a perma-
nent home at the Shelburne Fairground after
relocating in recent years.

During its time at Fiddle Park, proceeds
from the festival helped fund improvements
to the site, including the construction and
completion of the large pavilion and con-
crete floor. More recently, proceeds have
been directed toward improvements at the
fairgrounds through the Shelburne Agricul-
tural Society.

The weekend also includes several com-
munity events, including a Saturday morning
breakfast hosted by the fair board, a smoked
pork chop dinner organized with support
from the Rotary Club, and complimentary ice
cream socials on Friday and Saturday after-
noons. Sunday’s gospel hour will include a
collection for the Shelburne Food Bank.

The festival remains alcohol-free and fami-
ly-friendly, with organizers aiming to provide

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

FINGER PICKIN’ FUN: Originally held at Fid-
dle Park, Pickin’ in the Park now calls the
Shelburne Fairgrounds home, attracting
hundreds of visitors every year in a weekend
of classic country music and jam sessions.

a welcoming atmosphere focused on music,
fellowship and giving back to the community.

Guests looking to camp out throughout the
weekend can purchase a pass for $100 that
comes with two wristbands, and for those
just looking for a weekend pass, they are $25
per person.
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Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

Orangeville athlete Lilian Beattie is pre-
paring for the next chapter in her athletic ca-
reer after earning the opportunity to attend
Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

While at school, she will be studying kine-
siology and competing with the college rug-
by team.

A graduate of Orangeville District Second-
ary School, Lilian has established herself as
one of the community’s outstanding athletes.

Throughout high school, she earned rec-
ognition for her leadership, commitment and
versatility, serving as captain of the varsity
rugby team and senior volleyball teams. Her
teams won District 10 and CWOSSA for bas-
ketball and volleyball.

In the fall, Lilian will join the Aquinas rug-
by program with a long-term goal of continu-
ing her development and one day earning
the opportunity to represent Canada on the
international stage.

Lilian’s journey has been shaped by many
outstanding coaches, teammates, and men-
tors along the way. She credits her success
not only to countless hours of training but to
the people who believed in her throughout
her development.

“I've been incredibly fortunate to have so
many people invest their time and energy
into helping me become the player and per-
son I am today,” Lilian said. “I'm especially
grateful to my coaches and teammates at
Orangeville District Secondary School who
challenged me every day and made repre-
senting our school something I'll always be
proud of.”

Lilian also expressed her appreciation to
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RUGBY DREAM REALIZED: Local athlete Lilian Beaties is preparing for the next chapter of her athletic career and will attend Aquinas
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. While studying kinesiology, she will be competing with the college rugby team. A graduate of Oran-
geville District Secondary School, Lilian is seen with her sister Claire at the annual Ross 7’s tournament in Oct. 2025, wearing ‘Big Blue,

the belt given to the MVP of each game.

everyone involved with the North Halton and
Fergus rugby club programs.

“My coaches and teammates with North
Halton and Fergus have each played an im-
portant role in my development. Every train-
ing session, every match and every friend-
ship helped prepare me for this opportunity.
I'll always be grateful for everything they
have done for me.”

As she prepares to begin collegiate rugby
in Michigan, Lilian hopes to continue grow-
ing both as an athlete and as a student while
proudly representing her hometown of Oran-
geville.

“This opportunity wouldn’t have been
possible without the support of my family,
coaches, teammates, teachers and everyone
who has encouraged me along the way, “Lil-

ian said. “I'm excited for what’s ahead, but
I'll always be proud to say my journey start-
ed in Orangeville.”

Lilian plans to return home during school
breaks and summer, where she hopes to con-
tinue giving back to the local rugby commu-
nity by supporting youth athletes and sharing
the experiences she gains while competing
at the collegiate level.

Overtime loss against

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

The Orangeville Junior B Northmen are
done for the season after taking an overtime
loss in Game 3 of their best-of-five series
against the Guelph Regals at the Alder Street
arena on Sunday, July 5.

It was a good season for the Northmen, who
finished in second place in the West Division of
the Ontario Junior Lacrosse League with a 15-5
record, including one overtime loss.

The Northmen won their first round series
of the playoffs over the Hamilton Bengals in a
contest that ended with a 13-5 Northmen win
on June 25.

Second round competition got underway
when the Northmen met the Regals on the
floor at Tony Rose Arena in Orangeville for
Game 1 of the series on June 30.
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Guelph Regals ends the season for Junior B Orangeville Northmen

After playing to a 3-3 tie in the first period,
the Regals had the edge in the second and third
periods to take an 8-6 win.

Game 2 of the series took place in Guelph on
July 3. Guelph had a one-goal lead heading into
the third period, then shut out the Northmen in
the final frame for a 9-4 win.

The series returned to the Alder Street arena
on July 5, with all the pressure on the North-
men to win and keep the series alive.

The Northmen had a 3-0 lead in the first peri-
od on goals from Owen Critchley and two from
Nolan Sanderson.

The Regals responded with two early goals
in the second period, just four seconds apart,
to make it a 3-2 game.

Sanderson got his third and fourth goals of
the night in the second period.

Guelph scored with 4:28 remaining in the pe-
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riod to make it a 5-3 Northmen game with one
period remaining.

Sanderson capped off his season with his
fifth goal of the night and the final Northmen
goal of the year at 3:27 into the third period.

It was looking like a Northmen win, but the
Regals scored three times in the last six min-
utes of the period to tie the game at six and

force an overtime period to decide the winner.

It was all over when the Regals scored at 34
seconds into the overtime period for a 7-6 win
and the right to advance to the next round of
playoffs.

The Northmen provided plenty of entertain-
ment for their fans this season, with exciting
games and a lot of lacrosse skill on the floor.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

TIGHT GAME: The Orangeville Junior B Northmen take on the Guelph Regals in Game 3 of
their best-of-five playoff series at the Alder Street Arena in Orangeville on Sunday, July 5.
The Northmen gave up a 7-6 loss to end their season.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

JUST IN TIME: A Mansfield Cub player makes it back to first base as an errant Orangeville
Bengals throw goes wild during a U14 Rep game at Princess of Wales Park in Orangeville
on Friday, July 3. The Bengals had to settle for a loss.

Is Your Child Ready For The Roads This Spring?

§ Changing Conditions. Real World Skills. Training That Saves Lives.

REGISTER NOW! Visit YD.com call (289) 919 3466 or email orangeville@yd.com
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OPINION

Holding hands in public

There were many Canada Day parties held
across the nation on July 1 to celebrate this
country of ours.

While everyone was waving the red and
white and wearing their Canada Day shirts
and hats, | hope most of you took a few
moments to reflect on the values that built this
country.

One of the primary values is freedom.
That is freedom to assemble and associate
with whoever you want, freedom to move to
another town or province, freedom to build a
church and practice your religion, freedom to
marry who you want, freedom to choose your
job or vocation, freedom to express your opin-
ion, freedom to criticize the government with-
out fear of reprisal, and freedom of the press
to report the real news — not government con-
trolled propaganda.

We should not take these freedoms for
granted and assume they will always be there.

Afew years ago, | attended a hockey game
where the local team was missing half of its
roster during the playoffs. All of the missing
players were Russian nationals who came
here for the chance to play higher-level
hockey and get a good reputation in the sport.

So why would they all suddenly leave at the
most important time of the hockey season?

It was because the visas that had allowed
them to leave Russia to play hockey were
about to expire.

If they returned after the due date, they
would be detained immediately and sent to
jail or the army, no questions asked.

| met a lot of those Russian players in sev-
eral different towns and hockey clubs around
the region. They were all nice and friendly,
and they appreciated playing their sport here.

Given their age, | now wonder how many
of them are now dead after being conscripted
and used as cannon fodder in Putin’s immoral
war?

The Canada Day celebrations were
attended by everyone of all ages. There
were families arriving together, older people,
younger people, and toddlers in strollers.

| positioned my cameras near the park
entrance for the fireworks show, and hundreds
of people entered and passed by my location.

| noticed a few things as | watched every-
one enter — | knew a lot of people who were
arriving for the show. For starters, really short
skirts are apparently making a comeback.

Nothing wrong with that.

| saw many teenagers arriving as couples
or in groups. Some were holding hands or sit-
ting closely together to watch the show.

Netanyahu’s remaining options

“The graveyards are full of indispensable
men,” said former French Premier Georges
Clemenceau about a century ago, and it's
still true. Israel's precisely timed surprise
attack on Iran on 28 February killed Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and seven of his clos-
est allies in thirty seconds, but they turned
out not to be indispensable at all.

“The problem is that Israel is in love with
assassinations ... and we never learn that
it is not the solution. We have killed all the
leaders of Hamas. They are still there. It’s
the same with Hezbollah. The leaders are
always replaced,” said Israeli intelligence
analyst Yossi Melman. And so they have
been again with Iran.

Prime Minister Binyamin ‘Bibi’ Netanya-
hu’s ‘decapitation” attack went off perfectly:
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) even man-
aged to kill forty senior leaders in other parts
of Iran at the same time. And yet all those
assassinations achieved precisely nothing:
the next tier of Iranian leaders just moved
up, and the population did not rise up against
them.

Netanyahu has been trying to get the
United States to attack Iran, Israel's most
powerful enemy, ever since the early 1990s.

He warned each passing US president that
if he didn’t act right away, Iran would have
nuclear weapons in two years, or three, or
five. But since it wasn't true (as US intelli-
gence agencies always said), he never made
a sale — until Donald Trump.

Trump goes all fanboy when dealing with
political strongmen like Kim Jong Un, Vlad-
imir Putin and Binyamin Netanyahu. How-
ever, even he could see that Bibi's warnings
about imminent Iranian nuclear weapons
were implausible, since Trump claimed that
he destroyed all of Iran’s enriched nuclear
material by precision bombing last year.

Nevertheless, Netanyahu made the sale in
the end. Trump was still high on his January
takeover of Venezuela; he was easily per-
suaded that the people of Iran would revolt if
he just gave the signal, and Netanyahu told
him that the Iranian regime would magically
get nuclear weapons in a week if he didn't
act. (Probably neither man really believed
that, but it helped.)

Even then, Trump balked for a moment at
the end, but Netanyahu threatened to attack
Iran without American help if necessary, and
he gave in.

As US Secretary of State Marco Rubio put

Ambition versus mediocrity

With the rush for Al to do everything for us,
and us to give up our own skills while spar-
ing our children the effort of developing theirs
because of the paucity of their education, it
seems that there is a trend to stop excel-
lence at mediocre.

Read it however you like, but humans have
been given everything they ever needed
to live, survive extremely well, and without
doing any harm, create, invent and establish
habitats and transportation, including, | dare
say, flying.

Scientists agree that Earth is unique, in
this solar system for sure, as the only perfect
planet to give life at all. It has been a fascinat-
ing multi-million-year journey from the rumi-
nations of single-cell organisms developing
through the millennia into aquatic animals,
from which we ourselves have evolved.

Who knows what lives deep in the oceans
that have evolved differently to stay there?
Exploration to those depths (not as honest
discovery but as a project to see what the
mining possibilities are) has found creatures
never seen before. all part of the marvels of
our home world, to the powerhouse of our
own potential intelligence and capabilities.

It is as though we were built to excel, to be
the guardians of all this grandeur and opu-
lence — such wealth of food, resources for
building, absolutely the exact right distance
from the sun for its healing powers, its ideal

warmth and light source to grow the plant
population to feed and protect us.

Even the weather between heat and cold
of this planet was perfectly balanced.

None of this was easy: the formation of
it all, culminating in the eventual develop-
ment of ourselves, is longer than accuracy
can guess and yet in large part, we have
neglected to show our understanding and
gratitude for all these gifts, including our own
marvellous bodies and outstanding brains.

In our curiosity about our own history, we
have truly sought answers to the many mys-
teries and conundrums that are a big part of
who we are and who we have been. How is
it that thousands of years ago, humans built
large constructions with such accurate con-
nections to the other worlds in this universe,
including our own sun, but that confounds us
now? Who left markings on the land in places
around the world, seemingly at random, that
might direct eyes looking down on us?

These couple of questions are only the
beginnings of very long and complicated lists
about humans in the past, to which there
apparently are no satisfactory answers.

Most notably, though, amid all this won-
der and mystery, we are not perfect. We are
wondrously made, to be sure, and our big
brains can invent almost anything. Yet what
we were building, thinking and creating thou-
sands of years ago remains relevant today,

FROM THE SECOND ROW

There’s nothing wrong with that either.

We all experienced puppy-love and the thrill
of going somewhere with your crush for the
first time.

The thingiis, they have the freedom to attend
an event and hold hands if they want to.

In some countries, that behaviour will land
you in serious trouble.

Recently in Indonesia, a man and a woman
were lashed with a rattan cane in public to pay
for their crime.

The crime? They were seen kissing on a
TikTok livestream.

For that, they were publicly humiliated and
severely beaten.

A 22-year-old local resident who witnessed
the lashing was quoted as saying, “It raises
awareness that such actions are unaccept-
able, thereby educating the public.”

I'm pretty sure this guy has never actually
spoken to a real woman, and would probably
be scared to death if a woman actually spoke
to him.

He has certainly been brainwashed from a
young age to have such a medieval and back-
wards thought process at his age.

In these cases, usually the people doling
out the punishments are the real perverts.
This really became evident when the U.S.

it, “We knew that there was going to be Israeli
action. We knew that that would precipitate
an (Iranian) attack against American forces,
and we knew that if we didn’t pre-emptively
go after them before they launched those
attacks, we would suffer higher casualties,”
Rubio told reporters.

Alternatively, of course, Trump could have
just ordered Netanyahu not to start an illegal
and foredoomed war against Iran, but that
would have required a personality transplant.
So the US and the IDF bombed and rocketed
Iran for six weeks, killing at least 3,500 peo-
ple, with no tangible effect — while Iran just
closed the Strait of Hormuz and won the war.

Donald Trump can walk away from this
fiasco humiliated before the rest of the world
but relatively undamaged at home. People
who vote for him don’t follow or care about
what happens in the Middle East unless the
war starts up again. Whereas Netanyahu'’s
political survival, and maybe even his free-
dom, depend on his getting the war going
again.

The Israeli election is due by October, and
voters blame Netanyahu for failing to prevent
the Hamas atrocities in 2023 and also for
not winning the war against Iran. The latest

CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD
WITH YOUR PERMISSION

reminding us of the extraordinary capabilities
we once demonstrated.

How did we lose that ancient level of excel-
lence? Could it be our obsession with war,
the ground floor of our passion for violence,
not only against our fellow humans and the
other species living here, but on this perfect
planet too?

We keep a close watch on scientists to
see whether what they are discovering and
inventing could strengthen our access to big-
ger and better instruments of war.

Certainly, our recent trend to build maybe
unsafe hundred-plus-storey buildings cannot
be called excellent,, but the recent call not to
bother with excellence in favour of mediocrity
is a slippery slope, and we need to be very
wary of it.

For the last few years, the debate over
how mediocrity, the so-called “quiet quitting,”
is an emotional safeguard against the angst
of overachieving, of putting pressure on one-
self to get to a given goal faster, better, big-
ger.

Humans have a problem with balance.
Perhaps it is our progressive divorce from
nature. What makes this a perfect planet is
how nature is perfectly balanced, and we
have lost our focus on the idea of it.

The danger of dumbing down our chil-
dren’s natural needs in their education, their
creativity and critical thinking, giving them

BRIAN LOCKHART

military released a report
on when they monitored
website usage in some
of these backward coun-
tries, and what the total-
itarian leaders themselves were watching
online.

In this part of Indonesia, people are rou-
tinely beaten and lashed for gay sex, gam-
bling, drinking, men who miss Friday prayers,
and women who wear tight clothing.

According to this list, just about every-
one currently in Las Vegas would be getting
a good beating under these archaic laws,
myself included, under the gambling, drinking,
and missing Friday prayers categories.

Freedom is not free. As citizens, we have to
be vigilant against persons, groups, and orga-
nizations that would take that freedom away
and oppress us under totalitarian laws and
rule, and that includes new government hate
speech legislation like Bill C-9. Modern hate
speech is no more dangerous than it was 100
or 200 years ago.

We owe it to ourselves, our children, and
future generations to keep our society free
from outside influences that will try to force
us to submit to a dangerous and oppressive
regime.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

opinion polls show his
Likud-led coalition and
the likeliest opposition
coaliton neck and
neck, with neither win-
ning enough seats for
a majority in the Knesset (parliament).

To stay in office and avoid jail (as he faces
criminal corruption charges), Netanyahu
needs a military victory. For that, he needs
the war to restart. And that means he must
defy Donald Trump, who wants the Strait of
Hormuz fully open and some face-saving
deal with Iran before he has to face American
voters in the November mid-term elections.

Netanyahu can't really win a new war, but
he needs at least to look like he might win it
when Israelis vote in October, so he’s dou-
bling down on all his scariest themes. He
told Channel 14 last week that he decided
to attack Iran twice (June 2025 and Febru-
ary 2026) to save Israel “from annihilation by
atomic bombs, which were already in their
possession.”

That’s utter nonsense, but it's all he has
left. Can he really restart the war and bring
Trump along, or even do it without him?
Probably not, but he’s certainly going to try.

machines to do their
thinking for them — the
rot began when cal-
culators were allowed
in the classroom, |
believe.

The modern push to introduce technology
too early, by teaching coding in kindergarten,
for example, while taking away cursive writ-
ing, basic math, and language skills like pho-
nics in a simple march to steal basic skills
from our kids, is ruinous.

How many times have you offered a cash
payment at a store and the young cashier
absolutely could not figure out the change for
lack of training? This loss is not a fair treat-
ment of the brilliant minds that come with
every birth.

We should be wondering why mediocre
has become popular, and we should be cau-
tious about embracing it. While the frenetic
impulses of the workaholic are not healthy,
actually putting aside the desire to excel is
too soft a road.

Whereas we back off, back down, making
less of ourselves, we also risk relinquishing
our watchfulness on by whom and how our
country is governed. The domino effect of
diminished education and ambition in our
work lives might well result in a misplaced
complacency.

We need to pay more attention than that.
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Kindergarten readiness: Building the skills children need for a confident start

For many families, the months leading up
to kindergarten bring a mix of excitement
and uncertainty. Parents often wonder if
their child knows enough letters, numbers,
or colours to be successful at school. While
early academic skills are helpful, kindergar-
ten readiness is about much more than aca-
demics.

Children enter school with varying abili-
ties, but the skills that often have the great-
est impact on a smooth transition are in-
dependence, emotional regulation, social
skills, communication, and motor develop-
ment.

One of the most important ways parents
can prepare children for kindergarten is by
encouraging independence at home. Simple
daily tasks such as getting dressed, putting
on shoes, washing hands, opening lunch
containers, and tidying up toys help children
build confidence in their abilities. While it
can be tempting to step in and help, allowing
children extra time to practice these skills
on their own helps them develop the self-re-
liance they’ll need in the classroom.

Social and emotional skills are equally
important. Kindergarten requires children
to share space, follow group routines, take
turns, and navigate friendships. Parents
can help build these skills through play-
dates, community activities, board games,
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YonderTree

CHILD, ADOLESCENT, & FAMILY PRACTICE -

and everyday family interactions. Teaching
children simple strategies for managing big
emotions, such as taking deep breaths, ask-
ing for help, or talking about their feelings,
can also help them handle challenges at
school more successfully.

Motor skills also play a significant role in
school participation. Fine motor skills are
needed for colouring, cutting, manipulating
classroom materials, and developing early
printing abilities. Activities such as build-
ing with blocks, playing with playdough,
completing puzzles, drawing, and stringing
beads can strengthen the small muscles of
the hands while keeping learning fun. Gross
motor skills, developed through climbing,
jumping, running, and playground play, sup-
port overall coordination, balance, and body
awareness.

Parents can also help children become fa-

miliar with school routines before the first
day. Practicing carrying a backpack, sitting
for short activities, following simple direc-
tions, recognizing their name, and partici-
pating in structured activities can make the
classroom feel more familiar and less over-
whelming,.

Research shows that children who demon-
strate strong school-readiness skills often
experience greater success in their early
years of education. However, readiness de-
velops differently for every child, and some
children benefit from additional support be-
fore entering school.

If you are concerned that there are gaps
in your child’s readiness for school, or are
looking for ways to provide support to help
them gain skills that will set them up for
success. WonderTree also offers a variety
of services. Our Occupational Therapists

can provide support in developing indepen-
dence, adaptive skills, and motor skills.

WonderTree also offers a School Read-
iness Skills Program for children ages 3 to
6 entering Junior Kindergarten, Senior Kin-
dergarten, or Grade 1. The individualized
program focuses on practical school skills,
including dressing, shoe independence,
managing outdoor clothing, lunch and
snack routines, fine motor development,
pre-writing skills, early literacy activities,
and following classroom expectations. The
program is supervised by a licensed Occupa-
tional Therapist and delivered by an Occu-
pational Therapy Assistant to help children
build confidence and independence before
the school year begins.

Starting kindergarten is a significant mile-
stone, but readiness isn’t about perfection.
By providing opportunities to practice ev-
eryday skills, encouraging independence,
and supporting social-emotional develop-
ment, parents can help their children walk
through the school doors feeling capable,
confident, and ready to learn.

This week’s article was written by the
team at WonderTree Child, Adolescent, and
Family Practice. Reach out to info@won-
dertreepractice.ca or visit wondertreeprac-
tice.ca/schoolreadiness to learn more or
register for the program.

Central Region OPP issue bridge-jumping warning after one death, teen seriously injured

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is
warning people never to jump from bridges
into waterways after two recent incidents in
the Central Region left one person dead and
another seriously injured.

A 38-year-old man died on June 21 in West
Guilford after he jumped from a bridge into
the water and was struck by a boat. While he
exited the water and made his way to a near-
by residence to receive assistance, he was lat-
er pronounced deceased at the scene.

On July 4, a 15-year-old was seen attempt-
ing to jump from a bridge in Peterborough
when a boat was passing underneath it. The
youth struck the vessel before falling into the
water.

Police said the youth did not surface im-
mediately, and his friends who were on the
bridge jumped in to assist him. But police
say it was ultimately first responders who re-
moved the youth from the waterway.

“The youth was transported to a local hos-
pital but was later airlifted by ORNGE Air to
a trauma centre in Toronto. The bridge re-
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mained closed while officers conducted their
investigation,” reads an OPP media release.

Central Region OPP, which covers from
Dufferin County in the west to Northumber-
land County in the east, issued a reminder
regarding the dangers associated with bridge
jumping on July 6.

“While the water below may appear safe,
significant hazards often exist beneath the
surface. The height of a bridge can cause se-
vere injuries upon impact with the water, and
hidden dangers such as shallow depths, rocks,
debris and strong currents may not be visible
from above,” said the OPP in its reminder.

“The risks are further increased when ves-
sels are operating nearby. Boat operators may
not see a person entering the water in time to
avoid a collision, creating a serious danger for
everyone involved.”

The OPP noted that risks exist regardless
of whether warning signs are posted near a
bridge.

“For your safety and the safety of others,
stay off bridges, wear a lifejacket, and enter
the water only from designated, safe loca-
tions,” the OPP said.
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SAFETY FIRST: Ontario Provincial Police are reminding people never to jump from bridges
into waterways after two recent incidents in Central Region left one person dead and an-
other seriously injured. Police say hidden hazards, strong currents and nearby boat traffic
can make bridge jumping deadly, even when the water appears safe.
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Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Janet Nieuwenhuis
519-940-2488

janetsbookkeeping(@bell.net

* Accounting + Bookkeeping + Income Taxes

Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Bert Nieuwenhuis

519-940-2488
bert.hbs@bell.net
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Certified Personal Tax Practitioner
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MAPLE VAC

? 2414 Major Mackenzie Dr., Vaughan

‘.. CENTRAL VACUUM PROBLEMS?
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Are you experiencing any of the following?

* ! Loud or unusual noise
“ Burning or electrical smell
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# In-home service by trusted technicians ¥ All makes & models
# Family-owned and operated for 30+ years

~. Low or no suction
4 Won't power on/off

A Proudly serving Vaughan « Aurora * King * Caledon
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Cleaning
m Services
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Call for a  Our Services: OFFICE  MEDICAL  DAYCARE

COMMERCIAL » JANITORIAL
647 333 3760

topmaxcleaning.com
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J CLEANING SERVICES '

Residential & Commercial
Move-in & Move-out
Post Construction & Renovation

647.646.4700 * info@radiumcleaners.ca ® radiumcleaners.ca

CONCRETE

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770
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NORTHLINE

~ — CONCRETE WORKS —

SPECIALIZES IN PATTERNED GONCRETE
PATIOS - WALKWAYS - DRIVEWAYS

FREE QUOTES e northline.cworks@gmail.com » 437.332.5162

DRIVEWAYS

DR

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS NEW
AND RECONDITIONED

_ DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED

POT HOLES FIXED
NOT JUST FILLED

u“:’i‘fn_.vsm INSTALLATION
NATURAL STONEWORK
RETAINING WALLS

SPECIALTV GRADING
© ' AND EXCAVATING

NEW PARKING AREAS
DITCHING

SKID STEER/EXCAVATOR
SERVICES

FLOATING SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN RECYCLED ASPHALT

Contact us today for a free quote 416 931 3358
northterrain.ca northterrain@gmail.com northterraingraveldriveways

ONTARIO LTD.

* SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGH © SOFFIT ¢ FASCIA e SIDING
* EAVESTROUGH CLEANING ¢ LEAFCOVERS
WE DO WORK ON ALL PROJECT SIZES, BIG OR SMALL

647-990-188] Eii

Call or Text Ralph to request your FREE ESTIMATE. nlsen““ll

Serving Dufferin And Surrounding
Areas For Over 29 Years.

RESIDENTIAL  INDUSTRIAL © AGRICULTURE
UNMATCHED QUALITY.

FULLY INSURED

919.216.3876

ORANGEVILLEFENCE.COM

P FJOHNSON CPA

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

245 BROADWAY, ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO L9W IK6
TELEPHONE: (519) 941-3921 FAX: 941-7050

EMAIL: pjohnson@pfjohnsoncpa.ca

starviewfinancial.com
Providing comprehensive financial planning and independent
investment and insurance advice to families and businesses.

Trevor Pugh, BSc(Eng), CFP*

Jennifer Roblin CPA, CGA, QAFP®
Terry Sullivan, BSc(Agr), CFP®
519-941-4813
888-820-9426 « info@starviewfinancial.com
starviewfinancial.com
n @starviewfinancial

W4 KEYBASE

- FINANCIAL GROUP
keybase.com

Keybase Financial Group
is a mutual fund dealer
regulated by CIRO

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER!

ALL-MONT LTD.

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

W Broken Spnng _

T T A

EJ GARAGA

Garage Doors
Every detail guaranteed.

Broken Cable mp > \

Visit our showroom at
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

519-942-1956 « 1-800-957-5865
www.allmontdoors.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Licensed Master
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

¢ Roof/Eavestrough Repairs

¢ Interior Maintenance
& Installations

e Lighting for Home Security
¢ Electrical Services
e Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Reeping Senions
n their Homes

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

Reliant Property Services Inc.

Mark ¢ 416-738-6270 ¢ relianthandyman.ca

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

A&A HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING INC.

COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON.

FULLY LICENSED,
INSURED, BONDED

T.5.5.A. - W.S.1.B.
OPA, HRAI

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Goog

Reviews

iy aaheatmg ca / ®) 416-679-9228

| {a} QUALITY COMFORT |

(V) EXPERT SERVICE (77 ENERGY EFFICIENT

HOME RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors - Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

- Roofing, Soffit, Fascia & Eavestrough
Installation & Repair

- Fencing, Decks and Repairs

- Drywall Installation/Finishing & Repairs

- Ceramic & Porcelain Tile Installation

- Interior Doors & Base Board Installations

- Custom Aluminum Fabrication & Installation

- Plumbing Repairs

- Brick & Concrete Repairs

SERVICES
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Contact Colin at:

519-216-2693

Call Caledon ot 905-857-6626
or Orangeville at 519-941-2230 to advertise.




SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

"i- Inground Pools
- Patios & Walkways
e Cabanas & Pergol"as
e 'Outdoor Kitchens
* Retaining Walls & Pillars
» Water & Fire Features
*;:Sport Courts

2 > r
Request an Estimate (416 |
iafd.@“imtlandsvéaggg_&a‘;(;ﬁﬂf-'_ﬁ:_

Located in Mono
Serving North Peel, Dufferin, Grey, North East Wellington & South Simcoe Counties

HOLLAND

CHIMNEY & MASONRY
OVER FULLY
27 YEARS LICENCED

EXPERIENCE & INSURED

Chlmnéy Repair or Rebuild  Brick and Block Work
And all your Masonry Restoration needs

BRICK * STONE

ALL ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS.
ALL SMALL JOBS ARE WELCOME AS WELL.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL. 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
CALL: ART (905) 584-9732

MORTGAGE AGENT

211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON ¢ L9V 3K4

VALKO FINANCIAL LTD. Lic 1347 2! Wein St €, Shetoume, Ol - L6V 3K4

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

thefreemanmortgagegroup @gmail.com

Carol Freeman

Mortgage Broker

www.carolfreeman.ca

Organized by Lexie

SR - Need help organizing your space?
&= TEs..TF-
e _l—c1l' Need help packing or unpacking?
[T =l :n
‘iﬁ :’wr !
| | Closets ¢ Offices ¢/ Bedrooms ¢ Basements
r“_é‘ =il Garages ¥ Kitchens ¢ and More!

416-902-3041 e lexie_0798@hotmail.com e @ organizedbylexie

PAINTING

'BARN PAINTING
& REPAIRS

¢ Barn Board Replacement

 Barn Doors Built or Repaired

« Steel Roofing Installations & Repair
* Seamless Eavestrough

* Sandblasting & Screwnailing

CRAVEN

MAINTENANCE

WSIB insured
www.cravemaintenance.ca

519.826.7422
loll free1.871.726.5329

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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To advertise, call Caledon at (905) 857-6626 or
Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

SERVICES

* HOUSE PAINTING
SERVICES

* FLOORING
INSTALLATION

* BASE BOARD/
TRIM INSTALLATION

* REPLACE TOILETS

e TV MOUNTING

* FENCE REPAIR

e SHED BUILDING

MJ PAINTING

MWILAJERRY@GMAIL.COM ° 647.985.8071

spanopavihgltd.com

SPANO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots & Repairs

COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

08=-83038-E803 o 1-877=-303-8503

Before

.. Afte

WE SPECIALIZE IN THE SEALING OF

Asphalt e Interlock * Concrete » Patios  Walkways ¢ Flagstone

Jewelstone e Resi
Power Washing Services ¢

dential « Commercial ® Industrial
All Natural Stone Sealing » Deck Sealing

Concrete Crack Repairs ¢ Pattern Concrete Sealing ® Metallic Epoxy

APPLICATION OF EPOXY ON GARAGE FLOORS KEEPS YOUR
CONCRETE FLOORS NEW WITH AN EPOXY FINISH

Protects Floor ¢ Dust Free

e Very Durable e Stain-Free e Cleans Easy

=SEACRTHEIDEA Y

(CalllPETER{at{6417292276 8172
wwwipandssealzall’ca

PL

UMBING

-

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated.
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

» Complete Bathroom Renovations

* Plumbing Rough-Ins « Pumps
* Flooring * Toilets & Faucets
* Service & Repairs
* UV Lights & Filters
+ Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

* Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks,
Water Softeners

647-228-1999

www.theplumbingguy.ca

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!

[ 2a~ emercency gesponse N ||

SUPPORTING
ALOCAL
BUSINESS

Call Caledon at 905-857-6626
or Orangeville at 519-941-2230 to advertise.

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
LOCALLY FOR
OVER 30 YEARS

Proudly Serving Caledon, King and Surrounding Areas

CAIRNS
ROOFING

SERVICES LTD

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL
FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED « REFERENCES AVAILABLE

REREY ©:vmesne:: sgMalarteey Certairleed

wsib

s aman:
cspaal | MAIMUNM

* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement
* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available

905 252-7767
www.TheRoofingPros.ca

& |l| | Serving Caledon, including Bolton,
" #ll . Caledon East, Caledon Village,
ROOFING PROS Palgrave, and surrounding areas.

Residential & C.

Specialized Transportation Professionals
Flatbeds Drop Decks Roll Tight Trailers Float Service
Reefer Service  Oversize Load Service

For Your Transportation Needs
Email: chris@sstransport.ca

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal e Trimming  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing * Storm Damage * 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Servicing the
Caledon, Dufferin,
New Tecumseth,
King and
Adjala Tosorontio
Areas for over
28 years.

| MEADOWOOD

TREE SERVICE INC

B SAVING TREES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

¢ Plant health care strategies for insect and disease management
¢ Tree and shrub pruning e Tree Removal e Consulting
¢ Plant health care soil and nutrient management
for trees and shrubs
» Tree preservation and conservation strategies

Steve Lang, ALT, 1.S.A. Certified Arborist, ON-0324

Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, Oak Wilt Qualified-Ontario  Butternut Health Expert (BHE) #643

900.936.1179

stevelang@meadowoodtreeservice.ca
www.meadowoodtreeservice.ca

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!
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() OBITUARIES

PAULINE MIKOL

JANUARY 28, 1944 - JUNE 20, 2026

82, of Alton, ON, passed away suddenly but peacefully at home on
Saturday June 20, 2026. |
Pauline is survived by her beloved husband Michael, daughter Michele
Sguigna (Tom), sons Jim Mikol (Audrey De Groot) and Ken Mikol.
She was loving and supporting Grandma to Jen (Chris), Josh (Kayla),
Jillian, Myles, Callum, and Corben; she was an adoring and enthusiastic
GG to Adaline, Bryce, Eleanor, and Jacob.

Pauline was born on January 28, 1944 in Lancashire, England to Jim and

Doris Tallon (predeceased). She emigrated to Ontario with her family in 1951. e
Pauline attended Women’s College Hospital, graduating as a registered nurse ’

in 1965. She was a dedicated nurse, known throughout her career for compassionate care
and genuine kindness. Pauline always put her patients first. Her cohorts remember her as a
great classmate and a good friend.

Pauline was a friend to everyone lucky enough to meet her. She saw the best in people
and was the best person that everyone knew. In her reluctant retirement, Pauline travelled
often, enjoyed reading, tinkered on her piano, and continued to dedicate her time spreading
happy thoughts to those she cared about. She collected anything that sparked joy and
marked everyone occasion with a handpicked greeting card (or 5). She fanatically supported
anything her grandchildren did and was overjoyed in every moment spent with her great-
grandchildren.

Pauline was a truly lovely human, remembered for her warmth, quiet humour, and nurturing
spirit. She exemplified what it is to be a good soul, and Pauline’s legacy of kindness will
continue to live on in the hearts of her family and friends. Though she is no longer with us,
her unconditional love and vibrant spirit will remain with us always, reminding us to be
proud of who we are and to find the joy in every moment.

In lieu of flowers, gifts to Headwaters Healthcare Foundation in her memory would be
appreciated (hhcfoundation.com)

Cremation has taken place. A reception to celebrate Pauline’s life and memories will be held
on Saturday July 25, 11am to 3pm at the Alton Legion, 1267 Queen St W, Alton, ON L7K
0C4. Family and friends are welcome to drop-in; a short service will take place at 1:00pm
for any who wish to attend.

Online condolences can be made through Dods and McNair https://www.dodsandmcnair.
com/memorials/pauline-mikol/5722909/.

SN

GIVE US A CALL

199 C-Line

519'941'8254 Orangeville
FIND US ONLINE G rom
www.fixauto.com ctation)

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

GODON

TREE CARE SERVICES
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FREE QUOTE

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Tree, shrub,
and hedge pruning

Full clean up and disposal

Fully insured

Free Wood and Free
Wood chips

Isa certified Arborist

WATER SOLUTIONS

519-878-4761

godontreecare @gmail.com
www.godontreecare.com

 BORA
. TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050 |
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

Offering arborist reports -
tree permit applications

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

www.wellpump.ca

flows*

Lic by M.O.E.

well pumps » pressure systems » water treatment systems

WINDOW & EAVES CLEANING

R |E X Exceptional window, eaves
wioowssvone & @xterior cleaning

(647) 393 7397 E R

info@rexwindows.ca
Contact for a free quote

OPP lay nearly 40 charges during
Canada Day enforcement initiative

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) laid
39 charges and issued 32 warnings during a
Canada Day marine enforcement initiative
aimed at improving safety on Central Re-

gion waterways, according to a July 7 media [

release.

From July 1 to July 5, members of the OPP
Snowmobile, All-Terrain Vehicle and Vessel
Enforcement (SAVE) Unit conducted ma-
rine patrols on Fawn Lake, Gloucester Pool,
Lake Muskoka, Lake Joseph, Redstone Lake,
Haliburton Lake and Georgian Bay, working
alongside local OPP detachments.

The most common offences included 14
counts of open alcohol on avessel, 11 counts
of failing to have a personal flotation device
or lifejacket, and four counts of operating a
vessel with open alcohol.

Other charges included failing to transfer
vessel registration to a new owner, towing a
person without a spotter, permitting some-
one under 16 to operate a personal water-
craft, failing to carry a Pleasure Craft Oper-
ator Card, safety equipment violations and
failing to carry a fire extinguisher.

During the five-day enforcement initiative,
officers stopped a vessel that was towing
family members, including youth, without a
designated spotter on board, as required by
law.

Police said further investigation found the
operator had been consuming alcohol while
operating the vessel and had open alcohol
accessible on board. An Approved Screen-
ing Device test resulted in an “Alert” read-
ing, leading to a seven-day driver’s licence
suspension and several charges under the
Canada Shipping Act and Liquor Licence
and Control Act.

“Alcohol and boating do not mix,” the OPP
said, noting that operating a vessel while im-
paired can result in criminal charges, licence

BRACKETT

Auto Group

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

BENEFITS

CPO certified manufacturer

limited warranty
150+ point inspection
(S 24/7 roadside assistance

¥y 30-days / 2,500 km
Exchange privilege

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CANADA DAY PATROL: Members of the On-
tario Provincial Police SAVE Unit conduct a
marine patrol during a Canada Day enforce-
ment initiative on Central Region waterways
from July 1to 5. Officers laid 39 charges and
issued 32 warnings, with the most common
offences involving open alcohol on vessels
and failing to carry or wear required person-
al flotation devices.

suspensions and other penalties, similar to
impaired driving on Ontario roads.

Police reminded boaters that impaired op-
eration of a boat, snowmobile or all-terrain
vehicle can result in consequences for their
driver’s licence.

The OPP also encouraged boaters to wear
lifejackets, operate vessels sober, carry re-
quired safety equipment and ensure licences
and vessel registration documents are up to
date.

“A lifejacket only works if you're wearing
it,” police said.

Enforcement efforts will continue during
the summer, with the OPP encouraging any-
one who observes suspicious, impaired,
aggressive or unsafe operation on roads or
waterways to contact police.

OVER
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PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES IN-STOCK
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519-941-8092
905-838-0408
1.888.927.FLOW (3569)
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DOW SAVINGS!
P Laslyger

+ Window Replacement

Security Glass
~ Front Entry Door

(289) 802-2994 » sales@labhwindows.ca

Caledon at (905) 857-6626 or
Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

WATER WELLS [ WINDOWS & DOORS

WINDOWS & DOORS

0%
OFF

SENIORS GET
! AN ADDITIONAL
2 FOR THE MONTH

OF JULY!
UPGRADE NOW &
RECEIVE UP TO
$5,000+ In Enbridge
Home Savings!

MMIE IN

CANADA
+ Sliding Patio Doors
uality Impact

+ Rebate Program

FREE Triple Pane
Glass Upgrade

ADVERTISING LOCALLY THIS WORKS!

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Mon. to Sat. & Holiday Mondays
473051 County Rd. 11, Orangeville
519-943-0101
NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO CHARGE.
WE BUY SCRAP METAL.

IH{EZ&W]DE ..1“:5 HOSTING

PROVIDED BY

Prowdmg Internet service and
support since 1994.
Get Connected. Contact us:
www.sentex.ca 888-4-SENTEX

e Electrical Assembler
¢ Propane Technician
e Highway Cargo
Tanker Repair
e Decal/ Wrap Specialist
e Licensed Mechanic 310T
¢ Bodyman
e General labour

BUSINESS
ELITE

e Welder — Fabricator

¢ Hydraulic Technician

e Assistant Shop Foreman
e Shipping & Receiving

¢ Pluming Assembler

e Welder — Pipefitter

- Sales/Service/Parts Discounts
-Work-ready Loaner Vehicles

- 24 Hour Roadside Assistance

- On-Site Pickup and Delivery

- Extended Priority Hours

- Courtesy Transportation

- Dedicated Account Representative

A i

www.dependable ca

Applying method: In Person at
275 Clarence Street, Brampton L6W 3R3

AUCTIONS

MT. FOREST AG AUCTIONS
LIVE Summer AG Consignment Auction Sale
Of Tractors, Machinery, Equipment, Tools, Misc.,etc.
Located: East of Mt. Forest, on Southgate Rd. 04 Fire # 43853

On Wednesday July 15th at 9:00 am

TRACTORS: CIH.5220, ROPS, 4wd., 4speed, Powershift w/CIH.ldr., 4520hrs.; JD.7130 Prem.,
4wd.,w/6838hrs.;JD.7130  Prem.,4wd.,w/8600hrs. & 4cylengine; CIH.MX110,0S.,4wd. w/Alo
9801dr.,16,800hrs.,rebuit powershift & pto.;CIH. MX100 OS.,2wd,8860hrs.;Ford 7600 OS.,dual pow-
er,1000 pto.,2 remotes (high hrs.);Agco-Allis 7600,2wd.,0S.;Ford TW20;JD.2020 & 2120;JD.6110 w/
cab,PQ.,2wd.(Fire damage);2012 JD.997 lawnmower,72” very good; SKIDSTEERS,ETC.: Gehl R190
w/cab &air,2 speed,Hi-Flow,2820hrs.,w/bucket (1 owner); NH.L220,2speed,New tires &battery w/buck-
et,4157hrs.(missing door);Gehl 4840 w/2 New drive motors,apx.6000hrs.;Manitou MLT 634-120 Tele-
handler w/10,550hrs.;JLG Telehandler G518A,10,000hrs.;Selling for Marvin Bearinger: JD.5625 Trac-
tor,4wd.,OS,w/Q30 Idr.,12,000hrs.;Gehl 6640 Skidsteer OS.,2 spd.,joystick, hydra glide w/3600hrs.:2018
Dion Scorpion 300 haylage Harvester, metal alert, stinger spout & sells w/9ft.F71 hay hd.;2- Gehl 980
forage wagons,18ft.,converted to hyd.drive w/tandem;Creekbank 30ft.meshtop balewagon w/lights &
straps;Okada ORV 4000 hydro.breaker (for 20ton excavator); For info please call Marvin only!

DEPEND#BLE
Contact Chad Soper, Your Business Elite Account Representative A :

for more details by email to chadsoperPmacmastergm.com

www.macmastergm.com
519.941.1360

AUCTIONS

REMINDER

LIVE AUCTION SALE

for the estate of Joe Kingdon
Saturday July 11th, 10:00 a.m.

5482 Wellington Rd 29, Guelph, ON — From the city of Guelph, take Eramosa Rd (Wellington 124) north

east 4.7 km to Wellington Rd 29 (stop lights). Turn & go north 1.5km to sale on west side of road OR From
Arthur, come south on Hwy 6 for 19.4km to St. Andrews St in Fergus, then left onto Gartshore, then right onto
Belsyde Ave E (Wellington Rd 18), then turn left & go to Wellington Rd 29. Turn right & go 13.9 km to sale on

519-323-3912 MACHINERY, EQUIP.: Harvest Machines- JD. 6620 Combine w/JD.443 cornhd.&
JD.215 flexhd.w/wagon 4300hrs.;Gleaner L3 Combine w/6row 630 Cornhd.,& 318 Flexhd.w/crary air
reel on Horst 26ft.Header wagon; MF.851 PTO Combine w/White Sbelt pickup;1973 Ford 700 graintruck

wrhoist (farm use only);IH.400 swather 12ft.;NH.824 corn hd.;NH.29P pickup hd.;Hesston 6450 swather
w/draper hd.,12ft.;Hay Rakes-Vermeer VR1022 V-rake 10wheel (like new);Sitrex 8wheel V; Stoll S1810
twin 24ft.;Stoll R3354AS;Kuhn rotary; Bauman 5710 tedder;3pth. 8 wheel V; MF.RK3802; Kverd.Tarrup
8052T tedder;Hay Related-NH.166 Inverter; 45ft.tube elevator on wheels; JD.338 baler w/40 ejector;
NH.570 baler; NH.315 baler w/thrower; 2-NH. 488 haybines (1 parts); 7ft. Haymaster Crimper w/18hp.
gas or pto. (Like new); NH. BR740 Rd.baler; Claause TC3000TC discbine; Tillage- TH. 5300 Soyb.Special
drill 21x7”,DD., presswheels,grass.plain grain; IH 510 seedrill, 16run,DD.,,w/grass & fert.;MF.520 disc
40plate;White 12ft.disc; Turnco 13ft.packer;3pth.Ferg. 2blade disc/plow; Remlinger 16ft., 4bar spike har-
rows; variety harrows;Heumacher NT.180 No-Till drill 15ft.,w/grass,grain,dry fert.(New);Cults. - IH.4500
wrharrows 18ft.; IH.4500, 18ft.w/3bar harrows;CIH.4800,22ft.;Kewanee 20ft.;White 285,181t.;IH.12ft.
vibrashank; 16ft.C-shank;Plows- White 598 variwidth, 4 furrow; Salford 4 furrow spring reset w/man.
adj.,hyd.steering;2-IH. 735 variwidth Sfurrow & 6 furrow; IH.7500, 5 furrow; White 508, 5 furrow; Kverd.
4 & 5 furrows;Wagons-Steel Rd. bale wagons-20ft., 2-25ft. on truck tires, 30ft.tandem &30ft.wooden
rack; J-M 500 bus. Split gravity box on #425 trucktires; 3 Compart. Hopper Graintrailer 281t. w/dolly;sm.
gravity’s (1 w/hyd.auger);Meyer 16ft.forage, hyd.drive;Forage K.19ft.LH.unload,hyd.drive;Dion 1016SE
forage wisteel sides on Horst,12x22.5tires;Badger forage;15ft.silage dumper on 12t Horst gear w/truck-
tires; 7ft.bale; 18ft.Supertilt Silage Dumper w/lights on Horst 20ton gear;Spreaders- Hagedorn 275 & 276
II;NH.195 w/Raytech vert.beaters;Gehl 250 tand.;NI.218 tand.;NH.518;H&S 420; Willmar Super800 8ton
fert.;Baltic fert.;manure tank parts-2 HD., injectors & 5 yetter straight discs w/downpress.springs;4ugers
/Feeding-Brandt 10”x80ft.,FarmK.10”x60ft., & WestF., swing augers;FarmK.8"x51ft.; WestF.7’x47ft.
transport;SnowCo. Sing.stage graincleaner;Lucknow PTO.bale chopper;Rissler 520 feedcart;Kidd pto.
Rd.bale chopper;Jamesway SH53 power feedcart;100ft.flexauger; 19ft.areation floor,fans,tubes & unload-
ing augers;Duals/Attaches.-600-65R38 t-rails (JD.yellow);18.4x38;etc;HLA 6way dozer blade (for skid-
steer); Woodchuck 807 side slinger shavings bucket;HLA Hi-Volume Sandslinger bucket (for skids.);1pc.
Pallet fork (for crane); Quickie 940 ldr.w/subframes (for JD.5420); 7ft.skids.bucket; other buckets; Other
Machinery & Equip.; Hardi 300gal.sprayer;posthole auger;Wallen.36”,3pth.woodsplitter; Win-Power
pt0.80-50 Generator;7%ft.JD.snowblower;700ft.x3”Custombuilt hose traveler; old livestock trailer; 25ft.
Reefer truckbox w/unit; 1984 mobile 48ft.,3 axle vantrailer;28ft. curtain side trailer (needs TLC); 7ft.3pth.
blade; 9ft.haysaver/feeder; 4ft.x6ft.trailer; SA.JoeDog;feeders;cattlecrates; machinery & equip.,not listed.
Lots of Farm misc. & wagon loads of small items.

Notes: Consign items- Please call Orvie L.Martin 519-323-3256 or Amos Bearinger 519-323-1342
Receiving items July 8-11 & 13.We reserve the right to accept or refuse items. NO HOUSEHOLD or VE-
HICLES! NO FEED SALE that day! TERMS: Cash sale day, cheques with ID only. No Cards. Lunch
booth. 3 Sale Rings starting 9:00am! Sales Yard- 519-509-2828, Loader available from sale day until

west side of road. **PARKING ON SITE/ROAD**

Tractors, Skid Steer: Case IH 1494 loader(74L) tractor, 4x4, 1-remote; Case 2090, cab, 2-remotes,
4495hrs; Farmall 560, diesel, narrow front, set up for pulling, 1-remote; Case 1840 Uni-Loader skid-
steer, 5430hrs; Farmall 460, gas, narrow front, 1-remote; Farmall Super M, narrow front; Case SC - not
running. Trailer & 5th wheel Camper: 8ft x 18ft trailer, beaver tail & ramps, steel deck, tandem; 2010
Regal River 29s, 5th wheel camper trailer, 8ftx32ft, 2 slides, awning, stored inside. Mach/Equip (A)
Antique: (2)Killbros 350 gravity wagons, hydr fert auger, tarp; Sunflower 9412, no-till drill, 15ft, 24 run,
straight grain, light kit; Geo Smythe 32ft land roller; Wilrich 2800 20ft cultivator, tandem on frame,
single on wing, finger harrows; Geo White 300 gal sprayer, 32ft boom; 8ft 2- auger snowblower, hydr
chute; Howse 6ft rotary mower; DMI 11 shank chisel plow; John Deere 230 disc, 20ft, tandem on base,
singles on wings; homemade dump trailer 7ft x 11ft, pto drive; (2) 3 furrow drag plows (1 on rubber, 1
on steel)(A); MH 7F1 binder(A); Lobsinger Bros threshing machine 5016, 24 cyl, 36 body, on rubber,
model Lion, 1950 (A); 8ft pull type cultivator (A). Shop/Farm Rel: Torches; tool boxes; floor jack; Ig Anvil;
13” floor drill press; hand tools, chop saw, air comp, battery charger; Powermig Astro power 110 mig
welder; Poulan Pro chainsaw; Husqvarna 257 chainsaw; Stihl FS91R trimmer; multiple tractor weights -
suitcase & wheel; log splitter; Snap-On 20.8x38 duals; Champion 9000 generator, 7200W; & lots more
here. Household & Furniture.

Lunch Booth & Washroom Available Preview: Friday July 10, 1-6pm

NOTE: Good clean sale. All items have been well looked after.

Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper |.D. on day of sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer will not be
held responsible for accident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal announcements on
day of sale take precedence over written ads.

Items Info: Heather Stevens (437) 771-7150

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

BOOK YOUR

h N Q R M 'S July 18. Everything sells “AS IS” Owners, Auctioneers, Organizers not responsible for accidents, injury,

nd A rt A T ! E S deletions or loss of property sale day. All verbal announcements take precedence over written material.

c ur Bessey N QU AUCTIONEERS: DAVID MCPHEE, GLENN SINCLAIR, DENNIS KIDD, DARREN EBY,
AllCthl‘lS We Buy and Sell Antiques, CALVIN & RYAN KUEPFER

Memorabilia and Estates

SPECIALIZING IN:

- Antique Oak, Pine, & Teak
Furniture (1900s)
- Advertising & Memorabilia

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 « Scott 519-843-5083

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com IMMEDIATE . gnglish Fine Bone China &
. . CASH! Fancy Teacups
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur ContactNorm - 0ld Collectible Toys
with your photes! - Sterling Silver & Jewellery PRESENTS SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS

JULY 10TH - Tool & Equipment Auction

JULY 16TH - Dual Estate Firearms Auction
JULY 17TH - Currency / Art / Jewelry Auction
JULY 24TH - Giffin Apple Farm Sale

JULY 31ST - Meaford Farm Auction

AUG 7TH - Gas and Qil / JD Tractors / Toys /
Sports Memorabilia

AUG 17TH to 22ND - Straight Shooter Sale

SEPT 11TH - Antiques, Collectibles & Quality
Household Items

SEPT 18TH - Tool & Equipment Sale

SEPT 25TH - Currency / Art / Jewelry Auction
OCT 8TH - Locked & Loaded Handgun Sale
OCT 9TH - Gas and O|I Auctlon

o

Normsantiques@gmail.com

905 703 1107

11 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!
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Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!




HOUSE FOR RENT

QUAINT & COSY COUN-
TRY HOME - west of Or-
angeville / sw of Shelburne.
References required. Con-
tact: dvftherb@proton.
me for application. Pho-

(search) 1739700791.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM APT FOR
RENT (main floor + house).
Quiet countryside area close
to the city. $1850 including
utilities. Contact tel # 905-
880-1216.

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOS-
AL — CASH PAID for Cars,
Trucks, Vans — Big or Small.
Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

WE PAY CASH for Scrap
Vehicles - any size. We also
buy construction and equip-
ment. Open 7 days a week.
Call 905-859-0817 (Peter).

ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING VINYL RE-
CORDS - STEREO - 45’s.
Cash for antiques and collect-
ibles-stamp-coins. Call James
at 416-569-9976.

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS URGENTLY
WANTED - If you are retired
and looking for a part-time job,
please contact Frank at 647-
376-3365. Must be respon-
sible and have a clean drivers
abstract. The ability to send
and receive text messages
isamust.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

YARD SALE

YARD SALE - SATURDAY,
JULY 11th, 10 am -3 pm.
312125 16th Line, East Gara-
fraxa. Featuring crystal glass
items, glass jars, crocks, oil
lamps, metal toys — large &
small, kitchen stuff.

SETTLERS CREEK AN-
NUAL COMMUNITY YARD
SALE - Saturday, July 11th,
8 am — 12 pm. Too many
homes and deals to list!! Exit
off by-pass onto Alder St or
Spencer Ave. and start look-
ing for the sales.

BOOKKEEPING

PERSONAL BUDGET
TRACKER designed by
local bookkeeper. Currently
HALF OFF. www.scbook-
keeping.net.

GIBSON, Mark

Passed away 40 years ago on

July 11, 1986 of childhood
cancer, at the age of 4.

Missed by his Mom, sisters
and family

Forever in our hearts.

RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES -
Providing an extra pair of help-
ing hands in the Orangeville
area. No job too big or too
small. One man and a truck
services along with residential
seasonal lawn maintenance
also available. All jobs wel-
come. $25/hr. Call 519-447-
7550.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES & REPAIRS

HOME RENOVATIONS -
kitchen/bathrooms: tiles/
wood/vinyl floors: plumb-
ing/painting/stain/drywall:
outdoor repairs — fences,
decks. Call Alex at 519-938-
7727.

ROM MASONRY - Based
in Nobleton. We do big or
small jobs. Chimneys, win-
dow sills, walls etc. All work
guaranteed. Free estimates,
seniors discount. Call Spen-
cerat 647-542-0559.

SERVICES

TREE PRUNING and RE-
MOVAL as well as minor land-
scaping. Free estimates. 20+
years experience. Call Russ
at 416-802-9180.

The LORD DUFFERIN
CHAPTER IODE holds their
meetings at the Lord Dufferin
Centre on the 4th Tuesday of
every month. We are looking
for women who would like to
help in the Community. Call
519-941-1865.

IFYOU WANT to keep drink-
ing, that's your business. IF
YOU WANT to stop drinking,
that's our business. Call Alco-
holics Anonymous Hot Line,
1-866-715-0005. www.aan-
orthhaltonerin.org.

DRUG PROBLEM? We've
been there, we can help!
Please refer to georgianheart-
landna.org for a complete
list of Narcotics Anonymous
meetings. Call anytime 519-
215-0761.

REMEMBER TO
SHOP LOCAL!

SERVICES THANKYOU

AREYOU A WOMAN living
with abuse? For safety, emer-
gency shelter, and counsel-
ling call Family Transition
Place, (519)941-HELP or
1-800-265-9178.

FOR INFORMATION regard-
ing HEART and STROKE,
call Dori Ebel (519)941-1865
or 1-800-360-1557.

IFYOU or a FAMILY MEM-
BER are struggling with gam-
bling, Gamblers Anonymous
isthere to HELP. Call: 1(855)
222-5542 or visit www.gato-
ronto.ca.

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT
GROUPS meet monthly for
spousal &family support. Call
(519) 941-1221.

ORANGEVILLE SENIOR
SOCIAL CLUB -Aplace to
meet and make new friends.
We meet Thursdays at 5:30
pm. and twice amonthat 1:30
pm. Many activities. For more
information call Betty at: 519-
942-3090.

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!

, S
(aledon Citizen

905-857-6626

(ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

519-941-2230

Call Caledon ot 905-857-6626
or Orangeville at 519-941-2230 to advertise.

Sign up at
ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Thank you to everyone who came
to wish me a happy birthday at my

Thank you for my beautiful cards,

Thank you to my family for making
my party so amazing. It was a lovely
day and made many happy memories.

Knowing people as nice as you

|;a gives lite a brighter touch
I

\

80th birthday party,

especially friends and family

that travelled so far.

flowers and gifts.

Ruth Hand

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | JULY 9,2026 B9

Wedding DJ Services Available

sure your big day is unforgettable
with our expert Wedding DJ services.

From personalized playlists to
top-notch equipment, we’ll create
the perfect atmosphere for your
celebration.

Let us help you dance the night away
and make memories that last
a lifetime. Send an email to
DufferinDJs@gmail.com to get
a quote and book today!

When you buy from a small business
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his

team jersey, a mom or dad put food on

the table, a family pay a mortgage

or a student

D anks for dhapping local! §
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B1() ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | JULY 9, 2026

ORANGEVILLE

375 HP « Estimated Range 452 KM « 3500 LBS Towing Capacity

RECEIVE A

" TOYOTA
REBATE

FREE CHARGER
WITH PURCHASE

(VALUED AT $560)

Offer applies to customers purchasing in stock new model year 2026 BZ Woodland EV vehicle; terms and conditions apply.

Purchaser must take delivery during July 9th-31st. Offer ends June 31st, 2026, on approved credit. Image is for display purposes only.

713003 1st Line East, Orangeville
ORANGEVILLE 1-866-617-9097

m TheHumberviewGroup

TOYOTA - www.orangevilletoyota.ca

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-7, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4 Service: Mon-Thurs 8-6, Fri 8-5, Sat 8-3
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