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SANTA CLAUS COMES TO TOWN: Kris Kringle waves to the thousands of attendees who lined Broadway on Saturday, Nov. 22, during
the annual Orangeville Santa Claus Parade. The parade started at the intersection of Hansen Blvd. and First St. and finished by the inter-
section of Broadway and Fourth St., with a variety of floats participating. To see more photos, visit Page A13

Council to present 2026 budget with 2 per cent tax increase

Written By SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of Orangeville is in the process
of preparing its 2026 budget, which will be
presented in draft form at council’s Dec. 1
meeting.

“The proposed 2026 Town of Orangeville
Budget focuses on investing in what mat-
ters by protecting the everyday services that
shape quality of life in Orangeville,” reads a
statement from the town issued on Nov. 26.
“With a modest town-controlled increase of
1.99 per cent, the budget supports ‘finishing
what we've started’ by advancing critical
in-progress projects, ensuring proper fund-
ing is available for existing services and
planning responsibly for growth.”

From road maintenance, parks and rec-
reation to transit, traffic lights, pipes and
safe drinking water, the budget covers Or-
angeville’s annual operational and capital
costs.

“Rooted in our vision of a dynamic future
inspired by our historic charm, the 2026
budget reflects a commitment to stability,
transparency and the long-term value resi-
dents and business deserve,” the town stat-
ed.

The town noted that throughout this year,
economic trends have been rapidly evolving
due to tariffs and inflation, affecting several
sectors, including municipalities.

“A strong budget balances these challeng-
es with the service expectations of its com-
munity and the investments required for
growth and development,” the town stated.

The draft budget proposes a 3.4 per cent
total tax impact, with 1.99 per cent coming
from town-run services, which are con-
trolled by the municipality. The other 1.36
per cent comes from Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) service costs.

The average homeowner will see an in-
crease of approximately $120 in their an-
nual property tax bills, equating to an extra
$10 per month.

“Town staff faced a significant challenge
this year, finding a balance between meeting
our community’s growing needs, infrastruc-
ture pressures and keeping costs manage-
able for taxpayers,” said Orangeville Mayor
Lisa Post. “Staff approached every decision
with our community in mind. In a time of
financial uncertainty, this proposed budget
lays out a plan that is both practical, respon-
sible and focused on the long-term well-be-
ing of Orangeville.”

It's important to note that the town will
receive growth assessment details from the
Municipal Property Association Corpora-
tion (MPAC) on Dec. 9, and the tax impact
will be updated when that information is
confirmed.

“This year’s budget is guided by the idea
of finishing what has been started, maintain-
ing safe and reliable community services
and planning responsibly for growth,” the
town stated.

To achieve this, the town is investing in
assets as well as future planning systems
and processes.

Orangeville is facing an infrastructure
backlog, so it is developing a consistent,
sustainable strategy to renew, repair, and
maintain assets, with a focus on extending
their lifespans.

In regard to long-term financial planning,
the town says it is working to ensure invest-
ments, debt repayment and projects that
“prepare for future growth are being made
at the right time using the right assets.”

The various departments at the Town of
Orangeville are seeking efficiencies while
improving services.

Continued on Page A6

Firelight and Frost Weekend in Orangeville cancelled

Due to current and forecasted high winds,
along with snow squalls, Downtown Oran-
geville’s Joy and Lights Festival organizers
announced the cancellation of events for
the Firelight and Frost Weekend, originally
planned from Nov. 28 to 30.

“Environment Canada is advising of poten-

Tiexmne
“COOLING

2 LOCATIONS!!

633419 HWY 10 Unit 1A,
Mono, ON L9W 671

124 Young St,
Alliston, ON L9R 1P8

1-800-461-4401

donsheatingand .com

Proudly Canadian
Owned & Operated 1390

“Limited time offer. Contact us for complete details. Taxes extra.

250 Blees FreEy) Pedl

HIGH EFFICIENCY GAS FU_RNACE

YAVE 1

*Offer valid until Nov 30, 2025. Call for details.

INSTALLED

tially hazardous conditions, including damag-
ing winds and heavy, fast-moving snow. For the
safety of visitors, performers, volunteers, and
staff, all outdoor programming for Firelight and
Frost Weekend will not proceed as planned,”
reads a statement from Downtown Orangeville
(Orangeville BIA), issued on Nov. 26.

due to inclement weather

“This includes the Holiday Market, Skating
Rink, Fire Shows, Live Ice Sculpting, Magic
Show, Lantern-Making Workshop, Lantern
Walk, and all associated outdoor activa-
tions.”

Continued on Page A5
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519-941-4050
633341 Hwy. #10
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FOCUS ON DECORATING
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focusondecorating.ca

©2025 Benjamin Moore & Co. Ltd. Benjamin Moore and the triangle M symbol are registered trademarks of
Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited. Al other marks are the property of their respective owners.
Offer valid at Focus On Decorating location only and can be terminated at any time. See In store for details
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519-940-8521
324 Broadway, Orangeville
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*Offer valid until Nov 30, 2025. Taxes extra.
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B l Health Care Foundation

THIS GI®?ING TUESDAY,
YOUR GIFT WILL BE

DOUBLED!

#GivingTuesdayCA

Your donation to your community hospital will be
matched dollar-for-dollar up to $2 million thanks to

Charitable Family Foundation

Donate Today!

CALL 519-941-2702 ext.2303 OR VISIT www.HHCFOUNDATION.com
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HollyFest attracts thousands to Orangewlle Falrgrounds for two day Christmas market

Written By SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Orangeville Citizen’s inaugural Hol-
lyFest Christmas market welcomed thou-
sands of shoppers over two days, offering
handcrafted and unique products from a
curated selection of 100 vendors.

Dufferin-County-based businesses, char-
ities, nonprofits, and crafters filled up the
Orangeville Fairgrounds on Saturday, Nov.
22, and Sunday, Nov. 23, for a one-of-a-kind
shopping experience.

“HollyFest was a wonderful addition to
an already festive weekend in Orangeville.
With Joy and Lights (Festival), the Christ-
mas tree lighting, and our Santa Claus pa-
rade all bringing the community together,
HollyFest added another warm and welcom-
ing place for families to shop and celebrate,”
Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post enthused.

“I was so impressed by the incredibly di-
verse array of vendors, the overall energy of
the event, and, most importantly, the gener-
osity shown by the community to support
the Orangeville Food Bank... Events like
this one remind us what makes Orangeville
so special.”

HollyFest was free to attend, and instead
of charging an admission fee, donations to
the Orangeville Food Bank were encour-
aged at the door.

In the end, the food bank collected 1,131
pounds of food and over $5,400.

Carrie-Anne DeCaprio, donor engage-
ment and community outreach manager at
the Orangeville Food Bank, told the Citizen
she was impressed with the success of Hol-
lyFest and enjoyed having conversations
with attendees about the important work
being done at the food bank.

“HollyFest was great because when it
opened on both days, there was a lineup

SCOTT MARTIN PHOTOS

FESTIVE FUN: The HollyFest Christmas market came to the Orangeville Fairgrounds on Saturday, Nov. 22, and Sunday, Nov. 23, featuring over
100 vendors. Thousands of people attended and browsed a variety of hand-crafted and unique items during the two-day event. Donations
were collected at the entrance for the Orangeville Food Bank, and in total, the organization received 1,131 pounds of food and over $5,400.

out the door,” she said. “I think for myself
and the other vendors who were there, that
just gives you an initial rush, goosebumps,
and excitement that it’'s going to be a great
day.”

DeCaprio continued, “Then it just kept
getting better and better, with Santa Claus
wandering around, the Grinch wandering
around, and getting to see all the different
artisans and crafters. It’s just amazing to
see what the people in our community had
on display and what they bring to the table.”

“It was a beautiful event, and I really look
forward to it next year,” she smiled.

" Your gift will impact
community change forever.

Join us in making a truly significant difference to our

community by donating a holiday gift to one of our
“forever funds.” With more than 12 to choose from, there
will be one that captures your heart.

dufferincommunityfoundation.ca

The Orangeville-based 1849 Lorne Scots
Royal Canadian Army Cadets directed traf-
fic through the parking lot, and Dufferin
DJs played Christmas music for the dura-
tion of HollyFest.

“HollyFest Christmas market was truly
magical this year — huge crowds came out
to support us, the weekend was full of fes-
tive energy, and we were able to contribute
to such a great cause in our community,”
said Janine Taylor, HollyFest event manager.
“Thanks to our incredible vendors, whose
talent and heart made the market sparkle
brighter than we could have imagined.”

HollyFest Event Director Doug Rowe
said he’s thrilled with the community sup-
port he witnessed at the market over the
weekend.

“What an amazing community,” he said.
“Thank you to everyone who stopped by
and supported the event. Whether you
shopped the vendors, dropped off a dona-
tion for the food bank, or just chatted with
us at the Orangeville Citizen booth, we are
grateful to everyone who checked out Hol-
lyFest.”

Rowe added, “We look forward to host-
ing it again in 2026.”
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AN ADVENTUROUS &
HAIR-LARIOUS PANTO

CALL 519.942.3423 OR WWW.THEATREORANGEVILLE.CA

For Dutferin County. Forever.
Give Today.

ORANGEVILLE
The Salvation Army

In-Person Registration

(519) 943-1203 Ext. 1

Christmas Assistance
for Dueri County

RegistrNow

New Hope Community Church

Call Samantha for Appointment

Last day to call is November 26, 2025
Pick up dates/times will be assigned at registration.

GRAND VALLEY

Contact Linda
(416) 528-7719
to set up a date and time.
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Mono council looks at improvements for Purple Hill Park in budget talks

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

When a town council gets out its figurative
pocketbook with an eye toward annual mu-
nicipal budget discussions, it is a good time
to broach the state of a neighbourhood play-
ground.

Mono resident Bradley Mayer-Harman said
playgrounds and park facilities are generally
updated in some fashion every 15 years or so.
The Purple Hill playground hasn’t gotten any
attention in that regard since about 2002.

He asked Mono council during its Nov. 26
meeting if something could be done for that
site’s users.

“It is a budget item,” Mono Mayor John
Creelman said. “We’re in the process of debat-
ing the budget. There is an allocation within
the current draft budget for refurbishment of
that park.”

It’s been a long road for the park’s users to
draw attention to the site, and Mayer-Harmon
has been on it at every step.

He told town council as early as October
2023 that he hopes to one day be able to bring
his future grandchildren to a revitalized Pur-
ple Hill Park. He said then that the 3.87 acres
of grass at the park were underutilized, and

he suggested residents would benefit from
the installation of a concrete multi-sports pad
that can be utilized in summer and winter.

That was after area residents spent a win-
ter maintaining an ice rink on the grassed por-
tion of the park.

Mayer-Harman said he would like to see
council recognize the effort and time the Pur-
ple Hill community has invested in the site.

“Based on what I've been hearing over the
past (number of) meetings, it doesn’t sound
like there’s a significant amount of push in
this direction,” he said. “We definitely want to
see some more action and less talk when it
comes to Purple Hill Park.”

He said it seems Mono’s other playground
facilities and parks get ample attention.

“We just don’t want it to be brushed under
the rug for another year,” Mayer-Harman said.
“I'm hopeful that this council takes it serious-
ly and recognizes the effort that’s gone in the
past to bring this to your attention.”

“Thank you very much for bringing it to our
attention,” replied Councillor Melinda Davie.

She said she was waiting for his question
about the playground because she was aware
that members of the Purple Hill community
had compiled a petition as part of their lobby-

ing efforts for the park.

Creelman asked Kim Heaton, the town’s
recreation director, to provide some details
that have been discussed about recreation as
part of setting the 2026 municipal operating
and capital budget.

Coun. Elaine Capes interjected that the
new annual spending plan hasn't yet been fi-
nalized.

Coun. Davie said the Purple Hill playground
has already been discussed and likely will
come up again before the budget is finalized.

“This is an opportunity for Mr. Mayer-Har-
man to hear from Kim regarding this particu-
lar park,” Coun. Davie said.

“Does Mr. Mayer-Harman also want to hear
that’s a two per cent increase to the tax rate?”
Coun. Capes said.

“That is getting into the budget discussion,”
Creelman said.

“So it’s only half a conversation we’re hav-
ing here,” Coun. Capes said.

Creelman suggested Heaton speak on
what’s in the budget and, later, explain the
rationale for that when council continues
budget deliberations. He said the funds could
come from both reserve funds and taxpay-
er-supported sources.

Heaton said there have been recent discus-
sions about replacing playground equipment
at Purple Hill Park and a rubber surface at the
site.

The requested amount is $250,000. There is
$104,000 in recreation reserves, so the depart-
ment requested an additional $146,000.

Creelman suggested Mayer-Harman take
part in the coming budget discussions.

“I totally respect the fact that you're being
financially responsible as best as you can,”
Mayer-Harman said. “But I do completely dis-
card the notion that somehow there’s a spe-
cial tax or the Purple Hill Park being main-
tained is somehow an additional tax on the
community of Mono.”

The reality is that there are reserve funds
and money every year to go toward maintain-
ing such infrastructure. It isn’t fair to suggest
Mono ratepayers’ taxes are going up because
of work for the Purple Hill Park.

“Whenever you did parks in the past, you
don’t tell everyone, say it's because of this
park we're increasing taxes by two per cent,”
Mayer-Harman said.

Coun. Ralph Manktelow said he’s a three-
term councillor and he can’t recall blaming a
tax increase on a particular item.

Downtown Orangeville’s Firelight and Frost Weekend cancelled due to mclement weather

Continued from FRONT

Organizers of the Joy and Lights Festi-
val are now exploring new dates in 2026
to safely present these activities and will
share information on their plans as soon as
details are confirmed.

“We are always focused on the safety
and well-being of our community,” said Ali-
son Scheel, executive director of the Oran-
geville BIA. “While we're disappointed to
cancel this portion of Joy and Lights, we
look forward to bringing these magical ex-

Town Page

519-941-0440

info@orangeville.ca

| UPCOMING MEETINGS

periences back in 2026. In the meantime,
we encourage our community to support
local businesses this holiday season by
shopping local, collecting Joy Book stamps
at participating businesses, and earning
some chances to win Downtown Dollar
prize packs.”

Downtown Orangeville would like to
thank the many volunteers, vendors, and
attendees who helped make the Merry and
Bright Weekend, Nov. 21 to 23, “truly mag-
ical.”

Despite the Merry and Bright Weekend’s

(in I f

orangeville.ca

cancellation, the Winter Farmers’ Market
will still take place as usual inside Town
Hall at 87 Broadway, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday. As well, Downtown Oran-
geville’s Joy Book promotion is still ongo-
ing.

“Plus, free Santa Selfies and a free Crafty
Santa Workshop at Art with Jada Studio
(at) 28 Mill Street will still take place this
weekend,” Downtown Orangeville stated.

To learn more, visit DowntownOran-
geville.ca, where times and locations are
listed.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

GET CONNECTED!

@

Date Time Location Meeting To listen in
Monday, 7:30 p.m. Council chambers Special council orangeville.ca/
Dec.1 and livestream meeting WatchlLive
Tuesday, 12 p.m. Council chambers Official Plan Steering 1-289-801-5774
Dec. 2 and by phone Committee ID: 14176 900 #
Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. Council chambers Mayor’s Youth Advisory  1-289-801-5774
Dec. 2 and by phone Council ID: 572 263 932 #
Thursday, 6 p.m. Council chambers Sustainable Orangeville 1-289-801-5774
Dec. 4 and by phone ID: 369 846 519 #

*Start time of council and committee meetings is subject to change

*For more information on how to participate and to view council and committee
agendas, please visit orangeville.ca/meetings.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Discuss life, love and loss
in the context of great books

BOOK CLUB

Thursday, Dec. 4
7t0 8:30 p.m.
Mill Street Library

Register at
orangevillelibrary.ca

100k

Dreath: Something To Talk About
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100% CERTAINTY

ZAM TO 7TAM
SUNDAY. TUESDAY
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275 Alder Street

N Public Library

Friday, Dec. 5, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Alder Recreation Centre atrium

orangevillelibrary.ca

park overnight?

o5

180 Broadway

Winter parking
restrictions

Dec.1to March 31

No street parking
between 2 to 7 a.m.

Street parking is restricted
during snow events

Need somewhere to

Lots are available at the locations
below. Pay attention to the signs and
park on the designated side where you
will pick up your vehicle in the morning.

Municipal lot at the rear
of 168-178 Broadway

Municipal lot at the rear
of 82-90 Broadway

DECEMBER 1 - MARCH 31
 ZAMTO 7AM
MONDAL.
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
B

Orangewlle

PUBLIC NOTICES

Public notice

Committee of

Adjustment
procedural bylaw

The Town of Orangeville council will
be considering a proposed bylaw
to establish procedures for the
Town’s Committee of Adjustment.
The bylaw outlines how meetings
will be called, conducted and kept
open to the public in accordance
with provincial legislation.

Meeting details

Date: December 8, 2025

Time: 7 p.m.

Location: Council Chambers,
Town Hall, 87 Broadway

Watch online: livestream available
at orangeville.ca/WatchLive

How to participate

Learn how to speak at a council
meeting at orangeville.ca/SpeakUp.

For more information and

to attend via Zoom, visit the
meeting agenda at orangeville.
ca/meetings. The agenda will be
posted by December 4, 2025.

Submit written comments

Send your comments before the meeting
to councilagenda@orangeville.ca. Any
feedback may become part of the
public record.

ZIA,

(full-time)

Rotary Park and Fendley Park

For how to park on the lower part
of your driveway and more, visit
orangeville.ca/WinterParking.

Power outages

Orangeville Hydro

519-942-8000

After-hours emergency

Related to municipal service

416-736-7096

Emergency services

Police, fire and ambulance

9-1-1

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

End User Computing Administrator

Corporate Services department
Salary range: $86,450.36 to $ 101,134.69

In this role you’ll help keep Orangeville’s
technology running smoothly for staff,
ensuring computers, mobile devices,

IT systems and software are secure,

up to date and properly managed.

Application deadline: December 5 at 4 p.m.

For full duties, qualifications, compensation
breakdown and employment terms or
to apply visit orangeville.ca/jobs.
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Bethell Hospice unveils Butterfly Bereavement dlsplay at Headwaters Hospital

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A new art display by Bethell Hospice was
unveiled at Headwaters Hospital on Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, to recognize those who struggle
with grief and loss.

In recognition of National Grief and Be-
reavement Day and National Children’s Grief
Awareness Day on Nov. 20, this initiative pro-
vides a butterfly to each participant, who are
encouraged to draw, decorate, and colour it
however they see fit. The process allows par-
ticipants to express and release their grief in
a healthy, controlled way to help in the heal-
ing process.

The butterflies on display were arranged
in hanging circles to represent the circle
of life and how people express themselves
when confronted with it.

Kim Delahunt, president & CEO of Head-
waters, said that displays like this one are
positive examples of what happens when
healthcare organizations work together, and
praised Bethell Hospice for its continued
support of Dufferin and Caledon residents.

“This is a profoundly important project,
and it’s, of course, created to honour the na-
tional bereavement month,” she said. “This
project is much more than an art installa-
tion. I think it speaks to all of us. These but-
terflies, which I'm told there are more than
3,500, represent love, remembrance and the
transformation that accompanies grief.”

“Grief touches every one of us at some
point in our lives, and healing is nurtured
when we come together to support one an-
other,” she added.

Margaret Paan, executive director of
Bethell Hospice, said that she is extremely

grateful to Headwaters for cooperating with
them to set up this display.

Over the five years that Butterfly Bereave-
ment has operated, participation has sky-
rocketed, and Bethell Hospice needed to
expand its spaces to host the displays, and
Headwaters was quick to step up.

“We reached out to the hospital three
years ago, during our fourth year, and we
said ‘could we expand this a bit?"” Paan said.
“Headwaters didn’t miss a beat. They said
‘yves, absolutely, how can we work togeth-
er?”

Thanks to Headwaters’ support, Paan said
more people in the community will know
they are not alone, that others are struggling,
working through their own grief in their own
ways, and that support is available.

“I think bringing grief and loss out into the
community is really important,” she said.
“Letting people know that they’re not alone
is important. This display gives people
coming up and down the hallways an op-
portunity to see that, to see all the people
that participated and reflected.”

There is no other group where this rein-
forcement is needed more than with youth.
Thanks to investments by the Ontario gov-
ernment, Bethell Hospice now has a regis-
tered social worker who specializes in work-
ing with youth, Jessica Marsella.

She said that helping children move
through grief is both complex and slow, re-
quiring patience and adaptability.

“According to the children and youth
group network, one in 14 children will ex-
perience the death of a parent or sibling,”
Marsella said. “Despite these statistics, it can
still be a challenge for parents, caregivers
and even service providers to connect these
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BEREAVEMENT BUTTERFLIES: Staff from Bethell Hospice, including Executive Director
Margaret Paan, unveiled the Butterfly Bereavement display at Headwaters Health Care
Centre (HHCOQ), joined by the hospital’s CEO and President Kim Delahunt. The displays are

visible to all those passing through the hospital’s Ambulatory Care Wing..

children with appropriate support in their
communities. Children are often said to be
the forgotten mourners, with their resilience,
flexibility and play-oriented processing serv-
ing as protective factors.”

She continued, “These traits can be mis-
understood as a lack of understanding or
care. The reality is that they express them-
selves differently from adults. The Butter-
fly Bereavement project draws attention to
the importance of ensuring even our littlest
members of our communities have access to
the care and support that they need.”

As National Grief and Bereavement Day
and National Children’s Grief Awareness Day
pass, Bethell Hospice, Headwaters Hospital,

and their partners continue to advocate for
compassion, communication, and under-
standing throughout the grieving process.

They also hope the butterfly displays will
continue to inspire and comfort those who
pass them, reminding them that everyone
processes grief differently, but support re-
mains available for everyone, no matter the
circumstances or age.

In addition to Headwaters, a butterfly dis-
play was unveiled at the Orangeville Public
Library on Mill Street, with a viewing event
on Now. 21.

For more information on the Butterfly Be-
reavement project, visit https:/bethellhos-

pice.org/.

Orangeville council to review 2026 budget with 2 per cent tax increase at Dec. 1 meeting

Continued from FRONT

“Affordability continues to guide the town’s
long-term financial planning. Like a homeown-
er deciding what repairs to move forward with
now and what can wait, or where to reduce
costs on groceries, the town has taken a prac-
tical, strategic approach to using taxpayer dol-
lars responsibly, making each dollar stretch as
much as possible,” said Orangeville CAO David
Smith.

“The 2026 proposed budget is about plan-
ning responsibly and investing wisely in what
matters. Staff have worked hard with council’s
guidance to develop a modest budget that ac-
complishes these goals.”

Only projects deemed necessary by the town
were introduced for the 2026 budget.

When looking at OPP costs, the 2026 budget
is estimated at $6.8 million, representing an 11

I

|

per cent increase from 2025.

“Final billing details weren’t available when
the budget was prepared, but the Ministry of
the Solicitor General confirmed increases will
be capped at 11 per cent,” the town stated.

“Even at the capped amount, OPP costs
remain below the $8.4 million spent on local
policing in 2020 (under the Orangeville Police
Service), with the gap widening further when
inflation is considered. Most municipalities,
including those with their own police services,
are facing inflationary pressures.”

The town added, “The transition to OPP con-
tinues to generate savings in Orangeville.”

Projects the town says will improve the com-
munity are included in the 2026 spending plan.

New fire hall construction is in the 2026 bud-
get, with an additional council-approved cost
of $745,662. This brings the project’s total cost
$26.5 million, which is what’s required to build

the new facility.

A major project continuing next year is up-
grades to Rotary Park, beginning with the in-
stallation of a new playground.

A New water storage tank is being funded
for 2026, with construction completed in 2025,
and the town expects it will be functional next
year.

“This facility will help meet increased de-
mand and strengthen the reliability of our wa-
ter supply,” the town stated.

An active transportation corridor project is
set to begin in early 2026, and the town contin-
ues to prepare for the development of a town-
wide trail system. This system is intended to
create an accessible, active way for people to
get around the community.

Two new Orangeville Transit buses have
been ordered, with expected delivery in late
2026.

50%
Off All
Prescription

Frames

25%
Off All
Sunglasses

An additional bus is proposed for the 2026
budget.

“The new buses will help create consistency,
support greater accessibility and improve ser-
vices for transit riders,” the town stated.

After the draft 2026 budget is presented to
Orangeville council on Dec. 1, there will be a
capital budget deliberation on Dec. 9.

On Dec. 10, council will undergo an operat-
ing budget deliberation and approve the con-
solidated budget.

Orangeville taxpayers who would like to
get involved in the budget process can provide
feedback by attending the listed council meet-
ings and delegating. During a delegation, town
residents can ask municipal officials and staff
questions in an open forum.

Visit orangeville.ca/SpeakUp to learn more
about how to speak or appear as a delegate at
these meetings at Orangeville Town Hall.

KANDA OPTICAL

Orangeville’s
Destination for EYECARE

¢ Eye Doctor Available On-site
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Companies
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The 2025 Toys for Tots Campaign kicks off November 29 and runs until December 14, 2025. Thanks to your

generosity last year the Salvation Army distributed nearly 4,000 toys. The OPP and New Hope CC are once

again seeking your support! OPP officers will be collecting toys outside of Walmart (95 First St. Orangeville)

during the following hours: Saturday (10am-2pm) and Sunday (10am-2pm) each of the next three weekends.
Toys can also be dropped off at any of the locations listed below until December 14.

OPP Headquarters The Salvation Army Thrift Store YMCA
390 C Line 162 Broadway 46 Dawson & 65 McCarthy,
220 Blind Line

519-942-2722 » 302 Broadway, Orangeville

NEWWAVEPOOLANDSPA.CA
f

DUCA Financial Services
16 Broadway

Orangeville Town Hall
87 Broadway 10 and 10 Garden Centre

i 634026 Ontario 10 Mono
The Salvation Army New Hope CC

690 Riddell Road

Royal LePage RCR Realty
75 First Street LCBO WEST

510 Riddell Road
7-Eleven

288 Broadway
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Orangeville selected for ‘Nashville Takeover,’ with focus on emerging talent

Written By SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Orangeville is well-known as a music com-
munity.

From the Blues and Jazz Festival to the
live-music focused Orangeville Ribfest and
Theatre Orangeville’s Summer Arts Fest,
these annual events collectively attract tens
of thousands of people to the community
each year.

But there’s a new event coming to town —
the Nashville Takeover.

Backyard Music Co. announced on Nov. 17
that Orangeville has officially been selected as
one of 13 towns across Canada to host a Nash-
ville Takeover next year from July 10 to 12

“The Nashville Takeover is a three-day
songwriter-style experience where top
emerging artists from Nashville and Cana-
da perform in intimate venues and unique
spaces throughout Orangeville,” said Scotty
James, founder of Backyard Music Co. and
the Nashville Takeover.

“Rather than big stages or loud produc-
tion, this is built around storytelling, connec-
tion, and hearing the songs behind the music
directly from the artists who wrote them.
Think candle-lit rooms, historic spaces, pati-
0s, and hidden venues with artists sitting just
feet away, sharing the stories that inspired
their songs.”

Participating venues include Orangeville’s
Bluebird Cafe, Revival 1863 (within Barley
Vine Rail Co.), Taphouse, and the historic
Opera House. James said additional loca-
tions will be announced soon.

More than 15 artists are anticipated to per-
form over the three-day event.

With only 13 towns selected to host Nash-
ville Takeovers in 2026, residents from each
community rallied on social media to bring it
to their backyard.

“Orangeville was selected from hundreds
of towns across Canada after an overwhelm-
ing show of community support during a
nationwide campaign. The level of pride, en-
gagement, and enthusiasm from Orangeville

residents stood out immediately, and it was
clear this is a town that rallies behind local
experiences. That sense of community is ex-
actly what this event is built around,” said
James.

Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post told the Citi-
zen she was thrilled to learn that Orangeville
has been selected as a host community for
the Nashville Takeover.

“Bringing new, fun, and vibrant events
like this into our town helps to support our
local economy, showcase our incredible
downtown and local businesses, and create
memorable experiences for residents and
visitors,” Mayor Post enthused. “Orangeville
has a long history of being an arts and cul-
ture community, so being chosen as a desti-
nation for an event like this is a real honour.
We can’t wait to welcome the energy, music,
and excitement that Nashville will bring to
Orangeville next summer.”

James noted that the festival’s up-close-
and-personal aspect will create an intimate
musical experience for attendees.

“It's unlike any typical music festival.
There are no barriers, no large crowds, and
no production distractions — just close-up
moments, emotion, laughter, surprise col-
laborations, and artists performing like they
would in Nashville’s famous Bluebird Café.
It’s real, raw, and incredibly personal. Guests
often describe it as goosebumps from start
to finish,” James lauded.

The Nashville Takeover will feature writ-
ers behind major songs, artists on the rise,
and performers who are poised for breakout
success.

“Past lineups have included artists with
Billboard-charting songs and writers with
multiple number-one hits,” said James.

While the Nashville Takeover concept
is new to Canada, Backyard Music Co. has
been curating intimate Nashville-style expe-
riences across North America for years. The
Nashville Takeover model was launched ear-
lier this year, with events in Collingwood and
Port Stanley. James said he was blown away
by the response and decided to increase the

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

EXITEMENT BUILDS: A Nashville Takeover by Backyard Music Co is coming to Orangeville
in July 2026. Pictured here is a “Bluebird Cafe” style event held at Wildflowers farm in On-
tario, featuring talent from Nashville and Canada.

number of Nashville Takeovers held in 2026.

“Due to that success, we expanded na-
tionwide, and Orangeville is part of this next
wave,” he said.

James anticipates a few thousand attend-
ees across all participating venues over the
three-day event.

“The venues are intentionally small to pre-
serve the intimate nature of the shows, so
space is limited,” James noted.

He warned the Citizen that once tickets
are gone, more won't be added, so people
interested in attending should secure them
before they're gone.

“We can’t add capacity because the whole
experience relies on closeness with the
artists. If you want to be part of something
truly unique, something that will likely sell
out, now is the time to secure passes,” said
James.

Going forward, he told the Citizen he’s
working with local venue partners to design

memorable locations while finalizing the
performing artists’ travel and scheduling.

“We’ll also begin grassroots promotion
across the community to build local excite-
ment. Our goal is to work closely with Or-
angeville businesses to create an event that
feels fully embedded into the town,” James
noted.

“This is more than a musical event, it's a
cultural experience for the town,” he contin-
ued. “For three days, Orangeville will host
some of the most promising songwriters in
North America in a setting that allows the
audience to truly connect with the artists.
You don’t just watch the show, you become
part of it. We're proud to bring this to Oran-
geville and believe it will be one of the most
unforgettable weekends the town has ever
seen.”

Tickets are currently on sale at luma.com/
x27sd7wi, with weekend and day passes
available.

Melancthon man charged with second degree murder after pedestrian is fatally struck by vehicle

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
are currently investigating a homicide in Mel-
ancthon.

On Tuesday, Nov. 25, at approximately
8:40 p.m., officers from the Dufferin OPP re-
sponded to a single motor vehicle collision
involving a pedestrian in a hotel parking lot
in Melancthon.

One person was pronounced deceased,
identified as Garnett (David) Walters, 59,
from Melancthon.
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As a result of the ongoing investigation,
Andrae Mullings, 34, from Melancthon, has
been charged with second degree murder,
contrary to section 235(1) of the Criminal
Code.

Mullings was remanded into custody and is
scheduled to appear before the Ontario Court
of Justice in Orangeville at a later date.

The second-degree murder charge against
Mullings has not been proven in court.

“The investigation is continuing by the

199
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Dufferin OPP Crime Unit under the direction
of the OPP Criminal Investigation Branch,
in collaboration with the Office of the Chief
Coroner and the Ontario Forensic Pathology
Service,” reads a press release from Duffer-
in OPP. “Assistance is being provided by the
OPP Forensic Identification Services and the
OPP Central Region Traffic Incident Manage-
ment and Enforcement team.”

Dufferin OPP says its investigators believe
this is an isolated incident, and there is no

PRE PAID
GOLF PASSES

12 game weekday pass

12 Game weekend pass

PRE PAID SKI LIFT

TICKETS 33% OFF

threat to public safety.

However, residents can expect to see an
increased police presence in the area as the
investigation continues.

Anyone with any information that may as-
sist the investigation is asked to contact the
Dufferin OPP at 1-888-310-1122, referencing
incident #E25153928.

Anyone who wishes to remain anonymous,
can contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477
(TIPS) or ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

3825
$1,025

¥199°

4 Any time lift tickets, transferrable,

must be used this season
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Exclusive in-person HOT DEALS at The Spa and Adamo Estate Winery.
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them! On top of our advertised specials, these deals won't last.
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*Visit hockley.com for full details. Limited quantities available.
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SWITCHING ON CHRISTMAS CHEER: Hundreds gathered in front of Town Hall on Friday,
Nov. 21, for the annual Christmas Tree Lighting, featuring a reading of ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas by David Narin, performances by the Orangeville Show Chorus, Theatre Oran-
geville members and the TOYS Choir. Dufferin DJs provided the sound and played festive

music before and after the lighting.

Mono council approves cutting of trees in
three forest tracts, bringing in revenue

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Money grows on trees in Mono through
sound forest management practices.

At least, that’s the case when it comes to
proceeds from the town’s forest management
harvesting. A contract was awarded for work
as part of Mono’s Forest Management Plan
during a special meeting of council Nov. 18.

Harvest areas are in the Anderson Tract,
the Relessey Tract, and the 1926 Tract.

Of the 46 acres to be harvested, it’s esti-
mated there are 15 cords of wood per acre.
The work is expected to start in December
and carry on until March 2026.

Residents in the vicinity of the targeted ar-
eas will be notified by the municipality.

Matt Doner, the town’s public works di-
rector, said the town will get slightly less
per cord this year. But it will result in about
$62,000 to municipal coffers, he said.

Based on the evaluation of six received
bids, staff recommended the contract be
awarded to McGoo’s Transport of Arthur at
the purchase price of $89.73 per cord.

The contract includes labour, material,
and equipment necessary for tree harvesting
within the three forest tracts.

The town is in the process of inking its 2026
operating and capital budget. The spending
document’s current draft indicates $14,000 in
revenue from forests.

Deputy Mayor Fred Nix asked if the $62,000
was included as part of next year’s revenue.

“So this is found money,” Nix said.

Les Halucha, Mono’s treasurer, confirmed
that the contract was not included in fore-
casted revenues. It wouldn’t be until the ten-
der is awarded by council, that it could be

included, he said.

Councillor Ralph Manktelow asked wheth-
er the work would be a clear-cut or a selec-
tive harvest.

He was told the trees would be cut as part
of selective forest management.

Doner said the trees to be cut were marked
a couple of months ago.

“What is the end goal for these forestry
tracts?” Manktelow asked.

“These a lot of sickness in some of the red
pine that are in there right now,” Doner said.

The town’s forester is working to get those
trees cut before the woods are rendered use-
less. Some of them can be replaced through
planting, as in the Anderson Tract several
years ago, Doner said.

“The idea is to develop them as hardwood
over time,” he said.

Manktelow broached the idea of starting a
diversified forest in the affected tracts.

Doner said there’s been some talk about
that with the forester.

Some counties operate tracts as revenue
sources, but also maintain diversified forests
with native species appropriate to the sur-
roundings.

The Anderson and the 1926 tracts are about
100 acres each in total. The Relessey Tract is
between seven and 12 acres, said Mono CAO
Mike Dunmore.

Nix said the 1926 tract, particularly its
eastern end, has been thinned many times
over the years. But there’s still a lot of pine
left.

“But that forest has been in-filled by hard-
woods, beeches and maples,” Nix said. “It’s
over half hardwoods now. So these planta-
tion forests of pines will, given enough time,
revert back to mixed hardwood forests.”

Giving Tuesday encourages local residents to
combat consumerism with charitable donations

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Giving Tuesday, a worldwide initiative that
was originally started in 2012 as a response to
the commercialism of Black Friday and Cyber
Monday, returns on Dec. 2.

The day encourages the public to shift their
focus from spending to supporting charitable
causes and people in their community.

There are many initiatives and non-profits
throughout Dufferin County that the commu-
nity can support next Tuesday.

And as the holiday season sets in, they need
more help than ever.

Michele Fisher, executive director of the
Dufferin Community Foundation, said there
is always a need in the community, and res-
idents are encouraged to contribute in any
way they can.

“Giving Tuesday was created as a way to
give to your community, in whichever way
works best for you,” she said. “Some people
are in a position to give cash donations, and
other people are able to volunteer their time.
Even general acts of kindness are welcome.
Everything counts on Giving Tuesday.”

Here in Dufferin County, Fisher said there
is a wide variety of non-profits and charities
running initiatives for Giving Tuesday.

“We have Share the Bounty, that’s going to
be running a toy drive in Shelburne, they’ll be
at Giant Tiger on Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. until 2
p-m.,” she said. “They’re a very interesting or-
ganization, as they deliver food and kindness
to uplift people going through hard times,
and they hold free dinners for anybody facing
food insecurity.”

“We also have the Rotary Club of Shelburne
doing its annual Christmas Hamper campaign

in conjunction with the food bank. That’s an-
other very big initiative happening right now
in town,” Fisher added.

There are also broader initiatives focused
on giving back by supporting the environ-
ment.

“We also have the National Wildlife Center,
they're having a Giving Tuesday Campaign
where theyre seeking $25,000 in matching
donations,” Fisher said. “They are looking to
deliver medical care and surgeries to sick, in-
jured, and orphaned animals from their wild-
life field hospital, serving Dufferin County
and Caledon.”

While it is only the second year that Giving
Tuesday has been widely recognized in the
county, Fisher said last year, despite being the
first time they've promoted the idea, was very
successful.

“Last year was our organization’s first year
doing it, and the community really came to-
gether,” she said. “Canada Helps, one of the
major online giving platforms, sent us some
data that showed that donations in Dufferin
County doubled on Giving Tuesday last year
with our campaign. We're looking forward to
keeping that momentum up because our local
charities and non-profits need it.”

Giving Tuesday and the related campaign
launched by Dufferin Community Founda-
tion have already had a clear impact, boosting
community involvement during the critical
winter months.

With such a wide array of non-profits and
charities operating in Dufferin County and be-
yond, residents can donate their food, time,
and money to a variety of causes.

For more information on Giving Tuesday
and how to get involved, go to dufferincom-
munityfoundation.ca/giving-tuesday.
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LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

Orangeville Lions Club donates $5 000 to Theatre Orangewlle

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Theatre Orangeville is getting a much-ap-
preciated boost to its operations, as the Or-
angeville Lions Club recently donated mon-
ey from its bingo fund to help support the
arts in town.

“It came out of nowhere for me; we're ab-
solutely thrilled to accept it,” said Jennifer
Stewart, artistic director for Theatre Oran-
geville. “It’s just wonderful to be supported

PTRD= Ssosrseseces N
so much by the community and the Lions ORANGEVILLE e
Club.” LIONS CLUB 2 Novemser 2025
She continued, “This money is going right .
into our programming at the theatre. We're ale THEATRE ORANGEVILLE
truly honoured.” : FIVE _ THOUSAND I $ o]

Stewart said that every dollar is a great
help to the theatre, which is still working
— slowly but surely — to recover its income
and viewer base from the pandemic. Any
and all support, whether that’s coming from
individual supporters or other clubs and or-
ganizations like the Lions Club, is greatly ap-
preciated by the theatre.

“Donations are greatly appreciated at this
time, especially as we're still recovering
from COVID-19 and the drop we saw,” Stew-
art said. “But I can say we're up the upward
slope, things are getting better. Every boost
just helps us get up that hill.”

She continued by saying that support
during the fall and winter seasons is crucial.

“Donations like this really show us how
special our community is,” Stewart said.
“People need laughter and joy in their lives,
especially this time of year. We need more
laughter and joy.”

Sharyn Ayliffe, the theatre’s executive di-
rector, agreed.

“This is what makes organizations like the
Lions Club so special,” she said. “All the ser-
vice clubs in town are extremely generous,
of course. But the Lions Club really under-
stands the profound impact that arts and cul-
ture have on a community, and that’s a very
special thing that I think gets overlooked,”

“It's something that we can take for grant-
ed, our books, TV, films, theatre, music, etc.,
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FUNDING BOOST: Leadership from Theatre Orangeville and the Orangeville Lions Club has been in communication to decide how best
to support the creative arts in town, and the Lions Club felt that directly supporting the theatre was the best way to stay involved. As a
result, they have made a $5,000 donation to the theatre, which will go right into the Creative Partners on Stage Program.

until its gone. Then it’s just the void that peo-
ple notice.”

Ayliffe said that the money from this do-
nation will go straight back into the theatre
to help fund its Creative Partners on Stage
program, a program specifically designed for
adults with neurodiversities.

Creative Partners on Stage actors work
directly with directors and choreographers
to create two new and original scripts every
year, made with the support of Theatre Or-
angeville’s production team and the accred-
ited support workers of Community Living
Dufferin.

The Orangeville Lions Club members said

they love supporting the creative arts in
town.

Orangeville Lion Dan Roach said they are
consistently impressed by the theatre’s hard
work.

“The Lions Club is very community in-
volved,” he said. “Arts and culture is very
important, and thankfully very well run in
our town and very well received. We want to
continue playing a part in that, so this is our
way of helping to contribute.”

“The Orangeville Theatre is the headstone
of arts and culture in this town, and it’s very
important to us that we're involved; they
are absolutely a worthy cause to support,”

Roach added.

He continued by saying on a personal lev-
el, he has always enjoyed the high quality of
productions put on by the theatre, and said
that the experience is like no other.

“For a small town, you know, the shows
are so well done, so professionally made.
My wife and I have seen shows here. Even
the venue itself is second to none. There’s so
many things there for you to see and enjoy.”

The Lions Club is just one in a long line of
supporters who continue to help the theatre
do what it does best - deliver quality enter-
tainment right in the heart of Orangeville for
all to see.
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Krystal Norris
Director of Financial
Services

Krystal leads Ghe financial services
department at MacMaster wich experience,
professionalism, and a strong commitment
to customer care. She works closely with
each guest bo find the right financing or
probection plan, ensuring a smooth and
stress-free process. Her leadership plays a
key role in delivering a Gop-Gier buying
experience.
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Chantal

Soper
Administrative
Assistant

Chantal helps keep daily operations running
smoothly at Orangeville Chrysler. From
assisting the team Go managing documents
and supporting customer needs behind Ghe
scenes, she brings organization, reliabilicy,
and a positive attitude to everything she
does. Her role is key to keeping things
efficient and on track.

Auto Group

Orangeville
Volkswagen

Bonnie
Rayburn

Receptionist

Bonnie is often tGhe first friendly face you'll
see at Orangeville Volkswagen. With a warm
smile and a helpful attitude, she makes sure
every guest feels welcome and looked after.
Whether directing calls or greeting visitors,
Bonnie helps create a positive and
professional first impression every time.

3 Dealerships, 1 Community
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CLUES ACROSS heartbeat

Puzzle No. 25C110 * Solution on page: CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

6. Take a seat

36. Means to moving

B

1.Dough made from corn
flour

5.Rise

11. Gratitude

14. A low wall

15. Kidnap

18. A cup golfers want
to win

19. Outgoing

21. “Partner” to flow

23. Former Michigan
coach Brady

24. Proverb

28. Gasteyer and de Armas
are two

29. Helps a body recover
30. Baseball Cy Young
winner

32. Very fast airplane
33. Offensive baseball stat
35. Body of water

36. Record of one’s

39. Signs a contract
41. Atomic #24
42. Bind securely
44. French Jesuit
theologian
46. Fragrant brown balsam
47. Post office box
49. Sells tickets at inflated
prices
52. Places to hang coats
56. Jewish salutation
58. Yellow fruits
60. Poorly educated
62. Microorganism
63. Talk show host
Barrymore
CLUES DOWN
1. A way to plan
2. Three-banded armadillo
3. Mobile
4. Romanian city
5. Making sour

7.“The Golden State”
8. When you hope to
arrive
9. Pointed ends of pens
10. Extinct flightless bird
12. Sharp-pointed dueling
sword
13. Nape of neck
16. Problems (Spanish
slang)
17. Narrow carpet
20. To avoid the risk of
22. Spiritual academic
degree (abbr.)
25. Equally
26. Traditional cars still
need it
27. Eligible voters
29. Greek alphabet letter
31. Body part
34. Referee-declared
outcome

money
37. Popular footwear
brand

38. Cockatoo

40. NFL’s big game

43. Botswana currencies
45. News-reporting
organization

48. Batman villain

50. Urgent request

51. Not all

53. Hallmark’s specialty
54.Knot in a tree

55. Satisty

57. Notable space station
58. Baby’s dining
accessory

59. Stitch clothing
61.__ and behold

N ome Fas mane self-conffidence than the person who dses a cromswond puaale with o pen.
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English: Sight
Spanish: Vista
Italian: Vista
French:Vue
German: Sicht

Health

What is the name of
the chart that eye
doctors use to
measure vision?
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Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.

REPCEFT NVOIIS

UOISIA 108418d :Jemsuy

FOCUS

pay particular

attention to

~Did
KON ?

Bifocal or multifocal lenses
help people who have
different visual impairments
see clearly with

one pair of

eyeglasses.

o

Get the KON
PICTURE

Canyou gue;s what
the bigger picture is?

juswdinba wbxa 843 :lemsuy

BLACK
FRIDAY

STARTS WITH

THURSDAY!
Triangle Rewards Members Get More!
Thursday, November 27 &

Friday, November 28
SPEND $300 + on almost everything
Get $50 Bonus CT Money

99 FIRST STREET

Fairgrounds Centre - Orangeville

519-941-1090 canadiantire.ca
€3 Facebook/ctorangeville

Use your
Triangle
Rewards Card
to earn and
redeem today!

Triwngle
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Orangeville council hears proposal for stacked townhouses on Amanda Street

Broadway’s south side at the east side of ready,” said Robert Russell, a planning consul-

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A housing developer believes an Oran-
geville neighbourhood can accommodate
more residential units than what town offi-
cials have classified.

And their case for a higher-density residen-
tial development on Amanda Street was laid
out for council during its Nov. 24 meeting,.

The proposed development will be on

Amanda Street between Wellington Street and
Townline. The four properties are located at 9,
11, 13 and 15 Amanda Street.

The proprietors of an Ontario numbered
company are asking the town to amend its
Official Plan and Zoning bylaw to allow the
construction of a five-storey condo develop-
ment. The land would need to be designated
for high-density residential use.

“This is a fairly complete community al-

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Amanda Street residents brought their
concerns to Orangeville council about a
proposed housing development.

The proprietors of an Ontario numbered
company have requested that the town
amend its Official Plan and Zoning bylaw to
allow the construction of a five-storey con-
do development. The land would need to be
designated for high-density residential use.

The proposed development involves 9,
11, 13, and 15 Amanda Street on Broad-
way’s south side at the east side of Aman-
da Street between Wellington Street and
Townline. The existing structures at 13 and
15 Amanda Street will be retained.

The proposed development will feature
120 two-bedroom stacked townhouse units
over seven blocks. Some will have two
bathrooms, while others will have a single
bathroom.

The development will come with 132 un-
derground parking spaces and 124 secure
bicycle parking spaces.

“These properties are already designat-
ed as an intensification area in the Official
Plan,” Robert Russell, a planning consul-
tant, told council on Nov. 24.

“So you've already decided that these
properties can be redeveloped at a higher
density. We're just saying that, since you ap-
proved that, we think the density should be
higher than what you previously approved.”

Rather than offering an opinion, area res-
ident David Waugh said he had a few ques-
tions about the project.

He said he wanted to make an informed
decision about the proposal. As a close
neighbour to the development site, he said
information is crucial to maybe becoming a
collaborative supporter of the construction.

Amanda Street residents fear proposed
development’s impact on wetlands, wildlife

By the same token, it's important to know if
the condos aren'’t suitable for the area.

“When we moved here five years ago, this
was not something that we saw coming,”
Waugh said.

And then: “I don’t mind bad news, but I
friggin’ hate surprises,” he remarked.

Pouring over the available information
regarding the proposed development,
Waugh said there’s much that was surpris-
ing as it relates to the town’s Official Plan.

“It doesn’t meet the plan,” he noted.

His copy of the latest version of the Offi-
cial Plan is dated March 2025, he said. And
he asked if the development’s proponents
had an opportunity to participate in the
plan’s review process.

“If they did, hopefully it would’'ve been
reflected in the updated plan,” Waugh said.
“If they didn’t, I'd be curious as to why not
because that was an opportunity fairly re-
cently.”

He said he learned about the plans for
the street by way of a mailed notice, and it
would’ve been more courteous to have got-
ten a knock on his door and heard about it
that way. He fears that might be taken as a
sign of how the project as a whole will be
handled.

The people who became Waugh'’s neigh-
bours were the reason he and his family
decided to move to Amanda Street, he said.

“That’s why we're all here,” Deputy May-
or Todd Taylor said. “We all love Oran-
geville. We all love where we live.”

Taylor said council doesn’t make deci-
sions during such public meetings. Any de-
veloper has the right to present a case for
their proposed development. And affected
residents have the right to give their feed-
back, he added.

Continued on Page A16
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tant.

“It has community services. It has commer-
cial areas. It has residential. It's growing a bit.
It’s starting to get some of that more high den-
sity residential because to be transit-support-
ive, the current neighbourhood is not.”

Quite simply, Russel says if you have a
neighbourhood that can be intensified, then it
would be a good idea to allow that to happen.

The proposed development will feature 120
two-bedroom stacked townhouse units over
seven blocks.

Some will have two bathrooms, while oth-
ers will have a single bathroom.

The existing dwellings at 13 and 15 Amanda
Street will be kept.

The development will come with 132 under-
ground parking spaces and 124 secure bicycle
parking spaces.

“These properties are already designated
as an intensification area in the Official Plan,”
Russel said. “So you've already decided that
these properties can be redeveloped at a high-
er density. We're just saying that, since you
approved that, we think the density should be
higher than what you previously approved.”

The stacked townhouse concept is relative-
ly new to the Greater Toronto Area, and the
design provides more density, Russell added.

“The difference between this and an apart-
ment (building) is there are no interior corri-
dors,” he said. “Everyone has their own pri-
vate entrance from outside.”

And it provides a more attainable housing
unit, he told council.

“I don’t want to speak about affordability
at this point because we don’t know what the
prices will be,” Russel said. “But, generally,
when you're able to put more units on a prop-
erty and an efficient construction, prices be-
come much more attainable to the people in
town.”

Some concerns raised about the proposed
development include worries that a five-story
building may be too tall and have too many
units for the area. There have been concerns
about neighbours’ privacy, given the possible
sightlines from an overlooking building into
backyards.

People have fretted about the possibility
that the development may not complement
the existing streetscape and that excess park-
ing will spill onto outside Amanda Street spac-
es. Increased traffic has also been a point of
WOrTy.

Some of the space to be developed, should
the proposal get the green light, includes
grassed and open areas that are near a creek.

Before all that, some people have expressed
concern about the possibility of excess noise
and debris during the construction phase.

Councillor Debbie Sherwood said 11 Aman-
da Street is on the non-designated heritage

registry and, as such, the proposal will need
to be looked at by the town’s heritage com-
mittee.

“I would imagine, since it was built in 1878,
it's probably a little rough looking around the
edge,” she said. “But, even still, we have to
think about protecting those types of proper-
ties.”

Given that the houses at 13 and 15 Aman-
da Street are being retained, Coun. Sherwood
asked whether it’s necessary to demolish the
other two structures.

Russell said a structure would have to be
removed to get a driveway into the condo de-
velopment, and 11 Amanda Street is centrally
located for that.

Coun. Joe Andrews is chairperson of the
town’s affordable housing taskforce. He said
Russell’s reference to affordable or attainable
housing piqued his interest.

And the stacked townhouse design is a
“game changer” in providing such housing
options, Andrews added. But the number of
parking spaces and the lack of elevators, if
entrances outside upper units are accessed by
stairs, may rule out some buyers.

The nature of the stacked townhouse style,
in which everyone has their own outside door,
makes all-encompassing accessibility virtual-
ly impossible, Russell said.

“Obviously, everyone has different accessi-
bility needs,” Russell said. “So there could be
some opportunity.”

However, he said the proposed develop-
ment may not be suitable for people with
greater mobility needs.

There will be underground parking for 120
units. Coun. Andy Macintosh asked munici-
pal planning staff how that would fit with the
town’s model of a minimum 1.5 spaces per
unit.

Staff said the development’s proponent asks
that the policy be amended for the project.

Coun. Tess Prendergast said that 120 park-
ing spaces could double if some of the hous-
ing units are rented.

“So as you can see that is a really big con-
cern for us,” she said.

“Our target demographic is not families,”
Russell said. “We have to do our best to reply
on the fact that every sales agreement will say
there’s only one parking space.”

Prendergast said Russell cited proximity to
elementary schools as one of the attributes
for housing at the location. And that would be
at odds with saying families aren’t among the
targeted demographic.

“I'm confused,” she said and drew applause
from the people assembled in the gallery.

“A two-bedroom unit with one bathroom is
not very family-friendly,” Russell said. “I don’t
anticipate there will be demand from families.
We can target who we market it to, but we
can’t prevent anyone from buying a unit.”
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Olga Saras opens Alton Mill studio offering woven clothing art

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

Newly arrived as a tenant at the Alton Mill
Arts Centre, Olga Saras is also ramping up
for her 10 days at the One-of-a-Kind Show in
Toronto. These are two of her busiest days
of the year. Nevertheless, she was happy to
join a brief interview with the Orangeville
Citizen to let people know about her new
spot at the Mill.

Olga Saras’ studio is set in the former
Rare Threads space next to Anne-Marie
Warburton’s Gallery Gemma and the also
newly settled Magpies’ Nest, on the ground
floor.

“Ten years ago, Jordon Grant approached
me,” Saras commented. And she has finally
been welcomed at the Alton Mill full-time.

Saras started and has been “playing with
yarns forever, actually,” is how she remem-
bers her climb up the ladder of design.

“I make very small batches at a time,” she
said.

Saras loves to style clothing, especially
sweaters and knitwear - it’s her passion.

She said she makes “quite a bit of gar-
ments - I love dressing up women.”

Like a motto, Saras believes “beauty will

save the world,” and it gives her inspiration.
In her life, she seeks the “beautiful beauty”
and rejoices when women embrace it. Na-
ture is huge in design, very much with the
Toronto crowd, in that busy place.

“You give them their items with a little
branch, an element of nature, and it makes
people feel a bit calmer,” Saras noted. “The
influence of nature is everywhere.”

As a side note of interest, Saras used
to sell her sweaters in a shop in Toronto,
and one day, one of her creations was pur-
chased by actress Meryl Streep!

Everything is created on the basis of na-
ture’s design.

Nlustrating her point, “We take every-
thing from nature; we're inspired by nature.
We look at a bird — we design a plane.”

This appreciation of nature in her designs
resonates with most of her clients.

“Upcycling,” as she works, Saras said,
“With the development of my patterns, I
make sure nothing goes in the garbage. Sus-
tainability is important.”

She also thinks people don’t need more
clothes; they need inspiration.

“My designs are flying out of the shop in
peace and lively Alton,” a joke to contrast
Alton to the likes of Toronto, which is lively,

“SAFETYIN MOTION
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TRANSPORTATION INC

NOW HIRING!

SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

Supplement
Your Income

Free Training

PARTTIME OPPORTUNITIES IN

Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com
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Congratulations to our

but where there is very little peace.

Saras came to Canada from Russia in
1992 on her own, but with a theatre group,
trained as a classical dancer.

Just at the beginning of her time here, she
was on tour with her theatre group as an ac-
tress. They performed in Toronto, and she
applied to stay in Canada.

Then: “I met a young man and we got
married. We have a son,” Saras said.

They have been based in Caledon for
many years: she is local, living locally to the
arts centre.

Her new studio at the Alton Mill opened
on Oct. 1.

“I was part of Rare Threads,” Saras men-
tioned, and she has a few ambitions about
being otherwise, as well, involved locally.

“Tam content. I just want to create almost
like a girls’ club. More and more, I have
been thinking about how can I incorporate
my ballet background?” Saras said.

To teach movement, she considers, “May-

be dancing is very important for someone —
you can’t just buy clothes, you have to able
to carry those clothes. I completely aban-
doned dancing for a long time but I think I
should share that with people — right here
in Alton - there are a variety of places that
would be suitable.”

Saras was clear in how she sees it, saying
she would love to spread the word of per-
sonal styling and movement, even with and
especially in an aging population.

She would like to mentor others to create
beautiful clothing as well.

Yet, the One of a Kind Show opens today
(Now. 27), and she has help with the shows;
Olga Saras has done the One of a Kind
Show for many years - it is very strong for
her, she says.

Just in case you like the show too and are
planning a visit, you can find Saras at booth
F-20.

To get in touch with Saras, visit her Face-
book or Instagram at @olga.saras.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

NEW SPOT: Olga Saras has opened her new studio at the Alton Mill Arts Centre. Pictured
here are two of Saras’ pieces, showing her passion for creating knitwear and beauty.

Dufferin OPP to host free photos with Santa event

On Tuesday, Dec. 9, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
members are hosting a community event at
its detachment in Orangeville (390 C Line).

“Bring your big smiles and holiday cheer,
Santa is waiting with his sleigh parked near,”
reads a press release from Dufferin OPP.
“Watch out for a fella who's green and sly, he
might also pop by to say ‘Hi!””

“Photos and laughter, oh what a scene,
Santa will wear red, and Mr. Grinch will be in
green,” the release continued.

Dufferin OPP is asking that those attend-
ing bring either a non-perishable food item or

a new unwrapped Children’s Toy in support
of the Orangeville Food Bank and Dufferin
Victim Services.

Attendees are welcome to park in the front
parking lot of the Orangeville detachment
and enter through the front lobby where they
will be greeted by members of the Dufferin
OPP.

“Please join us in creating a memorable
keepsake for your families this holiday sea-
son,” reads the press release.

Participants are asked to bring their own
camera and register ahead of time at rb.gy/
tpzilc to secure their spot.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

PHOTOS WITH SANTA: Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) members are inviting the
community to stop by its Orangeville detachment at 390 C Line for photos with Santa on

Dec. 9 from 3 p.m.to 7 p.m.

Cassidy

Congratulatlons
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Congratulations
Quincey

Colouring Contest Winners

Thank you to the sponsors of our colouring contest:

Age Category 8-12 Age Category 3-7

Mark’s Warehouse Orangeville « Domino’s Pizza Shelburne « Giant Tiger Shelburne
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PHOTOS BY JASPREET SINGH OF SINGHJSNAPSHOT

COMMUNITY SPIRIT: Orangeville’s Santa Claus Parade brought the community togeth-
er for an evening of holiday cheer on Saturday, Nov. 22. Colourful and creative floats
rolled up First St. and onto Broadway, sponsored by a variety of local organizations,
businesses, and dignitaries. Thousands lined the streets to enjoy the parade, which is
ran through a partnership between the Orangeville BIA and Town of Orangeville.

from all of us at Orangeville

¢/LLYFF5];

From all of us at the Orangeville Citizen and HollyFest team, we would like to thank everyone
in the community who came out to support us this past weekend at our Christmas market.

I We would also like to give a special thank you to:

-Orangeville Fairgrounds Staff «1849 Lorne Scots Army Cadets

-Our volunteers and families for their help throughout the event o
«Our community who graciously provided 1,131 pounds of
donations and over $5,400 to the Orangeville Food Bank * =%

orangevillehollyfestca

A \\.&‘l = Be sure to follow us on social media to stay
“‘\‘_‘AM up-to-date on next year’s event.
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Federal government narrowly approves 2025 budget with $78.3 billion deficit

Written By SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Prime Minister Mark Carney’s minority Lib-
eral government approved its 2025 spending
plan last Monday, Nov. 17, passing with a nar-
row 170-168 vote.

The federal budget, which had $585.9 billion
in expenses and $507.5 billion in revenue, ran
a $78.3 billion deficit. While this is the largest
non-pandemic year deficit the Government of
Canada has ever run, the Liberals argue it is a
“generational” budget with key “investments”
to stimulate the economy.

“Budget 2025 is our plan to build Canada
Strong — with major infrastructure projects,
millions more homes, new defence industries,
and thousands of new high-quality careers all
across our country,” said Prime Minister Car-
ney. “As we build big and bold, we will build
Canadian and buy Canadian. We will be our
own best customer, creating new orders, more
business, and new careers in our industries
across the country.”

However, Dufferin—-Caledon MP Kyle See-
back, who said he and his fellow Conserva-
tives reluctantly voted against the budget,
classified the deficit spending as “generational
debt.” If the budget didn’t pass it would have
triggered a vote of non-confidence, sparking
an election.

“It was a close vote,” said MP Seeback. “I
would have liked to have supported the bud-
get because Canada’s having a difficult time
with the trade war with the United States, but
unfortunately, the budget really missed the
mark.”

He added, “We know that Canadians don’t
want an election right now, but this budget
was so bad we had no choice.”

MP Seeback criticized the budget for, in his
view, failing to address Canada’s rising cost of
living, the ongoing housing crisis, and its re-
cord non-pandemic-year deficit spending.

In regard to new spending, which the Lib-
erals have called “investments” in Canada’s
economy, MP Seeback pointed to a recent
statement from the Parliamentary Budget Of-
ficer (PBO) Jason Jacques.

Jacques wrote in a recent report that the
“PBO maintains its view that the government’s
definition of capital investments is overly ex-
pansive.”

Jacques criticized Finance Canada for
changing the way it reports deficit spending by
separating capital from operational spending.

The PBO also suggested that there is less
than a 10 per cent chance the Liberal govern-
ment will be able to stay within its deficit tar-
gets.

“The budget is just an estimate of what that
(deficit spending) is going to be,” said MP See-
back. “We won't find out what the actual num-
bers are until we get all the estimates brought
before the House (of Commons) in June.”

“T suspect that the deficit is going to be
much higher than what they project in the
budget of 78 billion,” he added.

MP Seeback said he’s not convinced the fed-
eral government will find the spending reduc-
tions they’re expecting and is underestimating
the impact of the ongoing trade war with the
U.S.

When asked what the Conservative Party
would have done differently to reduce the
deficit, MP Seeback said program and global
spending must be cut.

“If you look at the kind of spending that goes
on in certain departments, or what we spend
around the world... most Canadians would be
outraged,” he said. “Billions of dollars could
be saved in what we spend on foreign aid.”

Secondly, he said improvements to the
economy could lower the deficit. MP Seeback
argues that repealing Bill C-69 would enable
more mining, pipeline, and processing proj-
ects to be approved in Canada, boosting eco-
nomic activity.

He said the Conservatives believe they
could have lowered this year’s deficit to rough-
ly $40 to $42 billion by getting more projects
approved and cutting program spending.

Looking at the broader Canadian economy,
Seeback is critical of the current unemploy-
ment rate, which sits at 6.9 per cent.

Most economists argue that an unemploy-
ment rate between 3.5 and 4.5 per cent is ideal
for maintaining a healthy and expanding econ-
omy.

MP Seeback also noted that Canadians who
are not actively seeking employment are not
counted in official unemployment data.

To officially be counted by Statistics Can-

ada, an unemployed person must be actively £

searching for a job within the last four weeks
or be on a temporary layoff.

“The actual rate (of unemployment) is high-
er than that (6.9 per cent), because I know lots
of people in the (Dufferin—Caledon) riding
who send emails saying they've given up try-
ing to find a job,” MP Seeback told the Citizen.

Concerning immigration, the target for per-
manent residents increased from 272,000 in
2015 to a peak of 485,000 in 2024. Under Prime
Minister Carney, immigration is projected to
reach 415,000 permanent residents by the end
of 2025, but the new immigration target for
2026 has been lowered to 380,000. The Liberal
Government said this is to alleviate pressure
on housing and public services while stabiliz-
ing population growth.

Seeback calls the lower immigration targets
“marginal improvement,” but noted that the
number of temporary residents in Canada re-
mains high. There were approximately 3 mil-
lion temporary residents in 2024’s third quar-
ter, of whom roughly 1.5 million held work
permits.

“We need to reduce immigration levels,
number one, to the level that we can comfort-
ably house (people), not overwhelm our hos-
pitals, and not overwhelm our schools,” said

FILE PHOTO

CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE: Dufferin-Caledon
MP Kyle Seeback was critical of the feder-
al government’s 2025 budget and voted
against it on Monday, Nov. 17.

MP Seeback. “We've said that we would get
rid of the temporary foreign worker program
because too many Canadians are losing jobs
to temporary foreign workers.”

While many corporations support the tem-
porary foreign worker program to fill labour
shortages, MP Seeback said he disagrees with
this sentiment.

“British Columbia brings in hundreds and
hundreds of temporary foreign iron workers;
meanwhile, the iron workers union out there
has people who aren’t working. That’s the
perfect example of what's happening,” he re-
marked.

Regarding the budget, while the Liberals
view it as a strategic, investment-led plan
focused on protecting national sovereignty
while boosting productivity, MP Seeback and
the Conservatives argue it significantly in-
creases the national debt while failing to ad-
dress Canada’s cost-of-living crisis.

Local museum invites the community to celebrate the holidays at its upcoming events

It's the most wonderful time of the year for
cozy crafts and handcrafted holiday treasures at
the Museum of Dufferin (MoD).

“Whether you're looking for a perfect gift
handmade by local artisans or are ready to roll
up your sleeves and learn to make something
new in one of our-hands on programs, the MoD
is the place to be this holiday season,” reads an
MoD press release.

Register today for workshops on making
soap, clay earrings or felt ornaments, and be
sure to visit the MoD from Nov. 26 to Dec. 7 for
its Holiday Treasures Craft Market. Attendees
will be able to browse over 60 local vendors and
curated exhibits all at once.

Below is a list of the various programs and

events coming to MoD. Early registration is en-
couraged to ensure residents looking to attend
don’t miss out.

Members Preview Day - Holiday Trea-
sures Craft Market

Free for museum members, the MoD encour-
ages the community to be first to experience this
year’s Holiday Treasures on Nov. 23 from noon
to4p.m.

Registration is available online at dufferinmu-
seum.shop/pages/events.

Holiday Treasures Craft Market

Taking place from Nov. 26 to Dec. 7, and run-
ning from 10 am. to 4 p.m. each day, discover
unique, handcrafted gifts from more than 60 ar-
tisans and creators.

Holiday Treasures Felt Ornament Work-
shop

Registration is required for this workshop at
a cost of $25 + HST per participant. The event
takes place from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Dec.
5. To register, visit dufferinmuseum.shop/pages/
events.

Holiday Treasures Soap Making Work-
shop

The cost to attend this workshop is $50 + HST
per participant and registration is required at
dufferinmuseum.shop/pages/events. The event
takes place on Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Holiday Treasures Polymer Clay Earrings
Workshop

Registration is required for this event on Dec.

7 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. The cost is $35 + HST
per participant. Registration is available at duf-
ferinmuseum.shop/pages/events.

Give the gift of history this holiday sea-
son

Looking for a gift that keeps on giving all year?
Give the gift of a MoD membership this holiday
season! Members even get the chance to shop
the MoD’s Holiday Treasures event in advance.

MoD members also enjoy:

¢ Free year-round admission

¢ Discounts on MoD studio workshops

e Gift shop savings

It’s the perfect gift for history lovers, makers
and anyone who loves supporting local culture.

Visit dufferinmuseum.com to learn more.

Single Detached in Grand Valley
Starting in the High $6OOS

Grand Opening of Our New Models Saturday & Sunday from 110 4 PM
BRAND NEW PLANS AND PRICING, featuring a range of bungalow,
bungaloft and two-storey detached designs on 38’ & 42’ lofs.

7N Thomasfield.com
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Grateful Giving creates opportunity to support the Headwaters Arts Scholarshlp

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

Headwaters Arts Scholarship Fund is ap-
pealing for the public’s support. A recent
press release from the arts organization
encourages donations to “change the tra-
jectory of a young artist’s life” through the
Grateful Giving 2025 campaign.

This campaign supports high school stu-
dents in the Headwaters region who are
pursuing advanced education and training
in the creative arts.

The Headwaters Scholarship has helped
to launch many young visual, literary/writ-
ing, music, theatre, dance and film/media
artists since its beginnings in 2011-12.

The difficult news is that today its re-
sources are running dangerously low. Help
is needed to replenish the fund and keep
these opportunities alive.

Here is a wonderful way to advance our
budding creators: make a donation to this
fund, as Headwaters promises, which can:

e allow graduating students to follow
their creative passions;

¢ invest directly in local young talent to
honour the arts;

¢ inspire tomorrow’s creators, makers,
performers, and innovators; and

e spark aspiring artists to explore, exper-
iment, and express themselves throughout
all artistic disciplines.

Artist, musician, and environmentalist
Andie Trepanier won a Headwaters Schol-
arship at age 17. At the time, it was a music
scholarship. Trepanier had been accepted
at Humber College for the jazz program.

They have now seen great success in
their arts career.

“I have a gig on Dec. 5 in Etobicoke,”
Trepanier said, “with a pianist, Kevin Stolz.”

Music is still important to them, while
painting has overwhelmed their life. The
scholarship mattered very much at the time,
as there was a lack of funds otherwise, and
the award gave a level of economic secu-
rity.

Trepanier explained, “How much arts
matter, there is a framing around asking

about the arts, where it is seen as auxiliary,
instead of integral. The arts are not only the
life blood of culture, but also a place where
we can imagine the new futures we want to
see manifest. There is nothing else I could
do- - there never has been since I was 17.”

Seeing their father, Cory Trepanier, per-
severe as an artist to fight for his right to
create, he had given himself the right to fol-
low that career.

When funding and support for the arts
are lost, the community can lose sight of
what’s important.

“That scholarship funded the barriers to
art for those who couldn’t afford it. Young
people deserve support to continue on in
the legacy of the creation that artists before
them have established,” Trepanier said.

Taking the story of the Headwaters
Scholarship back to its 2011 origins led to a
conversation with Wayne Baguley, the first
person to promote the idea and run it for
Six years.

There was a journey for the idea and a
coming together of people who liked it and
could make it happen.

“I always wanted it — to start a scholar-
ship,” said Baguley. “We started the awards
and named the first one after Paul Burdette
(behind the Burdette Gallery), who was
honoured with a life time achievement
award by Headwaters Arts.”

They brought it up to the Headwaters
Arts Board, with Baguley offering to put up
the $1,000 goal if fundraising stalled.

Caledon Councillor Doug Befford said,
“We like what you're doing, I want to start
the scholarship.”

At the time, Marolyn Morrison was the
mayor of Caledon.

People were always supportive.

Doug Befford went to council, and they
agreed to have a golf tournament. They did
this fundraiser, and the owner of Osprey
Valley Resorts, Jerry Humeniuck, issued a
cheque for $40,000.

Baguley laughed, “After I had offered
$1,000, there came this $40,000!”

Philosophically, he offered, “Just from
throwing that seed, it all came back.”

EASTERN
SHOWCASE

The focus was on all six arts. They held
a David Petersen Art Ball under the tent
at the Alton Mill. Dan Hill attended and
agreed to have his name on the music
scholarship, and the event was sold out at
230 seats.

There was a fundraiser with David Pe-
terson, who went along, joking, “If it can
make some money off my name, that’s
okay.”

His wife, Shelley Peterson, is a well-
known author.

The Scholarship was a go,
these pieces coming together.”

Baguley insists, “The whole future is
our young people, and we need to support
them. It’s important to keep this going to
support the people in the arts. Everybody
has to team up.”

He added that they were blessed with a
lot of support, which he was grateful for,
but now he is clear that another $30,000 to
$40,000 is needed and that all the players
should be involved.

His concern is that attention be given
not just to visual arts but also to the rest:
dance, theatre, literary art, music, and film.

“And then it’s huge. When we put the arts
together, it outsells sports,” he observed.

To pay more attention to young artists,
Baugley said, “How do you know the next
Jimmy Hendrix isn’t sitting on a bench in
Orangeville, if we don’t give him the sup-
port?”

There is an issue not as well discussed
as it should be, the matter of business: 50
per cent art, 50 per cent business. There is
a huge business behind art, and we have to
be realistic.

Said Baguley, “This about money. From
a business view point, a scholarship is a
smart investment.”

Please visit https://www.headwatersarts.
org/grateful-giving/ to make your donation
or drop by in-person to the Headwaters Arts
Gallery in Alton, Ont., where its staff/artists
will assist visitors. Donors will receive a
personalized ornament on our Giving Tree.

Believe in the power of the arts. Donors
of $100 or more will receive a handmade or-

r

“With all

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

NURTURING YOUNG TALENT: Orangeville
District Secondary School graduate Danielle
Hawkins (right), pictured with Margi Taylor
(left), received a Headwaters Arts scholar-
ship to support here studies at OCAD Uni-
versity in Toronto. She focuses on visual arts
and earned a dual credit by completing a life
drawing class at Humber. Hawkins will be
studying illustration at OCAD and plans to
be a professional illustrator for comics and
graphic novels. She said she feels that this
scholarship not only is an endorsement of
her talents but will help financially so that
she can concentrate on her studies.

nament created by textile artist and Head-
waters Arts member Lynn Gilbank.

The Headwaters Arts Grateful Giving
Campaign runs from Nov. 22 to Dec. 31.

The Headwaters Arts Gallery, located in
the Alton Mill Arts Centre, is open Wednes-
day-Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Holi-
day Mondays.

Visit https://square.link/u/4TeUcyEs to
donate to Headwaters Arts online.
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ELITE LIMOUSIN GENETICS

OPEN HEIFERS | BRED HEIFERS | COWS | FROZEN GENETICS | PREGNANT RECIPIENTS

DECEMBER 6, 2025

IN HANOVER, ON
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Amanda Street residents fear proposed development’s impact on wildlife

Continued from Page All

That was the purpose of the public meet-
ing on Nov. 24.

Taylor said it’s rare for a developer to
knock on neighbourhood doors to discuss
their plans.

Meanwhile, Trudi Wood has lived on
Amanda Street for about 20 years. Possible
increased traffic is a concern for her. The
thoroughfare was “inundated” with many
cars during the recent Christmas parade,
and she fears the introduction of condos
will permanently increase traffic.

“I'don’t think more parking is the answer,”
she said. “Or no parking on Amanda Street.
I (don't) think that’s the answer either.”

The proposed housing development

backs onto a wetland that’s populated by
many animals, Wood said.

“We would hate for that to be impacted,”
she said.

The wildlife and the integrity of the wet-
land area were a concern shared by resident
Amber James, who conveyed her objection
to the development by way of a letter to
council.

She delivered a petition to council with
489 signatures from people opposed to the
development.

“Amanda Street is a beautiful, peaceful,
and scenic neighbourhood,” James wrote.
“I adore that it is quaint and (that is) one
of the many reasons I chose this neighbour-
hood to put roots down 16 years ago.”

She and her son enjoy walking around the

neighbourhood in any season and are often
met with brief conversations from pleasant
neighbours. It shows that there is some-
thing special about raising a child in a small
town. She said that is something not easily
found.

James and her son have seen deer, rab-
bits, coyotes, groundhogs, and other spe-
cies of wildlife. The Amanda Street area is
one of the last safe havens for wild animals
close to the downtown core.

Allowing the proposed high-density de-
velopment would destroy that natural envi-
ronment and replace it with cement, further
limiting Orangeville’s tree canopy, James
said.

“l am also concerned about this amend-
ment going through which would cause ma-

jor traffic congestion on an already narrow
roadway,” she wrote. “It is already difficult
to navigate at times when people are using
Amanda Street for overflow parking, which
many people do.”

Mayor Lisa Post said the town’s Official
Plan allows 49 housing units per hectare.
The proponent requests that the town allow
a change that would permit 161 units per
hectare.

A municipality goes through the Official
Plan process as a means to have a say in
how the community is built and grows.

“If it was a density request that was mi-
nor in nature, I think it could make some
sense,” Post said. “But when I'm looking at
three-and-a-half times (the density), that’s
significant.”
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HOLIDAY GIVING: An Orangeville-based not-for-profit service club, the Lord Dufferin IODE, is trying to spread some cheer where it can this holiday season. On Monday, Nov. 17, the
group donated $1,000 to the Orangeville Food Bank and on Saturday, Nov. 22, they donated $500 to the Salvation Army Christmas Fund.

Six people arrested in connection to copper theft ring |mpact|ng Dufferin County

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers recently executed search warrants
at four locations, including two rural farm
properties and a scrapyard in the northwest
part of Dufferin County.

During the operation, police seized a
quantity of stolen bell copper wire, stolen
tools, stolen vehicles, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, firearms, ammunition, and numerous
other items.

Six individuals from Melancthon and
Dundalk were arrested in connection with
the incident.

“Throughout 2025, copper thefts have

been on an upward trend in Dufferin Coun-
ty. The Dufferin OPP initiated an investiga-
tion following numerous reported thefts and
complaints from the public,” reads a Duffer-
in OPP press release.

On Now. 19, the Dufferin OPP Community
Street Crime Unit (CSCU), with assistance
from the Caledon CSCU, Grey Bruce CSCU,
Nottawasaga CSCU, and Dufferin A and D
Platoon, executed the search warrants.

As a result of the operation, Samiul-
lah Khan, 40, from Melancthon, has been
charged with:

e Possession of Property Obtained by

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY
Thursday, December 4, 2025 | 7:00 p.m.

Inglewood Community Centre — 15825 McLaughlin Road, Inglewood, ON

Make Your Gift and Remember

Someone Special
Attend the Bethell Hospice Light & Love

Tree Lighting Ceremony

DONATE
TODAY

Your Gift
atters!

Let your Light & Love shine brightly this holiday season.

Your generosity today ensures
care for those in need.

continued compassionate

Four ways to donate to Light & Love:

1. Scan the QR code

2. Visit bethellhospicelightandlove.ca
3. Call the Fundraising Office at 905-838- 3534

4. Drop off your donation to Bethell Hospice,
15835 McLaughlin Road, Inglewood

G
BethellHospice

FOUNDATION

Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada (two counts)

e Trafficking in Stolen Goods over $5,000
(including possession with intent to traffic)

¢ Possession of a prohibited device or am-
munition

Gordon Winslow, 33, from Melancthon,
has been charged with:

e Trafficking in Stolen Goods over $5,000
(including possession with intent to traffic)

¢ Mischief Endangering Life

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada (five counts)

e Possession of a Schedule I substance
for the purpose of Trafficking - Methamphet-
amine

Tracey Johnston, 50, from Melancthon,
has been charged with:

e Trafficking in Stolen Goods over $5,000
(incl. possession with intent to traffic)

e Mischief Endangering Life

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada (five counts)

e Possession of a Schedule I substance
for the purpose of Trafficking - Methamphet-
amine

Chelsea Monckton, 33, from Melancthon,
has been charged with:

e Trafficking in Stolen Goods over $5,000
(including possession with intent to traffic)

e Mischief Endangering Life

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada (five counts)

e Possession of a Schedule I substance
for the purpose of Trafficking - Methamphet-
amine

Brandy Wisebrod, 46, from Dundalk, has
been charged with:

e Trafficking in property obtained by
crime

e Mischief Endangering Life

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada

Curtis Whitten, 33, from Melancthon, has
been charged with:

e Trafficking in Stolen Goods over $5,000
(including possession with intent to traffic)

¢ Mischief Endangering Life

e Possession of Property Obtained by

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

COPPER RING BUSTED: Six people were
recently charged in connection to a copper
wire theft ring by Dufferin OPP. Police seized
a quantity of stolen bell copper wire, stolen
tools, stolen vehicles, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, firearms, ammunition, and numerous
other items.

Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada (five counts)

¢ Possession of a Schedule I substance for
the purpose of Trafficking — Methamphet-
amine

The following items were seized during
the investigation:

e A large quantity of stolen Bell copper
wire

e 2021 Ram 1500 (previously stolen; ap-
prox. value $45,000)

e 2018 Chevrolet Silverado (previously
stolen; approx. value $20,000)

e Terex skid steer (previously stolen; ap-
prox. value $45,000)

e Two large tandem-axle utility trailers
(previously stolen; value approx. $25,000)

e Large quantity of stolen power tools (ap-
prox. value $10,000)

e 359 grams of methamphetamine (ap-
prox. value $23,000)

¢ A quantity of cocaine

¢ 11 long guns

¢ 6 handguns

¢ 3 replica firearms with removed serial
numbers

e 1 prohibited device (magazine)

¢ Large assortment of ammunition

FM 101 |
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PLAYING TODAY'S BEST
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47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE  519-942-2573

WEViFooD MARKET

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR* [ErGYT T B T

*Lowest price of the year is based on the current calendar year. PRI CE ] VALUE
\ NEWSIZE /.

FuIIy Cooked
Chicken Wings

CHOOSE FROM 7 VARIETIES.

R\ Regular Prigeg
: ltems!

Also available,
SIOW COOkEd Pork Pot Roas’t I907g
Beef Pot Roast so7¢ $17.99 SAVE $2

21-46PIECES e
SOUPS 2558 - 400 mL 4308-740¢8
CHOOSE FROM 5 VARIETIES. CHOOSE FROM 5 VARIETIES.

TASTING EVENT

13"‘15P|ECESzEag g O W 15-21 pIECES 151 COME IN AND TRY OUR NEW |TEMS.
LOWEST P RI CE OF TH E L Pedsaifee s miens

*Lowest price of the year is based on the current calendar year.

ol ¢ e iy W
8'PIECES 4608 ]alapeno Wonton
2 Varieties = L v ’ 12 PIECES 223¢

Onion Dip
4508
LIMITED TIME ONLY -

Mini Red Velvet

Cheesecakes
6 PIECES

' Chicken DI: S,

450 ¢ ‘ !

1 4 0
Brie]Pastry,
LIMITED TIME ONLY W240)8
6 PIECES 450¢

LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cream Cheese™ :
Stuffed Jalapenos ol .‘ . -
10-13 PIECES 360, e S8 os  LChicken Sprmg Rolls

Also available, s -6 PIECES 432 @
Cream Cheese and Cheddar Stuffed jalapenos Also available, ‘
10-13 PIECES 360 g $9.99 SAVE $3 - p&, Vegetable Egg Rolls 10 PIECES 570 g $9.99

Chocolate
Cake Pops_

6 PIECES |
2168 ¢

4 PIECES 340 ¢
LIMITED TIME ONLY

SIGNATURE DESSERTS

Mini Chocolate [m Mini Raspberry Cheesecakes
Peanut Butter Cakes 6 PIECES 300 ¢ .
6 PIECES 300¢_s .- ¢

1299

v ,5' 78 \ : Nanaimo Bites
HomestyleY NG Cabbage W\ Chicken 15 PIECES 300¢

Shepherd's Piew> D Rolls W BT Pad Thai

SAVOURY APPETIZERS @ |
Shrimp Ring 'c;.;};;i (s, e - Mini Apple Crisp

'.,- sauce
A included

Cheesecakes

{ l,; ¥ 4 - B3
ﬁ' f"\ y Bacon Wrapped
@ Scallop Medallions
w 9-13 PIECES 3008
Cheese Stuffed

Mushroom Caps
17-19 PIECES 300¢

Ml?ll‘ﬂlﬁolate-_
Torte Duo
~ \_ 2CAKES160g

Chicken and Pineappleg Lobster Stuffed
Mini-Skewers_oa ==y Shrimp Caps

20 PIECES qunlifT". f 12 PIECES 276 ¢ 4 " ,
L Chocolate o = Cream

5008
/ Chicken Satay Yule Log 705g\’
: W|th Peanut Sauce
20 SKEWERS

5008 Mini Eclairs

12 PIECES 200¢ w

T “‘z“:;:i:‘:'.:.f#:::;:':kz'esi°°"e FREE DELIVERY 3

When you spend $75 or more. [XLIR1= N1 ONLY VISIT www.mmfoodmarket.com/delivery

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 TO WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers.
Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
©2025 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

Panko Shrlmp

4s4e




A18 ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 27, 2025

Chrysler HWY# 9, EAST OF HWY# 10, ORANGEVILLE
cmze cceew Jeop mam (@) orangevillechrysler.com

LA@K IFR'"[]]AY Exclusive $1,000 OFF every vehicle
ONLY AT ORANGEVILLE CHRYSLER

BR ACKETT a" angeville 1-888-243-6343

Auto Group

S AL ES E VENT

2025 JEEP COMPASS NORTH 4X4 2024 DODGE HORNET R/T PLUS PHEV eAWD

10 TO CHOOSE FROM $B]Nglg |-[0 R30007 -
MSRP $44066Hsr[uc MSRP $71 662... $116 00
OC PRICE $3734oousrluc OC PRICE $50050+H5T/th BDNI?ELtASH
FINANCE FROM LEASE FROM
98, 138/
[week [week
for 96 months at 4.99% for 54 months at 1.99%
COB $7428 - $4000 DOWN 12,000KM/YR - $4000 DOWN
2025 FIAT 500e (RED) Edition 2024 DODGE CHARGER DAYTONA STAGE 2 AWD

4 TO CHOOSE FROM _— s 4229 Omsﬂu: includes MSRP $1 07800+Hsﬂ|.|:

4450 $9000
OC PRICE $3'|84-0‘..swc $Bu,,3§tnsﬂ 0C PRICE $71391¢Hsﬂuc BONUS CASH
LEASE FROM FINANCE FROM
79 +HST/LIC $ 1 97 +HST/LIC
[week [week
for 24 months at 2.99% for 96 months at 4.99%
12 OOOKM/YR $0 DOWN COB $14561 - $4000 DOWN

2025 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE ALTITUDE 4X4 2025 RAM 1500 TRADESMAN CREW 4X4

n $2500 $4500

ocL
BONUS CASH
BONUS CASH .

3 TO CHOOSE FROM 5 T0 CHOOSE FROM
MSRP ssssso.mﬂug MSRP $70264+Hsm.|c
OC PRICE s 59 350+Hsr/uc OC PRICE s 566 43+usr/uc
FINANCE FROM o FINANCE FROM o
OoR * OR
+HST/LIC (v 1 7 G HST/LIC (1)
/ week forup to 72 week for up to 84
Months finance on Months finance on
for 96 months at 4.99% for 96 months at 2.99%
T — 2025 GRAND CHEROKEE COB $8120 - $0 DOWN 2025 RAM 1500s

PROVIDING THE BEST SERVICE & VEHICLES TO OUR CUSTOMERS
[)rangeville

Chrysiler

1.888-243.6343 TNAARRIT
HWY# 9, EAST OF HWY# 10, URANGEVILLE

oraewllechrysler.com

RRRRRRRR

cecasy Jeep wmam ([

BRAIZKETT

Auto Group




Speedy Giass.

PROVIDING HANDS ON
EXPERIENCE FOR

36 YEARS

WINDSHIELD REPAIR
& REPLACEMENT

519-942-1000

165 “C” LINE UNIT 1, ORANGEVILLE

ORANGEVILLE MONDAY - FRIDAY

Home hardware

60-4™" Ave, Orangeville
519-941-5407

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

7:00 - 7:00
8:00 - 6:00
9:00 - 5:00

Lt
Looking to level up your
Christmas Party?
Book with Dufferin DJs and

turn a regular celebration
into a night to remember

Get a quote by emailing us at
DufferinDJs@gmail.com

Northmen honours players and winning teams at annual awards night

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

It was the official end to the season when
the Orangeville Northmen hosted their an-
nual awards night to honour individual
achievement as well as team success.

The event was held at Orangeville Dis-
trict Secondary School on Tuesday, Nov.
18.

Players and teams present ranged in age
from U9 to U22 and included recognition
for several medal-winning squads.

The provincial championship teams that
won gold this year were Rep Box Ull-1,
U22 B, Ul5 Men’s Field, Ul5 Boys’ Sixes,
and U15 Girls’ Sixes.

Teams that received medals include
Men'’s Field U19 (Silver), Rep Box U17 (Sil-
ver), Rep Girls Box (Silver), Women’s Field
Ul1l (Bronze), Boys Sixes U9-1 (Bronze),
and U13 (Silver)

The event also recognized 30 years of
women’s field lacrosse in Orangeville.

“I get the same question all the time —
‘what makes the Northmen so successful?’
I give them the same answer every time.

‘It’s the people, it’s you,”” said Northmen
president Kent Davis to the players, coach-
es, families, and supporters who attend-
ed the awards night. “In Orangeville, kids
don’t have a dream about being Junior A
Hockey players. They dream about being
Junior A Lacrosse players. The Minor As-
sociation is the beginning of that dream.”

The evening celebrated the achieve-
ments of Northmen players on the Team
Ontario Box team, Team Ontario Field
team, and the Team Canada Development
squad.

Special guests included Junior A North-
men from 1993 to 1996, and Canada La-
crosse Hall of Fame inductees for 2025.

Minor sports organizations can’t exist
without the work and dedication of an ex-
ecutive who puts it all together.

The Northmen executive for this season
included Kent Davis, Cheryl Gillies, Tracy
Noble, Kim Bovaird, Mary Lou Gardiner,
Brenda Burman, Ashley Stager, Melissa
Lackey, Gillian Sinclair, Kristy Hunter, Al-

Hopkins.

NORTHMEN
LACROSSE
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RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE: The Orangeville Northmen honoured players, teams and
anna Deaken, Thomas Witte, and Ashley coaches at their annual awards night held at Orangeville District Secondary School on
Tuesday, Nov. 18. Association President Kent Davis speaks to the crowd during the event.

Former Dufferin-Peel Skating Club member joins Disney On Ice tour across the U.S.

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

A former skater with the Dufferin-Peel
Skating Club has transitioned to the pro-
fessional skating world and is perform-
ing with the Disney On Ice tour in the
U.S.

Sophia Thomas trained with the Duf-
ferin-Peel Skating Club at Teen Ranch
Ice Corral from age eight to 20.

She is a Skate Canada quadruple gold
test medalist and a former competitive
skater.

While attending university, Sophia
competed for the York Lions figure skat-
ing team and coached young figure skat-
ers at Teen Ranch.

Sophia was completing her university
degree in the summer when she received

a call from Disney On Ice offering her a
job. After finishing her final exams, she
boarded a plane to Florida to begin her
training.

Sophia has reported that rehearsals
were very intense and it took a while to
get used to living on the road, but she is
enjoying the experience.

The show she is performing in is “Dis-
ney On Ice Presents Frozen & Encanto.”
It is a unique production because it fo-
cuses on only two stories — Frozen and
Encanto.

The production brings the stories to
life with iconic songs, effects and de-
tailed props from both films.

In the show, Sophia portrays Dolores
from Encanto.

Sohpia said she has had the chance

to challenge herself, learn new skills,
and meet people from all over the world
while continuing to grow as a skater and
as a person.

She said the most fulfilling part is see-
ing the joy and excitement in the audi-
ence when they watch their favourite
Disney characters brought to life on the
ice.

Sophia’s tour will travel to cities across
the U.S.

The full tour schedule can be found
online at DisneyOnlce.com.
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LIVING THE DREAM: Former skater with the
Dufferin-Peel Skating Club, Sophia Thomas,
is currently touring with the Disney On Ice
production at cities across the U.S.

Orangeville Otters kick off new season with Spooky Splash event, showcasing outstanding swimming

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

The Orangeville Otters Swim Club opened
its new season by hosting the second annual
Otters Spooky Splash meet from Oct. 24 to
26.

The event welcomed visiting swim clubs
from Hanover, Collingwood, Owen Sound,

Halton, and Port Elgin.

Not only did the event showcase outstand-
ing swimming, but it also brought many vis-
itors to Orangeville, providing a welcome
boost to local restaurants, hotels, and busi-
nesses.

It was live-streamed, allowing those who
couldn’t attend to still see the action.

NOW.IN-STO

Swimmers, coaches, and spectators joined
in the Halloween spirit with fun costumes
and contests.

The Otters delivered exceptional perfor-
mances, earning numerous personal bests,
multiple club records, and new men’s and
women’s open 4x100m medley relay records.

Austin Nelissen set a national para record
in the 800m freestyle. Alyssa Smyth broke
two national para records in the 800m free-
style and 100m backstroke.

This season also marks a new chapter for
the club with the arrival of Head Coach Sam
Kuntz.

A former swimmer with the Muskoka
Aquatic Club and later the Guelph Gryphons,
where he was a two-time MVP and OUA/US-
ports finalist, Kuntz brings a wealth of expe-

rience and enthusiasm to the Otters Club.

His coaching background with Muskoka,
the Guelph Marlins, and the Barrie Trojans
has already made a strong impression on the
swim team.

“It was an amazing way to start the sea-
son,” said Head Coach Kuntz of the opening
meet. “Our swimmers showed incredible en-
ergy, teamwork, and determination through-
out the weekend. Seeing so many personal
bests and record-breaking swims this early
is a great sign of what’s ahead. I couldn’t be
prouder of how our team represented the Ot-
ters both in and out of the pool.”

The 2025 Spooky Splash Meet was a mem-
orable start to the year, giving the Otters the
momentum to head into the season with con-
fidence and excitement.

he all-new redesigned Honda CRV ready for immediate dé"livery.-g

orangevillehonda.com
)

HONDA

HWY 9 just east of HWY 10

ORANGEVILLE
(519) 941-6221
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SEASON OPENER: The Orangeville Otters Swim Club hosted the second annual Otters
Spooky Splash meet from Oct. 24 to 26. It was the start of a new competitive season for
the local swim club. The Spooky Splash meet welcomes swim clubs from several different
towns.
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OPINION

It’s getting hot in here!

There is an old fable of sorts about a frog
in boiling water that is meant as a warn-
ing for a person’s inability to see, or lack of
awareness, of a rising threat.

The frog is placed in a bowl of water that
is heated over a period of time. Because
the temperature rises so slowly, the little
amphibian doesn’t realize how warm it is
becoming.

It gets hotter and hotter, and when the
water reaches a boiling point, it is too late,
and the frog dies without realizing the
growing threat that ended its life.

Obviously, you can’t take this moral fable
all that seriously as a tale. Any normal frog
would just hop out of the bowl when the
water temperature became uncomfortable.
He's a frog, not a snail, so animal rights
activists don’t have to worry about this.

However, the slow-moving threat is very
real in our everyday lives and citizens in
this country are starting to respond.

Once again, the federal government
is going after legal gun owners, banning
more firearms and starting buy-back pro-
grams, while at the same time giving ille-
gal gun owners a slap on the wrist for gun
crimes.

Legal gun owners do not cause prob-
lems. Criminals with illegal guns do cause
problems.

Just ask any police officer how he feels
when called to an area where there is a
possibility some thug has a pistol stuck in
his waistband.

However, the courts and the federal
government continually go after those
who lawfully own guns and follow the laws
about the use and storage of firearms.

If you think being disarmed isn’t a big
deal, do some research on 20th century
world history and see how many hundreds
of millions of people were killed by world
governments after disarming the popula-
tion.

| could print some of that history here,
but the list is too long.

The water is also getting a little too warm
when it comes to free speech. Laws and
more laws are being made around ‘hate
speech.’

Hate speech is difficult to define. What
may be considered ‘hateful’ to some may
be seen as just bad social form to some-
one else.

Itis the fact that speech is being attacked

Iran: Drought, incompetence — maybe revolution

Twenty years of strict sanctions on Iran
by both the United States and the United
Nations did not bring down the regime of
the ayatollahs. Half a dozen major waves
of non-violent protest involving several
thousand deaths have not brought it down
either. Even last June’s massive bombing
campaign by Israel and the United States
did not bring it to heel.

But the lack of water may do what all
those other challenges failed to do: destroy
the rule of the religious extremists who
seized power in Iran in 1979 and have
turned the country into an international
pariah. The oldest part of every religion
is purely transactional, and in Tehran the
imams are praying for rain.

They should pray quite hard, because
President Masoud Pezeshkian warned last
month that “There is no water behind the
dams. The wells beneath our feet are also
running dry... If it doesn’t rain, we’ll have to
start rationing water in [November].”

Well, it hasn't started raining yet and
we are running out of November, so what
should people do next? “If the lack of rain-
fall continues past that, we simply won't
have water and will have to evacuate Teh-
ran,” Pezeshkian said. All ten million peo-

ple? Where would the government put
them, given that the other 80 million Irani-
ans are also suffering from a drought now
in its fifth year?

Nobody knows. If President Pezeshkian
sounds well-intentioned but hopeless and
basically useless, that’s because he’s not
really the government. For the past 45
years, all the big decisions in Iran have
been made not by the elected parliament
but by the unelected ‘Supreme Leader’, a
role that has been filled since 1989 by Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei.

Ayatollahs are the supreme religious
authorities in the Twelver strand of Shia
Islam that prevails in Iran and Iraq. They
are not necessarily secular leaders, but in
the turbulent aftermath of the Iranian rev-
olution of 1979 that overthrew the monar-
chy an ayatollah called Ruhollah Khomeini
sought and gained absolute power in Iran.

Khomeini only lasted 10 more years, but
his designated successor Ali Khamenei is
still in office 36 years later at the age of 86.
As one would expect, he heads a regime
that sees matters of faith and morals (like
ensuring that women’s hair is properly
concealed) as more important than mere
material concerns like looking after the

My path to local journalism

Good morning, afternoon, or evening to
whoever might be reading this. | hope this
little article finds you well.

I'm Joshua Drakes, and I'm the new
reporter you might have noticed in the
Shelburne Free Press and Orangeville Citi-
zen. I'm the new Local Journalism Initiative
reporter for Shelburne and Orangeville.

It's been a couple of weeks since | started
covering these communities, and | think it's
about time we should get properly intro-
duced.

| didn’t originally plan to be a reporter.
My high school life mostly revolved around
running the drama club, playing in school
orchestras, and generally being a nerd.
English class was really the only time | took
writing seriously.

That all promptly shifted when | got to
Humber College in the fall of 2019. | tried to
pursue a career in engineering.

To put it mildly, it did not go well.

Then COVID happened, and school shut
down. That March of 2020 was when |
looked around for alternatives that played
to my strengths. Acting was too risky and
not a very secure career, but then | saw
journalism. | could put my writing to good

use.

| actually managed to get a phone call
with the program coordinator for the Jour-
nalism program at Humber College, and
we talked about what | was looking for. She
encouraged me to take journalism at the
start of the next semester.

| did just that.

The next three years were a blur. | got to
experience all the different avenues jour-
nalism has to offer. Print, magazines, radio,
TV, everything there was to see. | loved
doing all of it; each avenue had a new angle
to challenge me to do better than last time.

It took me all three years to figure out
which avenue | wanted to pursue, but by the
end, only one truly captivated me despite all
odds.

Newspaper reporting won out, in no small
part due to the tough professors | had along
the way. | credit most of my decision-mak-
ing to Rob Lamberti, my old school reporter/
professor, who really hammered home the
responsibility we have to reporting and what
it means to be a journalist.

| didn’t immediately jump into my career
after graduation, as my family had just
moved to Orangeville, so | instead sought a

FROM THE SECOND ROW

at all is the scary part. Imagine being
charged and jailed for having an opinion?

You can be charged, and rightfully so,
for threatening someone, however, having
a different opinion should not ever land
someone behind bars.

| noticed there is a growing number of
groups that are trending across the coun-
try that are now starting a movement
to restore our nation to what it was, and
should be.

I've monitored some of these groups
quite closely, just as an interest. I've never
seen any notion of violence, threatening
behaviour, or illegal activity.

They are just citizens who want the gov-
ernment to listen to them. They are tired of
the water being heated and want the heat
turned off.

Talking to many people over the past
couple of years, I've noticed that there are
many people who feel the same way. They
will speak about it in private, but not pub-
licly, because they know that announcing
a public opinion could get you labelled as
‘phobic’, fascist,” or the popular ‘nazi.’

I’'m sure a lot of people who use those
terms don’t even know what they mean.

water supply.

This general neglect of practical matters
by the regime also opened the door to wide-
spread corruption among those in charge
of the economy, which partly explains why
Iran’s GDP per capita is still stuck at about
the same level as it was in 1985. The other
reason is the sheer incompetence of even
those officials who don’t take bribes.

Iran is a mostly arid country with tens of
millions of farm families, so it would make
sense to import crops that need a lot of
water like rice from abroad while growing
less thirsty crops at home. After all, a well-
run Iran would have lots of oil money to pay
for food imports.

Instead, the government has aimed at
‘strategic self-sufficiency’, including in food,
and the amount of land being cultivated
has doubled in thirty years in some areas.
There are around a million deep wells (80-
200 metres) for irrigation, and groundwater
is vanishing. Subsidence is now as big a
problem in Iran as in the areas of the Arctic
that are losing permafrost.

Now add in an unprecedented multi-
year drought that is hitting city dwellers as
well as rural people. Rainfall was down by
almost half in last year’s rainy season, so

temporary retail job to hold me over.

After some time, | started writing for the
Orangeville Citizen as a freelancer, cover-
ing stories here and there. It wasn’t much,
but it was a solid start. In the end, | must
have been doing something right, because |
was offered the full-time position | currently
have. And now the rest is, as the saying
goes, history.

So, about my focus.

| cover everything, to put it simply. That
means I'll be covering community events
like fundraisers, festivals, and the like, as
well as town council meetings and some
other political events around the town.

I've already done extensive coverage in
Shelburne, including the Remembrance
Day services earlier this month, local events
like volunteer fairs, and, of course, council
meetings.

In Orangeville, | have been providing con-
tinuous coverage of Theatre Orangeville,
leadership changes at the local library, and,
more recently, the Christmas Tree Lighting
and the Joy + Lights Festival downtown.

You might have seen some of those
articles and photos already — | hope that
I've done a good job so far. | look forward

BRIAN LOCKHART

| was at a small gath-
ering a few years ago.
There was one woman
there who was actually
a very friendly and pleasant person.

She was a bit of an activist of sorts, and
| think her one flaw was that she would
spend too much time in a social setting
telling everyone of her political views. Most
people | know didn’t appreciate that.

She made a reference to a person, and
followed up by saying, ‘He’s a nazi.’

| couldn’t let that slide, and said ‘You
mean he’s a member of a political party?’

She replied, ‘No, not a political party,
he’s a nazi.’

| chose not to point out her error.

Many people are not happy with the
current situation, both economically and
socially in the country.

These new groups at least intend to
have a voice and make our politicians lis-
ten to them rather than towing the line and
being afraid to speak up and agree that we
have to get a grip and keep our cultural
integrity intact.

If the water does start to boil, it will be
too late.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

there was very little
water left behind the
dams when the winter
rains failed to arrive in
late October this year.

The great unspo-
ken fear in the minds of Iranians who are
paying attention is that this may not be just
wayward weather. It could be the leading
edge of permanent climate change: five
years is a long time for a random deviation
from the norm.

In the shorter run, however, it could be
the trigger for an uprising that finally dis-
patches a regime that has overstayed its
welcome. All the other challenges to the
regime over the years could be blamed
on wicked and godless foreigners who
were stirring up impressionable locals, but
this problem is entirely home-grown. No
excuses available.

There are no reliable opinion polls in Iran,
but the best guess is that after 45 years at
least half the population of Iran actively
dislikes the regime while most other peo-
ple just accept it as inevitable. If the rain
doesn’t come soon, and especially if they
start evacuating cities, a decisive shift in
the balance of opinion is entirely possible.

JOSHUA DRAKES
BEHIND THE BYLINES

to continuing to serve
Orangeville and Shel-
burne and bringing you
as much info as | can.

Should you have any
story ideas you think might be newsworthy,
feel free to reach me at josh@lpcmedia.
ca — I'm always open to hearing from the
community.

If you see me wandering around town,
don’t hesitate to introduce yourself. I'm
always looking to meet new people from
this beautiful community.

On a more personal note, all you really
need to know about me is that I'm a nerd.

What that means is that | have hobbies
in programming, voice acting, some online
streaming, and costume making. None of
these are professional, | must add, so I'm
far from an authority.

| love movies, especially science fiction
and fantasy. Star Wars and The Lord of the
Rings are my bread and butter.

That's about it, really. Now you know a
little bit more about me.

| hope you continue to enjoy the writing
| produce for the Orangeville Citizen and
Shelburne Free Press!

Funded by the
Government

of Canada ‘ (:arla(i?iI

OCI1

Ontario Community
Newspapers Association

n n National .~ GENERAL MANAGER
ewsMedia .
Council Doug Rowe Heather Erwin
News Media Canada EDITOR Vicki Meisner

Médias d’Info Canada

E Claridge

Sam Odrowski

Community Newspapers Ltd.

RANGEVILLE CITIZEN

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1974

Orangeville is our community too!

Melinda Crake

DISPLAY ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Carolyn Dennis

PRODUCTION
Rebecca Samborsky
Janine Taylor

10 First Street, Orangeville, ON L9W2C4

E-mail: mail@citizen.on.ca | www.citizen.on.ca

Brian Lockhart

Paula Brown

CONTRIBUTORS
Constance Scrafield
Peter Richardson

James Matthews

‘CMCA
AUDITED

Subscription Rate:
$48.88+$3.42 (GST) per year ($52.30) in advance.
Member of:
* Ontario Community Newspaper Association
* Canadian Community Newspaper Association
* Ontario Press Council, 890 Yonge St. Suite 200,
Toronto, ON, M4W 3P4 (416)340-1981

Printed by Master Web Printing & Publishing, 8-3550
Wolfedale Rd., Mississauga, ON, L5C 2V6
All  original editorial and advertising material produced
y the Orangeville Citizen remains the property of the
publishers and may not be reproduced without written
permission. The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be
liable for damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond
the amount paid for the space actually occupied by the portion of the
advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such error is due
to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and there shall be no
liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the amount
paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only
one incorrect insertion unless notified immediately after publication.
Errors which do not lesson the value of the advertisement are not
eligible for corrections by a make-good advertisement. We reserve
the right to edit, revise, classify, or reject any advertisement.




ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 27,2025 B3

COMMUNITY VOICES

Monthly Message: FTP issues community call-to-action for National
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women

Monthly Message: FTP issues commu-
nity call-to-action for National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence
Against Women

A lone gunman entered I'Ecole Polytech-
nique de Montréal in the early evening of
Dec. 6, 1989. He methodically targeted fe-
male students — in corridors, in the cafe-
teria, and in classrooms.

Beginning in a mechanical engineer-
ing class, he separated female and male
students, ordering the males to leave the
room. The killer told the women he was
fighting feminism and opened fire on them
from left to right where they stood, shoot-
ing every woman in the classroom. In 20
minutes, the gunman used his semi-au-
tomatic rifle and hunting knife to kill 14
women and wound 10 women and four
men before killing himself.

Fourteen young women were murdered
because the man who killed them hated
women.

Also known as the Montréal Massacre,
this antifeminist mass shooting was the
deadliest mass shooting in Canada at the
time. Members of the legislature were swift
to respond by passing stricter gun control
laws and by changing emergency services
policies during shootings to reduce casu-
alties.

In 1991, Dec. 6 was commemorated by
the Parliament of Canada as the National
Day of Remembrance and Action on Vio-
lence Against Women — and informally,
White Ribbon Day. Annually, flags on all
federal buildings in Canada are flown at
half-mast, and Canadians coast-to-coast
are implored to both wear white and pur-
ple ribbons and recognize a minute of si-
lence in solidarity and as a demonstration
of their commitment to ending violence
against women (VAW).

Each year, for the last 34 years, Family
Transition Place (FTP) has remembered
the women whose lives were senselessly
taken and recognizes this important day.
Annually, FTP also honours all the womxn
on the Ontario Association of Interval and
Transition Houses’ (OAITH’s) Annual Fem-
icide List. OAITH’s femicide definition in-

family
transition
place

cludes a gender-based killing of a woman,
child, trans woman, 2-Spirited Person, or
gender non-conforming individual where
a man has been charged in relation to the
death in Ontario. By this definition, we
know there are many womxn—known and
unknown—who are not counted on this
list because charges are outstanding.

Moreover, there are countless more vic-
tims of gender-based violence (GBV) who
are not safe in their homes, safe at work or
safe in their communities. Make no mistake,
this is happening in all our communities.
Yes, this means Dufferin and Caledon, too.

Last year, there were 62 women and chil-
dren on OAITH’s Femicide List. Mothers,
sisters, aunties, friends, daughters... peo-
ple we all care about. One of these womxn
was from our own community. Nowhere is
immune to the devastating impacts of GBV.

Every year, this day serves as a painful
and poignant reminder that we continue to
have much work to do to end GBV — and
we know we can’t do it without the sup-
port of our communities.

This year, FTP will be hosting an out-
door candlelight vigil on the evening of
December 4th, to recognize the 14 wom-
en murdered in 1989, as well as the many
more womxn who have lost their lives
across Ontario. Additionally, on Dec. 6, we
will recognize the National Day of Remem-
brance and Action on Violence Against
Women on our social media channels. We
hope you will join us at the vigil in solidar-
ity and share our social posts within your
networks.

HEARING IS PRECIOUS

Don’t miss a single

oment
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‘ Bert is a 4 year old, goofy guy. He loves

to play with toys, balls and wands. He is

\ always adventuring around, and will keep
everyone laughing. Bert gets along well

. with all the other cats.

Bert is neutered, microchipped,
vaccinated, dewormed and flea treated.

Adoption fee is $275.

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

We are also asking every member of our
community to please consider the import-
ant actions you can take in your day-to-day
lives — this and every month — to demon-
strate your commitment to creating a world
free from GBV. While it’s important to rec-
ognize the National Day of Remembrance
and Action on Violence Against Women,
this commitment needs to be enduring if
we truly want a future free of violence.

So, what can you do to help us end
the stigma and break the cycle of vio-
lence?

Please consider our calls to action be-
low to generate important awareness of,
and advocacy for, ending VAW throughout
the year, at home, and in the workplace.

e Attend our candlelight vigil on Thurs-
day, Dec. 4, 2025, from 5 to 5:30 p.m. at 20
Bredin Parkway, Orangeville.

This will be an outdoor event — please
dress accordingly.

e Share this Call-to-Action letter and
engage with and share FTP’s social media
posts within your networks.

e During the month of November, help
us Shine the Light on Woman Abuse (an
initiative developed by London Abused
Women’s Centre) by lighting up your home
with a purple bulb. Add a Shine the Light
polybag sign to your order to show your
community the meaning behind your pur-
ple light. Let’s turn our communities pur-
ple to raise awareness.

o Visit familytransitionplace.ca to access
FTP’s online store for all awareness items.

e Reach out to your local members of
parliament, municipalities and community
leaders to ask about their awareness activ-
ities and actions related to femicide and
ending GBV in our communities and our
country. Advocate for more.

e Educate yourself on GBV and VAW
issues and rates in Ontario by visiting
OAITH.ca.

e Research to understand our current
government’s position and policies on
VAW.

e If you have a flagpole, lower your Ca-
nadian flag to half-mast on December 6th.

e Model and talk about healthy relation-

Freelance Photographer
Wanted

Location: Dufferin County, Ontario

Description

and Shelburne.

Qualifications

Requirements

« VValid driver’s licence

* Reliable vehicle

* High-resolution camera equipment
« Strong communication skills

* Ability to meet deadlines

* Lives in Dufferin County

Orangeville Citizen / Shelburne Free Press

Application Deadline: December 19, 2025

The Orangeville Citizen is seeking a freelance photographer to cover
assignments throughout Dufferin County, with a primary focus on Orangeville

This role involves photographing community events, photo-ops, cheque
presentations, announcements, and other noteworthy occasions. The
successful candidate will receive weekly assignments and be compensated fo
each photo published in the Orangeville Citizen and/or Free Press.

Must be available evenings and weekends based on event coverage needs.

To apply, please email your resume and samples of your work to
jobs@citizen.on.ca by December 19, 2025.

* Professional photography experience

» Strong understanding of journalistic ethics

* Diploma or degree in photography (not required but considered an asset)
« Ability to take notes and write clear, accurate cutlines

ships and behaviours at home and in the
workplace.

o Need support or resources? FTP is
available 24/7 to help. Just call 1-800-265-
9178.

¢ Donate to FTP.

o Visit familytransitionplace.ca/give to
learn about the ways you can support our
critical programs and services—many of
which are completely donor-funded. Right
now, this is more important than ever.

For businesses:

e Support staff to take time away from
work to attend GBV and VAW advocacy
and remembrance activities.

e Share your Workplace Violence Poli-
cy with staff. If you don’t have one, create
one.

e Familiarize yourself with Bill 168,
and your responsibilities as an employer
to support and protect staff experiencing
GBV.

e Create opportunities for staff to learn
about and discuss this important issue,
and advocacy efforts you can undertake
as an agency or company to help break the
cycle of violence.

If you have any questions or ideas not
shared here, we would love to hear from
you. FTP also provides healthy relation-
ship education and can present to staff and
community groups. Please contact Bren-
nan Solecky, director of development and
community engagement at 519-942-9142
ext. 240, or brennan@familytransition-
place.ca to learn more.

Please know that any advocacy efforts
are helpful. If you are sharing on social
media, please tag FTP on Facebook, Ins-
tagram or Threads — @familytransition-
place.

If you need support, our compassionate
staff are available to help 24/7. Call 1-800-
265-9178. If you are in immediate danger,
call 911.

Thank you for your support. Woman
abuse is not a women’s issue. It’s a human
rights issue and affects us all.

This Community Voice submission was
provided by Lynette Pole-Langdon, execu-
tive director of Family Transition Place.
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Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Janet Nieuwenhuis
519-940-2488

janetsbookkeeping(@bell.net

* Accounting + Bookkeeping + Income Taxes

Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Bert Nieuwenhuis

519-940-2488
bert.hbs@bell.net

PA m-.

Certified Personal Tax Practitioner

CENTRAL VACUUM

MAPLE VAC  ¢30%

? 2414 Major Mackenzie Dr., Vaughan

‘.. CENTRAL VACUUM PROBLEMS?

We will come to you and fix it fast.

Are you experiencing any of the following?

* ! Loud or unusual noise
. Burning or electrical smell

- s ‘”
= go-
oL
|T| SCAN

il ‘J
- R2 (905) 832-8227

# In-home service by trusted technicians ¥ All makes & models
¥ Family-owned and operated for 30+ years

~. Low or no suction
4, Won’t power on/off

A Proudly serving Vaughan « Aurora * King * Caledon

CHIMNEY SERVICE

9

‘good
ner
Techﬁglogy
Transfer e

SIEPT AWAY ‘g

=

HIMNEY SERVICE

*CHIMNEY SWEEPS *SALES AND INSTALLATION
*W.E.T.T. INSPECTIONS

ZACH ANKETELL * 705-440-9641
SWEPTAWAYCHIMNEYSERVICE@GMAIL.COM

CLEANING SERVICES

TOPMAX
Cleaning
wmmm Services
RELIABLE PROVIDERS

Call fora  Our Services: OFFICE ® MEDICAL » DAYCARE
FREE COMMERCIAL * JANITORIAL
ESTIMATE 647 333 3760

topmaxcleaning.com

& CLEANING SERVICES ¥

Residential & Commercial
Move-in & Move-out
Post Construction & Renovation

647.646.4700 » info@radiumcleaners.ca ¢ radiumcleaners.ca

When you buy from a small business
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a
3rd holiday home, you are helping a little
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on
the table, a family pay a mortgage
or a student

Ghanka for shopping local! @

starviewfinancial.com
Providing comprehensive financial planning and independent
investment and insurance advice to families and businesses.

Terry Sullivan, BSc (Agr), CFP
Trevor Pugh, BSc (Eng), CFP

Jennifer Roblin, CPA, CGA
519-941-4813
888-820-9426 « info@starviewfinancial.com

starviewfinancial.com
n @starviewfinancial

W& KEYBASE

. FINANCIAL GROUP
keybase.com

P I JOHNSON CPA

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Keybase Financial Group
is a mutual fund dealer
regulated by the MFDA

245 BROADWAY, ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO L9W 1K6
TELEPHONE: (519) 941-3921 FAX: 941-7050

EMAIL: pjohnson@pfjohnsoncpa.ca

ALL-MONT LTD.

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

EJ GARAGA

Garage Doors
Every detail guaranteed

Visit our showroom at
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

519-942-1956 « 1-800-957-5865
www.allmontdoors.com

Licensed Master
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

* Roof/Eavestrough Repairs

¢ Interior Maintenance
& Installations

e Lighting for Home Security
e Electrical Services

* Electrical Vehicle EV Charger
Ke&ﬁdzg Seucons -
n thein Homes

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark ¢ 416-738-6270 ¢ relianthandyman.ca

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Peter’s
andyman Services

&

|« Small Drywall Repairs « Painting

« Eavestrough Cleaning « Grass Cutting
-« Fall Yard Cleanup « Power Washing
= « Small Renovations

.« Garage Door Painting and more!

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring - Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

MORTGAGE AGENT

CENTRES

- 211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON * L9V 3K4
VALKO FINANCIAL LTD. Lic : 13047 al::lepen den:lvltl;\:‘vie d & Operated

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

thefreemanmortgagegroup @gmail.com

Carol Freeman

Mortgage Broker

www.carolfreeman.ca

BAO
Organized by Lexie

fh-_"- e Need help organizing your space?
E?:. [:E:_ " Need help packing or unpacking?
=~ o

k X i Closets ¢ Offices ¢ Bedrooms ¢ Basements
f“,‘-—é’ = Garages ¥ Kitchens ¢ and More!

416-902-3041 e lexie_0798@hotmail.com ¢ (@] organizedbylexie

PAINTING

SERVICES

* HOUSE PAINTING
SERVICES

* FLOORING
INSTALLATION

* BASE BOARD/
TRIM INSTALLATION

* REPLACE TOILETS

e TV MOUNTING

e FENCE REPAIR

e SHED BUILDING

MJ PAINTING

MWILAJERRY@GMAIL.COM  647.985.8071

PLUMBING

For Honest and Dependable Plumbing Service
and Installation

Gl

Glen The Plumber

“Your Peace of Mind is our top Priority”

416-565-0201

“Better Trained, Better Qualified, Better Job”

Pl":lmblny
GuUy.. !. :
|l 2a~ emencency nesronse |

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated.
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

* Complete Bathroom Renovations

¢ Plumbing Rough-Ins ¢ Pumps
* Flooring * Toilets & Faucets
* Service & Repairs
* UV Lights & Filters
* Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

* Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks,
Water Softeners

e SUPPORTING
www.theplumbingguy.ca A LOCAL
AL BEs el BUSINESS

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!




To breathe or not to breathe

My head is full of the poor results of
the COP30, the United Nations Climate
Change Conference held this year in Bra-
zil in Belem, a city known as the gateway
to the Amazon, to demonstrate at the out-
set the need internationally to curb and
discourage in every possible way, the
deforestation of forests and old-growth
trees around the world. As these valu-
able forests are decimated, here in Can-
ada, with the decades of destroying our
Boreal forest by development, logging to
excess and climate change, the job for-
ests do of absorbing carbon increases the
ever-growing dangers of climate change,
as they are depleted.

Diana Beresford-Kroeger, “author, biol-
ogist and poet of the global forests,” who
took part in an Authors on Stage event
here in Orangeville, insists:

“When there are no trees, there will be
no clean air.

“We won't be able to breathe.”

Simple as that.

That was one of the two-pronged import-
ant disappointments of COP30 in the final
document, that suggested, at the very
least, there be established a “roadmap” to
sustainable logging be established, which
was only finalized as voluntary.

The second prong vied for how much
it also matters: in 2023, for the first time,
at the COP28 in Dubai, it was agreed
to begin “transitioning away from fossil
fuels.” However contentious and difficult
this historic declaration was, it survived
until this year, when, although the cause
of many heated debates, fossil fuels were

actually left off the table at COP30!

Left off the table both, but nevertheless
it was acknowledged that “fossil fuels are
the major cause of climate change” and
there exists the absolute necessity to halt
and reverse deforestation.

A general agreement was met that
funds sent to developing countries that
suffer the most harshly from the brunt of
climate change should be tripled by 2035,
yet without actually naming which devel-
oped countries would be sending financial
assistance.

Overall, COP30 was greeted with dis-
appointment.

Wopke Hoekstra, European Union cli-
mate commissioner, said to reporters,
“We’re not going to hide the fact that we
would have preferred ... to have more
ambition on everything.”

From Colombian President Gustavo
Petro, “...the cause of the climate crisis is
the fossil fuels used by capital. If that is
not stated, everything else is hypocrisy.”

China was okay with COP30. No one
from the United States attended.

Here in Dufferin County, there is a con-
stant push and pull to the worst possible
proposals that municipal and provincial
governments could put forward. It is as
though there is a strange and terrible race
to do as much harm as possible in the
name of beneficial development and jobs.

Doug Ford and his government yakking
on about the Highway 413, we might pres-
ent the 413 as the star of the bad plans. A
highway with a useless 52-kilometre route
that would cross the Gore Road and cut

BODY SHOP?

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com

'BRACKETT

199 C-Line
Orangeville

(Across from
the local OPP
station)

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

BENEFITS

CPO certified manufacturer
limited warranty

150+ point inspection
(G 24/7 roadside assistance

¥y 30-days / 2,500 km
Exchange privilege

CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD
WITH YOUR PERMISSION

directly through the headwaters of Etobi-
coke Creek and the Humber and Credit
Rivers. Picture only those few assaults,
followed by many on this region and go
on to imagine the destruction of hundreds
of acres of prime farmland and the hab-
itats of many species, including some in
danger of being lost altogether.

It is very well known, and the Ford gov-
ernment has been advised many times
that studies have shown that no highway
digging up the Green Belt and the Head-
waters is useful when traffic can be better
solved by opening the 407 to trucks and
increase the convenience of the GO sys-
tem from Union Station to a number of
stations to the “long awaited GO line in
Caledon.”

This is a highway with an unknown price
tag, last predicted at $10 billion, but now
no number is offered. The assurance is
that it will take at least a decade to build
leaves us all trying to imagine the trials of
a long-term, chaotic and devastating proj-
ect under construction for years.

One has to ask why. Why so much
damage for an unnecessary highway —
because it will allow sprawling conditions
for developers to profit— but “sprawl is
the most expensive and inefficient way to
build housing,” according to Environmen-
tal Defence. For more information, go to
www.environmentaldefence.ca.

Why are we failing to begin truly transi-
tioning from oil and gas? Because fossil
fuel corporations love the profits, the ease
of staying the course and even the lovely
subsidies — lots of money - from our gov-

OVER

350

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES IN-STOCK

WeaeWaster

1) Bwcx GMIE

Dranggyile

s et deop mare @)
Orangeville

Volkswagen @
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ernments. No one in
Western Canada is
talking about tran-
sitioning away from
fossil fuels.

As for deforestation, here in the north,
it is used to supply the States with toilet
paper, and in South America, to provide
land for cattle. All reasons with better
solutions.

The cap of 1.5°C as defined and
agreed by the Paris Agreement, so the
United Nations Climate Action tells us,
is breached temporarily for a month or a
week now and then. Hear the bells ring-
ing? Namely:

“The science is clear: 1.5°C must not
be breached, to avert the worst impacts
of climate change and preserve a liveable
planet; global warming needs to be limited
as much as possible and as a matter of
urgency,” according to the IPCC.

Are we so entitled that we believe we
can carry on exactly as we wish, scorning
the clear warnings of science and seeing
the damage in real time all around the
world? Don’t we have to go to the bother
of transitioning away from fossil fuels? We
do have to stop deforesting the most valu-
able harbour of them all — our forests.

Don't we have to mend anything or
apologize to our children of the future?

Can we go on exactly as the fools we
have been because Elon or Jeff are going
to get us to live on Mars, and it is already
so bad for us, we'll feel right at home?

Viviana Santiago, executive director
of Oxfam Brasil, said COP30 “offered a
spark of hope but far more heartbreak, as
the ambition of global leaders continues
to fall short of what is needed for a live-
able planet.”

)

SHELBURNE PUBLIC
LIBRARY’S ANNUAL

SILENT AUCTION
& BOOK SALE

DECEMBER 6TH, 2025
10AM-4PM
E.l.dd.u‘ﬂ% emds af 3:30um

Find the perfect treasure
just in time for the holidays!

A}

Contact the Library with any donation
inquiries (frontdesk@shelburnelibrary.ca)!

To advertise, call Caledon at (905) 857-6626
or Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

4

®

TREE SERVICE

REAL ESTATE

Real estate isn't just about buying or selling a home—it’s about new beginnings,
smartinvestments, and finding a place that truly feels like you.

Reach out today, and let’s chat about your next move!

Apovmarvie Salmon

REALTOR®

54 annmarrie.salmon@exprealty.com
& @ annmarriesalmon.exprealty.com

A ™. 416-846-4692 a¥D
- Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers REALTY
currently under contract.

BROKERAGE

* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available

905 252-7767
www.TheRoofingPros.ca

Serving Caledon, including Bolton,
Caledon East, Caledon Village,

ROOFING pgb_s- Palgrave, and surrounding areas.

" &

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER!

.

Specialized Transportation Professionals
Flatbeds Drop Decks Roll Tight Trailers Float Service
Reefer Service  Oversize Load Service

For Your Transportation Needs
Email: chris@sstransport.ca

TREE SERVICES
QUOTE
GODON

Tree Removal
TREE CARE SERVICES
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

Tree, shrub,
and hedge pruning

519-878-4761

godontreecare @gmail.com
www.godontreecare.com

Fully Insured

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing e Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

BORA
.. TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

WATER WELLS

www.wellpump.ca

flow,*

519-941-8092
905-838-0408
1.888.927.FLOW (3569)

WATER SOLUTIONS
Lic by M.O.E. g?ontario

well pumps » pressure systems » water treatment systems

WINDOW & EAVES CLEANING

RE

WINDOWS & HOME

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning
interior - exterior - commercial
(647) 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca

Contact for a free quote

REMEMBER TO
SHOP LOCAL!
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-
'OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Mon. to Sat. & Holiday Mondays
473051 County Rd. 11, Orangeville
519-943-0101
NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO CHARGE.
WE BUY SCRAP METAL.

ULASSIFIEDS

USED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES HELP WANTED

ARFAWIDE

BUSINESS
ELITE

- Sales/Service/Parts Discounts
-Waork-ready Loaner Vehicles

- 24 Hour Roadside Assistance

- On-Site Pickup and Delivery

- Extended Priority Hours

- Courtesy Transportation

- Dedicated Account Representative

Contact Chad Soper, Your Business Elite Account Representative

for more details by email to chadsoper®macmastergm.com

www.macmastergm.com
519.941.1360

CARS WANTED

Porsche 356/911/912,

Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.

Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

YANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

Call David

416-802-9999

ARTICLES FOR SALE ARTICLES FOR SALE

\\

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved
specimen at 22” long. With wood stand.
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia.
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great,

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

/F

FIREWOOD

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood
$425/Bush Cord.

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or
705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood
logs now available

Fresh cut

7;;,;/; vere!

(aledonCitizen

905.857.6626
ORANGEVILLE CITVZEN

519.941.2230

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

J

\

\\

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains

a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian llI
(AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of

above average cut and clarity. Measures just

over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs
10 grams. Asking $1,800.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

/F

ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING ANTIQUES

Anything your Grandparents
owned, Canadiana furniture,

fine china, jewellery, advertising
memorabilia, mid-century
modern furniture, any unusual
items welcome!
Call Norm at 905-703-1107

e Electrical Assembler
¢ Propane Technician

¢ Highway

Cargo

Tanker Repair
e Decal/ Wrap Specialist

¢ | icensed Mechanic 310T

¢ Bodyman

e General |

abour

DEPENDABLE

JVU. T
McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 « Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

DATA

COMMUNICATIONS

Providing Internet service anél
support since 1994.

Get Connected. Contact us:
www.sentex.ca 888-4-SENTEX

e Welder — Fabricator

¢ Hydraulic Technician

e Assistant Shop Foreman
e Shipping & Receiving

¢ Pluming Assembler

e Welder — Pipefitter

§ ol

wwii\i;"ilependable.ca

Applying method: In Person at
275 Clarence Street, Brampton L6W 3R3

PUZZLE SOLUTION

Alc|k
N|A|N
E|R|A

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL
- CASH PAID for Cars,
Trucks, Vans — Big or Small.
Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

WE PAY CASH for Scrap
Vehicles - any size. We
also buy construction and
, equipment. Open 7 days
a week. Call 905-859-0817
(Peter).

FIREWOOD

SEASONED HARD MA-
PLE-$375/bush cord. Deliv-
ered, volume discounts. 519-
379-6447 / 519-922-1117
or email: kathy.winters77@
gmail.com.

WELL SEASONED HARD-
WOOD - 12" or 16” lengths,
campfire wood as well. De-
livery is available. 519-994-
6075

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS
WANTED: If you are retired
and looking for a part-time
job, please contact Frank at
647-376-3365. Clean drivers
abstract and the ability to send
and receive texts a must.

URGENTLY

CHILD CARE

ELIZABETH’S
CHILDCARE - unlicensed
& private in Shelburne will
have 2 spots available January
1, 2026, ages 1 to 4 years.
Contact via email: elizabeth.
tozer@hotmail.com.

HOME

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

SUPPORT LOCAL! SHOP LOCAL!

PLEASE
RECYCLE

THIS NEWSPAPER!

[afofe e llo[s]

RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES -
Providing an extra pair of help-
ing hands in the Orangeville
area. No job too big or too
small. One man and a truck
services along with residential
snow removal also available.
All jobs welcome. Call 519-
447-7550, $25/hr.

ROM MASONRY - Based
in Nobleton. We do big or
small jobs. Chimneys, win-
dow sills, walls etc. All work
guaranteed. Free estimates,
seniors discount. Call Spen-
cerat 647-542-0559.

The LORD DUFFERIN
CHAPTER IODE holds their
meetings at the Lord Dufferin
Centre on the 4th Tuesday of
every month. We are looking
for women who would like to
help in the Community. Call
519-941-1865.

IFYOU WANT to keep drink-
ing, that's your business. IF
YOU WANT to stop drinking,
that's our business. Call Alco-
holics Anonymous Hot Line,
1-866-715-0005. www.aan-
orthhaltonerin.org.

DRUG PROBLEM? We've
been there, we can help!
Please referto georgianheart-
landna.org for a complete
list of Narcotics Anonymous
meetings. Call anytime 519-
215-0761.

AREYOU A WOMAN living
with abuse? For safety, emer-
gency shelter, and counsel-
ling call Family Transition
Place, (519)941-HELP or
1-800-265-9178.

FOR INFORMATION
regarding HEART and
STROKE, call Dori Ebel
(519)941-1865 or 1-800-
360-1557.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

WILLIAM (BILL)
CHARLES MCKAY

On Sunday, November 9, 2025, at
Mississauga Hospital, Bill passed away
at the age of 48 years, surrounded by
love with his best friend and wife,
Michelle by his side. Loving and
devoted dad of Mason Charles and
Emmett William. Dear son of Dianne
and Ken McKay. Cherished brother of
Linda and Adam Fewster, Margaret and
Bernard Patterson, Katherine and Jim
Obando. Fondly remembered by many
nieces and nephews. The family will
receive their friends at the Egan Funeral
Home, 203 Queen St. S. (Hwy. 50),
Bolton (905-857-2213) on Saturday,
November 29 for a Celebration of Life
from 1:00 - 5:00 oclock. If desired,
memorial donations may be made to
SickKids (kindly request donations are
specifically directed to the cardiac unit)
(sickkidsfoundation.com). Condolences
for the family may be offered at
www.EganFuneralHome.com

SERVICES

IFYOU or a FAMILY MEM-
BER are struggling with gam-
bling, Gamblers Anonymous
isthere to HELP. Call: 1(855)
222-5542 or visit www.gato-
ronto.ca.

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT
GROUPS meet monthly for
spousal &family support. Call
(519) 941-1221.

LA LECHE LEAGUE Or-
angeville offers breastfeed-
ing support. For more info
call Erin at 519-943-0703.

SERVICES

ORANGEVILLE OVER
65 — Single Social Club. A
place to meet and make new
friends. We meet every Thurs-
day at 5:30pm. Many activi-
ties .For information call Ken
519-278-6341 / Betty 519-
942-3090.

PLEASE
RECYCLE

THIS NEWSPAPER!

HELP WANTED

STOP WASTING
MONEY THROUGH
YOUR ROOF!!

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available
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Hockle

Helping men dance
since 2002.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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BRACKETT
Auto Group

Orangeville Volkswagen

Providing the best service and vehicles to our customers

@

519-941-3317

633222 ON-10 ONTARIO, MONO
orangevillevw.ca

2026 VW TIGUAN

9 TO CHOOSE FROM!

LEASE 1 0 7 +HST/LIC
FROM /WK
FOR 48 MONTHS AT 3.99% - COB $6,667 - 12,000 KM
BASED ON $39,408 SELLING PRICE - $0 DOWN

OR

FINANCE A 2026 TIGUAN FROM 4.99% FOR 60M
2026 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF R

ORDER NOW!

2 $168

FOR 48 MONTHS FOR 6.99% - COB $12,214

BASED ON $54,258 SELLING PRICE - $0 DOWN

2025 VOLKSWAGEN ID.4

6 TO CHOOSE FROM

FINANCE 144+HST/LIC
FROM /WK
FOR 84 MONTHS AT 0.99% - COB $1,961
BASED ON $50,908 SELLING PRICE - $0 DOWN

OR

INCLUDES $5,000 BONUS CASH!
2026 VW TAOS TRENDLINE 4MOTION

7 TO CHOOSE FROM

S 104

FOR 48 MONTHS AT 4.49% - COB $6,408 - 12,000 KM

BASED ON $34,983 SELLING PRICE$1000 Bonus casH APPLIED) -

OR

$0 DOWN

FINANCE A 2026 GOLF R FROM 5.99% FOR 60M FINANCE A 2026 TAOS FROM 4.99% FOR 60M

OVER @ PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM

$500 GRADUATE
PROGRAM AVAILABLE!

SOUTHERN ONTARIO’S/ Mt SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS

2024 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS COMFORTLINE FWD

SEATS, REMOTE START DIGITAL COCKPIT, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, DUAL-ZONE
CLIMATE CONTROL, APP-CONNECT (APPLE CARPLAY & ANDROID AUTO), REARVIEW
CAMERA, BLIND SPOT MONITORING, POWER-ADJUSTABLE & HEATED MIRRORS!

5104 $29,879 | :6.99.

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
C.0.B $7,923

84 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN

2024 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LUXURY

-._-'Plr =

Tl

— /]
STK# 7784T - 20,132 KM « LEATHER INTERIOR, HEATED SEATS, HEATED STEERING
WHEEL, SUNROOF, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, WIRELESS CHARGING,
ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, BLIND SPOT MONITOR, LANE KEEP ASSIST, REAR-
VIEW CAMERA, DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL, 17" ALLOY WHEELS, AND MORE!

$103  $27,456 | 9.49.

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
C.0.B $10,145

84 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN

St | %%

) Certified Pre-Owned

Orangeville Volkswagen

Providing the best service and vehicles to our customers

2024 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS COMFORTLINE FWD

STK# 7734P - 60,554 KM - 1.5L TSI TURBO, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC,
PANORAMIC SUNROOF, HEATED FRONT SEATS, REMOTE START, ADAPTIVE
CRUISE CONTROL, DIGITAL COCKPIT, APPLE CARPLAY & ANDROID AUTO,

DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL, REARVIEW CAMERA, BLIND SPOT MONITORING!

6,99

107 %30,671

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST

84 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN C.0.B $8,133

2023 NISSAN KICKS SV

2025 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN TRENDLINE

STK# TG2536 - 6,200 KM - AIR CONDITIONING ALLOVWHEELS BACKUP CAMERA
BLUETOOTH CONNECTION, BRAKE ASSIST, CRUISE CONTROL, HEATED SEATS,
KEYLESS ENTRY, LANE ASSIST, PARKING SENSORS, POWER WINDOWS, REMOTE
START, SATELLITE RADIO, SMART DEVICE INTEGRATION, WI-FI HOTSPOT!

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
84 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA C.0.B $14,884

=== DEMO
- PO

@93&9%

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
84 MONTHS WI

3 PN
STK# 76717 - 72,577 KM - 1.6L 14, CVT, FWD, WDER WHITE, CHAR-
COAL BLACK CLOTH, HEATED FRON , REMOTE START,
8" TOUCHSCREEN, CARPLAY & ANDROID AUTO, SAFETY SHIELD 360,
17" ALLOY WHEELS, AND MORE!

586  $22,875

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
T

84 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN C.0.B $8,453

@93&9%

STK# T+ 100,237 KM -
MULTIP AILGATE, 22" POLI
HEADS-UP DISPLAY, HEATED & VENTILATED SEATS, HD SURROUND VISION,
WIRELESS CHARGING, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL!

5219 $51,986

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST

72 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN C.0.B $16,243

STK# 7686P - 27,412 KM - 2.0L TURBOCHARGED |4 ENGINE, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION, 4X4 WITH ANTI-SPIN DIFFERENTIAL, HEATED FRONT SEATS, HEAT-

@93&9%

WEEKLY INCLUDE HST
8 NT|

2025 LINCOLN NAUTILUS PREMIERE

STK# 7837T - 26,360 KM - WD, 48" WRAPAROUND DISPLAY,
HEATED SEATS, ADAPTIVE CRUISE, REMOTE START,
BLIND-SPOT MONITOR, 360° CAMERA, POWER LIFTGATE,
APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, LED LIGHTING, AND MORE!

5206 $54,771 | ¢9.49-

HS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA C.0.B $20,239

ED STEERING WHEEL, UCONNECT 4C NAV WITH 8.4" TOUCHSCREEN & GPS NAV,
ALPINE PREMIUM AUDIO SYSTEM, APPLE CARPLAY & ANDROID AUTO AND MORE!

$176 46,785 | «9.49-

C.0.B $17,288

4 MONTHS WEEKLY
LICENSING EXTRA $0 DOWN

112 Point Inspection « Finance as low as 4.99% - Certified Warranties

519-941-3317

633222 ON-10 ONTARIO, MONO

orangevillevw.ca

Auto Group

BRAEKETT
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